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THE

PREFACE.
THE Subfequent Concise Defcription

of North America ; the Hiftory of

the War fubfifting there ; with my own
Travels through great part of that Conti-

nent, being drawn up from my Sentimen-

tal and Obfervatory Journal ; and having

been read in Manufcript by fome of the

greatefl Luminaries in Modern Literature,

is now refpedlfully fubmitted^ to the candid

perufal of the ingenuous World.

The favourable opportunities which pre-

fented themfelves to me, of being thorough-

ly acquainted with the various Subjects

herein delineated, induced me to imagine,

that the obfervations of one, who has been

prefent in moil of the principal fcenes of

adlion, would be in fome degree fatisfac-

tdry.



vi PREFACE.
Fo R, having gone over to the new World,

before the commencement of hofliUties ;

and by an extraordinary difpolition of oc-

currences, as will appear in the fequel, have

been pcrfedlly verfant in the country, in its

feveral degrees of cultivation and maturity:

belides, in the progrefs of my peregrinati-

ons, having had occalion, for a confiderable

time, to be an inhabitant of the new Settle-

ments, on the banks of the great Ohio;

and there to explore thofe vafl and extenfive

regions, yet uninhabited, and in their ori-

ginal ftate, as well as to be fometime a-

morrgthe Indian nations, or natives of that

country. -''J ^— ''^--^=
,.
-;^ - t*

And when, in the courfe of fubfequent

events, that once happy Continent came

to be involved in all the horrors and cala-

mities of an internal war, I had not only an

opportunity of obferving the graduated (5 if-

femJnation of enthufiafm and rancoUr, but

was perfonally prefent infome of the prin-

cipal battles which have happened in the

progrefs of this vu:ihappy conteft.
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But, in order to elucidate the Theme,

It will here be necefTary to obferve, that the

various incidents herein exhibited, are fe-

verally introduced, according to the time in

which they refpedlively occured ; and are

concifely difcufled, with fuch a degree of

perfpicuity, impartiality, and candour, as

every unbiailed perufer fliall fee proper to

admit.

In profecution of which fyflem, the un-

commonly elegant city of Philadelphia

is minutely defcribed j and the various in-

ternal regulations, and way of living of

the inhabitants in the feveral cultivated Co-

lonies, previous to thefe difturbances, or in

their former happy flate, are treated as

worthy of particular attention.

The Account of the beginnings and pro-

grefs of the war, with the various opinions

of all ranks of people in the Colonies on

that occafion, having been immediately

taken from reality, is allowed, by the

greateft exiftent judge of literary comnofi-
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tion, to be " concife and clear ; andfuch as hring^

*' to mind all the principal incidents"

Having treated the feveral tranfadlions

of the war, as an intjre neutral perfon,

without confidering myfeif in that capacity,

a fubje(5l of either of the belligerent powers,

1 have confequently avoided the long wind-

ed paragraphs of private opinion ; and, in

their proper places, have inferted fome very

intcrefting Original Papers, which not

only become part of the fubje6l, but are more

expreilive of the general fpirit and ultimate

defign of the Colonifts, than volumes that

might have been wrote upon the fubjedl.

The Colonies of North America, hav-

ing now rendered themfelves confpicuous

all over Europe, it is to be prefumed, that

the fpirit of emigration, which fo much

prevailed at the commencement of the war,

will immediately, on the eitablifhment of

peace, break out with renovated vigour ;

and that myriads, who are now wreilling

with grim Penuky, w^ill thenfcek an affy-
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lium, and permanent inheritance, in that

fertile and extenfive country.

But being experimentally fenlible of the

many inconveniencies, attending that of

heing a Jiranger in a Jlrange land ; I have, in

order to remove fome of thefe difficulties,

made fuch an exhibition of the reception to

be met with in that country, the manner

of travelling into the New Settlements,

the way of knowing the quality of the

land, and of the various ways and means

of procuring, fettling, and cultivating plan-

tations, as my thorough knowlege of thcfe

very important, but hitherto ncgledted fub-

je6ls, neceflkrily required.

Although in the courfe of thefe Me-

moirs, a punctual adherence to veracity

and candour, may have exhibited different

defcriptions of perfons, in rather an unfa-

vourable view; yet it is by no means to be

taken in the general, but refpe<5tively ap-

plied to thofe who may have afled unwor-

thy of being conne(5led with fuch dignified

or venerable departments in human life.

B
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The various employments in which I

am neceflarily engaged, and the brevity of

the time in w^hich this has been projected

and finiflied, have obhged me to facrifice

fublimity to perfpicuity, and to narrate al-

mofl extempore.—However, from indifput-

able authority, I am induced to beUeve,

it will be found to be abundantly perfpiciious.

Being now upon the great flage of the

world, in a literary character, alternately

expofed to the hiilings or plaudits of varie-

gated opinion, I have ventured, in this my
firfl performance, to come forward in an

anonymous manner, while I premife, that

any nominal fandlion from me would be

very immaterial ; being as yet but little

known in this country, except on the banks

of the Forth: and the tenour of the whole

being a feries of fa^fts, which are not only

evident of themfelves, but will compenfate

for any inadvertency in compoiition or

exprellion.

ERRATA.
Page i8. 1. i3. for crop'd, r. (rojj'cd. p. ji. I. 3.6. f. Peylon, r. Fcytcii.

p. p8. 1. ap. f. unimilting, r. uiiiiivititig. p. lai. 1. 7. f. rigour, r. vfpur.
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AVIEW
O F

North America, tfc.

CHAP. I.

/ embark for, and arrive at Fhlladelphia.—A defcrip'

tion of the Jituation, plan, houfes, flreets, public

buildings, civil regulations, commerce and manufac*

tures of that city;—with the genius , manners, laws^

learning, and religion, of the inhabitants,—A de-

fcription of the foil, produce, fpontaneous produdlions,

fruits, and vegitables ; tame and wild animals;

reptiles and infe6is ; Jeajons, air, and weather

;

with the houfes and policies, peculiar to the country.

—^he genius, manners, cufloms, and way of living

of the country people

)

—their manner of working their

plantations, and the various encouragement to in*

dujlry.—A concife account of the feveral provinces^

and of the country in general, in its then happyftate.

AVING linlflied my education, and made

every other neceflary preparation for my in-

tended peregrinations, I embarked at Greenock, in

C
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the beginning of the year 1774, for Philadelphia,

in North Jmerica ; and, after a paffage of near ten

weeks, in which we had fome very fevere ftorms,

I arrived at that very agreeable and elegant metro-

polis.—If my prepoffeflion was great in favours of

:iithis city, before I had feen it, I was no lefs fur-

prized to find my expectations fo far furpafied, by

the real grandeur and regularity of that very popu-

lous and flounfhing emporium of commerce.

It is fituated between two navigable rivers, the

Delaware and the Schuylkill, a few miles above

the point where the rivers unite, and about one

hundred miles from the ocean.— The plan of the

city extends the whole breadth between the two

rivers (which is two miles) by a number of ftreets,

parallel to each other; the midmoftofwhich,orhigh-

llreet, is 100 feet wide, and the reft 30.—Thefe are

again crop'd at right angles, by an equal number
of ftreets of the fame breadth ; and forming exact

fquarcs, containing feveral acres of land each.—It

IS at prcfcnt built the whole breadth of the plan,

extending along the Delaware near two miles, and

reaching only about half way towards the Schuyl-

kill ; the reft being nothing more as yet, than a

beautiful common, interfperfed with a few gentle-

men's feats, built upon the plan.

The ground, upon which the city ftands, has a

gradual, but very gentle afcent from the river

;

which greatly adds, not only to the beauty, but

falubrity of the town.—The houfes are clofs built,

in ftrcight lines along the fides of the fquares,

moftly three or four ftories high, of very handfome

made bricks j one half of vv'hich being leaded black,
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and built in form of a checker-board, difplay a moft

elegant appearance
;

particularly, by the reflection

of the fun, moft of the door-pofts and lintels being

of marble, which is pretty plenty all over the

country. Each houfe has a lot of ground conti-

guous to itfelf, within the fquare, for courts, gar-

dens, and other conveniences.— The ftreets are

quite ftreight, and well laid, having a broad pave-

ment on each fide, properly defended from carriages,

and is clean wafhed every morning.

The moft remarkable public buildings are, the

State-house, where the fupreme court of the

Province is held; the Hospital, and the New-
Goal, entirely built of beautiful free ftone: all

magnificent beyond any thing that may be expect-

ed in fuch a new country.—There is alfo the Alms-

house, the Work-house, and the Barracks, very

elegant ftrud:ures. Bat the grand public building,

which particularly commands the wonder and ad-

miration of every ftranger is, the Market-house,

which runs all along the middle of great part of

Broad-ftreet, upon a double row of elegant columns,

covered by ahandfome ceiled roof; and, on market-

days, ftored with fuch plenty of meat, poultry,

and vegitables, with every other neceflary of life,

as is almoft incredible to thofe who have never vi-

fited that fertile country.—The numerous hoafes

for public worfhip, alfo compofe a very refneftab'e

part of the public buildings; their lofty ileep'cs,

containing a fet of great bells, equalled by few in

Europe.

In each ftreet are two rows of handfome lamps,

which, when lighted, difplay an elegant appear-

G 2
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ance ; on account of the ftreightnefs of the ftrects,

and levelnefs of the ground.—There is alfo a ftrong

and regular watch kept during the night, which

call every half hour after eleven o'clock, and pre-

fcrve peace, and good order, in that great and

' populous city.

Having been fome time in Philadelphia, and ac-

quainted with a number of the principal merchants,

I confequently had an opportunity of learning the

various movements of the great machinery of com-

merce, which enriched the active and induftrious

part of the inhabitants of that city.—It's hArbour

extends the whole length of the town, along the

Delaware, (which is here about a mile broad) by

a chain of fpacious quays, and commodious wharfs,

to which velTels of very large burthen may lay their

broadfides, and difcharge their cargoes into the

merchants ftores and ware-rooms, by the afliftance

of cranes, there erecled for that purpofe.

Notwithftanding the navigation-acl, they had,

in a great meafure, a free trade with almoft all na-

tions of the world, whither they exported vaft

quantities of providons and lumber ; and received,

in return, the various necellaries and luxuries of

life, peculiar to thofe countries.

—

Yrom Europe they

were fupplied with the various articles of cloathing,

and fait ; with hard-ware, and fome other artificial

productions.—From the Atlantic I/lands, they had

plenty of excellent wine ; and from the Weji-Indies,

they imported vaft quantities of rum, fugar, mo-
lafies, and coffee ; with fcveral other periodical pro-

ductions, peculiar to thofe fertile Iflands.— With

thcfe, and other imported goods, they fupplied the
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flourilhing Towns of Newcastle, Wilmington,
Chester, Burlington, and Trenton, upon the

Delaware; with the populous ifiland Towns of

Lancaster, Carlisle, York-Town, Oxford, and

Reading.

From thefe, and the numerous country-ftorcs,

they received in return, the various produce of the

country, which they fent to the Weft-Indies, and

feveral nations in Europe, as payment of their im-

ports.— They alfo employed a number of veflels,

in the Logwood trade, from the Bay of Honduras

;

and dealt to a coniiderable extent with the other

provinces of America, befidcs employing a number

of boats in the Newfoundland fifheries.

There were even found among thofe fons of

freedom and liberty^ perfons, whofe infatiable ava-

rice led them into that inhumane and barbarous

branch of commerce, of carrying flaves from the

coaft of Guinea to the Weft-Indies and Virginia^

where thofe poor creatures (equally entitled to li-

berty, and the rights of mankind with their cap-

tors) were fold to the higheft bidder, and ufed by

their mafters in the moft cruel and barbarous man-

ner.—Another dcfcriptionofyozJ-Jr/wri, or dealers

in men, were thofe, who brought over ihip loads

of Irifh indented fervants, which they fold in the

country, to an amazing advance upon what they

had coft them. There were alfo itinerant ad-

venturers, who drove out numbers of horfes, loaded

with rum, trinkets, and coarfe European manu-

fadures, to the Indian nations, where they bartered

them for fkins and furs, with thofe credulous and

ignorant people, to an inconceivable advantage.
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Ship-building was carried on there in the greateft

nicety and perfeftion, and conftituted a coniider-

able part of their commerce.—Thefe they generally

fent out loaded with the produce of the country,

and fold the veffel as well as the cargo. There

were in Philadelphia fome very exteniive rum dif-

tilleries, a porter brewery, and a fugar-houfe.

Their dwelling-houfes were done off in the moll

elegant and convenient manner j and almoft every

houfe may be faid, to have a pump of fine frefli

water at or near its door.— Money of all nations

was current there : they had no fpecie of their own,

but a paper currency ftruck by order of the Pro-

vincial Aflemblies.

The inhabitants of Philadelphia, and the coun-

try in general, feemed to be eminently poflefled

of the agreeable and engaging qualities of their

Englifh anceftors.—Hofpitality, and candour, were

principal ingredients in the compofition of their

genius.—They were naturally aftive, lively, and

affedionate, and fpoke the Englifh language in its

greateft perfection andpurity.—They were particu-

larly poflefled of an openefs of manner, and polite

freedom of behaviour, which is exceedingly agree-

able to ftrangers, and is the natural cfledts of the

laudable liberty they enjoyed, and the undiftin-

guifhable equality which reigned among all ranks

of well-behaved people.—Good qualities, and a pro-

per behaviour, were only neceflary for procuring

refped: and efteem ; and even places of public truft

:

in thefe, property was no way effenlial, unlcfs at-

tended with merit in the pofl^eflbr.

The generous and charitable difpolitions of the
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Americans, induced them to think favourably of

every perfon, whofe appearance was agreeable, and

to fuppofe them entitled to all the refpecl and pri-

vileges of proper members of Society, till fuch time

as they were fully convinced of the contrary ; and

when that happened to be the cafe, no fuccefs in

the world, or any pecuniary confideration, could

prevent perfons of an irregular or incontinent be-

haviour, from falling under the general odium and

contempt, of all fenlible and creditable people.

Pride, arrogance, and haughty indigence, had

been frequently tranfported thither; but finding

themfelves abhorred, and contemned, by that fo-

ciable and courteous people, they had either taken

refuge among the negroe-drivers, and petty ftore-

keepcrs in Old Virginia, or languifhed away in fo-

litude, and inactive obfcurity.

Their public diverfions difplayM the greatcft

politenefs and harmony, while every perfon feemed

more attentive to the rules of good breeding, and

dues of focicty, than another.—But as it is an al-

lowed fact, that noxious weeds will fprout up, even

in the moft falubrious clime, and cultivated foil

;

fo, there were even found in America, as well as

in other places, perfons polTefTed of a prepofterous,

inconfiilency of thought, who affected to fupply the

deficiency of their real confequence in life, by a

pretended importance, which foon became obvious,

and rendered them not only defpicable, but exceed-

ingly ridiculous.

No country whatever, could boafi; of a more

equitable fyfiem of laws, than exifted in moft of

the Britiih colonies in America.— They were not
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only mild and falutary, but in every refpea:, fully

adapted to the fecurity of civil and religious liberty.

—Their political fyftem confifted of the governor

and council ; a provincial affembly elected by the

people ; with juftices of the peace, and inferior ma-

giftrates, much of the fame nature with thofe in

England.—All trifling differences, were generally

referred to wife and prudent arbitrators ; which

prevented the many unnecelTary law-fuits, that

might otherwife have enfued.

Among various other falutary regulations, it was

enacled, That all bankrupts, or infolvent debitors,

fliould be fold, or indented, to ferve in whatever

employment they were capable of, for fuch a time

as would fully indemnify their mafters, for advan-

cing the fum due to their creditors.—And by the

general indullrious difpofition of the people, and

their Icgiflators, it was alfo provided, That all or-

phans, or poor childreUj fliould be bound out in

proper families till they were of age, where they

were maintained, clothed, and educated, and were

learned fuch trades or employments, as their genius

and difpofition feemed moft naturally inclined to.

Although, by the legiflation of that country,

theft was only punifhable by fining
; yet, by the

general induftry, and eafy circumftances of the

people, it was fcldom known to be put in practice.

—It was further provided. That if any unmarried

perfon, fliould debauch or impregnate any young-

woman of character, he fhould either be obliged to

marry her, or pay fuch a fortune, as it could be

made evident, her parents were able to give her,

or flie might otherwife be pofTefTed of.
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Taxes were almoft ftrangers in that country

:

one of a very fingular nature, I remember of, al-

though at that time too young to feel its effeds,

which was an annual impoft, upon young men of

every defcription, from the age of twenty-one till

they were married.—This had been previouily in-

tended, to encourage population, but was antici-

pated by the natural fociality of the people.

Learning had arrived to a tolerable degree of

proficiency, in that country.— They had fevcral

very flourifhing Universities, and other femina-

rles of learning ; and few places could produce men
of brighter geniufes, or more correal and animated

writers than America.

Although, in moft of the provinces, there was

no eilablifhed religion ; yet no country whatever,

pofTelTed more of the peace, harmony, and charity,

peculiar to the reality of that very amiable, and

necclTary quality.

In Philadelphia were three very elegan^ churches,

where the Englifh fervice was regularly performed
j

five or fix Prefbyterian meeting-houfes ; a Jewilli

fynagogue ; a magnificent Popifh chapel ; a great

many Quaker meeting-houfes, and places of wor-

Ihip, for religious profefilons, of every denomina-

tion.— But no feet having any legal fuperiority,

they were confequently upon a par, and were emu-

lous to outfhine one another, in piety, virtue, and

benevolence ; and fupported their refpec^ive clergy

with the greateft tranquillity.

As I had frequent opportunities of exploring the

country, I made feveral tours through the Jerfeys,

D
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as well as through the interior parts of Pennfylva-

nia and Maryland, which I found, to my great a-

mazement, abounded with every thing nccelTary or

defirable in life, to fuch a degree, as is almoft be-

yond the power of dcfcription.

The Colonies of North America are, for the moft

part, exceedingly level, for more than one hundred

miles back from the ocean ; having only gradual

afcents, fufficient to convey the numberlefs frefli

Water fprings, into the fcveral fine large navigable

rivers, moft of which rife in the Apalachian or

Alliginay mountains.

The country is originally covered with excellent

wood, of a moft enormous fize and altitude ; the

different fpecics of which, with the manner of fet-

tling and clearing of land, I fhall afterwards have

occafion to defcribe, when I come to the new fet-

tlements and frontier country.—It is now tolerably

clear, and well fenced, for about two hundred

miles back from the ocean ; and the foil being of

a black dry mould, without being manured, pro-

duces excellent wheat, rye, barley, Indian corn,

beans and peas, with a few oats, v/hich they fow

for their horfes ; although they do not thrive in

that warm climate.—There is alfo, in the greateft

perfedion and plenty, every fpecies of roots,

Howers, and vcgitablcs, to be found in any garden

or hot-bed in Europe.

The woods are vv^eli ftored with wild-PTaoes,

firaw-berrics, plumbs, and mulberries, with other

fpontaneous fruits and berries.—IVuits of all kinds

fecm natural to this country; apples, pears, cher-

ries, and peaches, grow in mcrcdible plenty. The
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trees require no grafting ; and the fruit is much
more delicious and rich, than that in Great Britain,

Almoft every farmer has ten acres, or fo, of an

orchard, for the ufe of his family; the fruit of

which, is free to every one who pleafes.— The
public roads are generally lined with apple, peach,

and cherry-trees, which not only afford an agree-

able fliade, but a cooling repaft to the weary tra-

veller.—Hemp and flax were conliderabie articles

in their produce ; the feed of the latter they care-

fully preferved, and exported to Europe.— Hops
feem to be natives of this country ; and all kind of

garden ftuffs come to great perfedion.

Almoft every fpecies of European animals have

been tranfported thither ; which generally degene-

rate in lize and ferocity, but acquire a greater de-

gree of mettle and fagacity. Thofe moft in ufe,

are horfes, cows, flieep, and hogs ; the latter of

which, they have in amazing numbers.—Poultry

are alfo furprizingly plenty; fuch as turkeys, geefe,

hens, and ducks.

Wild beafts and reptiles are moftly banifhed from

the old fettlcments ; but thefe I fhall afterwards

have occafion to defcribe, when I come to the new
fettlements, and Indian country. However, there

ftill remain feveral forts of quadrupeds, fowls, and

infects : the moft remarkable of which, is the pole-

cat, whofe urine is of fuch a naufeous and abomi-

nable nature, that when he throws it upon a tra-

veller, (which he can do with great dexterity,) the

approach of the unlucky perfon is difagrecably pro-

claimed, even at a great diftanccj and his prefence

D 2
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carefully avoided by all, till fuch time as he rids

himfelf of the unfavoury perfume ; which can be

effected no other way, than either totally ejecting

the cloaths befprinkled, or burying them for a con-

fiderable time under ground.

There are yet variety of fquirrels, of different

forts ; which arc little cleanly animals, with long

bufliy tails, and can leap, with furprizing agility,

from one tree to another. They live moflly upon

v/alnuts, chcfnuts, and hickery nuts ; but often

lofe their lives, for making too free with the plan-

ters corn,

"Wild geefe and ducks are indifferently fcarce in

the old fettlements ; but pigeons are exceedingly

plenty in the fall of the year.— The birds in this

country are amazingly beautiful ; but not fuch de-

lightful fongflers as thofe in Great-Britain. The
nightingales and humming-birds make very agree-

able mufic, with the numberlefs fwarms of bees,

which lodge in the trunks of hollow trees ; and arc

frequently robbed of large quantities of honey by

th^ country people. In the fummer evenings,

the owl.?, bull-frogs, tree-frogs, and other reptiles

and nociunal beafts, make a moft confufed and

hideous noiie.

The feafons in this country are regular and fet-

tled
I

the fky almoft perpetually clear ; and the air

not only exceedingly pure, but very falubrious.

—

The fpring begins about the lirft of April, which

is an agreeable month. About the beginning of

May the trees put out, and almoft every fpecies of

vegitables begin to make their appearance. The
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months of June, July, and Auguft, are almoft in-

tolerably hot ; and generally attended with awful

and terrifying fulrainations. In September, the

w^eather begins to be tolerably mild ; which, with

Oftober and November, are by far the moft plea-

fant months in the year.—The winter begins about

the middle of December, and continues moft in-

tenfely cold till the beginning of March, which

often ends with large quantities of fleet and rain.

Their houfes in the country are generally two

ftories high ; laid out in the moft elegant, tafty,

and convenient manner. The lirft houfe upon a

plantation is always of wood : when they find it

convenient, they build a new oneof ftone or bricks,

of which, there is a number of very handfome

buildings in the old fettlements.— Their barns,

ftables, and other office- houfes, are alfo laid out

exceedingly convenient. All the clear land is well

fenced, and the fields laid oft' exadly fquare, moft-

ly in ten acres.— The cattle run at large in the

woods, and come home regularly for milking, and

other purpofes.

The people in the country poflefs an accumen

and vivacity incident to the climate; and are na-

turally free, open, and polite in their manner, as

well as hofpitable and generous in their difpofitions.

The greateft fociality, harmony, and unity, pre-

vail among all ranks of free, well-behaved white

people.—The richeft planter in Pennfylvania, has

never more than one table ; at which he, and all

white fervants, promifcuoufly fit down.

Their drefs is entirely adapted for utility and

eafe; and varies according to the feafon of the
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year. Their fewel is excellent wood, properly cut

up for the purpofe ; of which they make very large

fires in winter, but generally have none in their

houfes in fummer. Their tables are always gen-

teelly covered, and plentifully fupplied with every

thing neceffary in life ; towards the affluence of

which, their orchyards greatly contribute, by af-

fording them plenty of apples for every purpofe,

all the year round. Of part of the apples, they

make large quantities of cyder ; and of them and

the peaches, they make excellent fpirits: while

large quantities are either ate up by the hogs, or

left to rot on the ground. They have plenty of

butter and cheefc through the whole courfe of the

year, by preferving their milk in fummer, in ear-

then veffcls, iramerfed in cool fpring-houfes made

for the purpofe.

All manner of farming work is done there, with

the greateft nicety and difpatch. They have ar-

rived at the greateft proficiency in plowing, reap-

ing, and cutting of wood. Their harvcft begins

in July, and lafts but a very Ihort time. As foon

as a field of grain is ripe, the owner procures as

many hands as will reap it in a day, allowing one

hand to an acre. The ridges being only fix fur-

rows, each reaper takes one, and the befl: are put

forcmofi:, which caufes them work with fuch emu-

lation and fpirit, that weak hands have been known
to expire on the fpot, rather than be outdone.

In the month of September they fow the wheat,

and rye, and plough it with a little light plough,

of a, very nice conftrucfion, drawn by two horfes,

which are drove by the fame perfon that holds.—

-
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There is a fort of barley which is fown in the fall

of the year, and an early fort which is fown in the

fpring.

No country whatever, could be more advanta-

geous or agreeable, for induftry in general, than

this. Almoft every defcription of mechanics, or

tradefmen, were greatly wanted; and met with

encouragement, even exceeding their mod fanguine

expectations.— Labourers or workmen, were in

amazing demand, particularly, in the country;

where they lived in fuch affluence, e?.fe, liberty,

and refpecl, as is altogether inconceivable to thofe

pradifing fimilar employments in Europe.

Expert workmen in farming, never engaged by

the time, but took work by the piece ; fuch as,

clearing a field, or making of fence rails ; and al-

ways lived at their employer's houfe, while a-doing

the job ; where they fat at the table with, and fared

in the fame manner as the mafter of the family.

But it was generally the cafe, that new incomers,

or labourers unacquainted with the nature of the

country, hired by the month, or the day, for fome

time at firft. And thofe who were under the dif-

agreeable necefiity of going over indented or bound,

for the triffling confideration of their pafTage, were

obliged to work for fome years, for nothing more

than their cloathing, and alone bore the appellation

of fervants ; although they alfo fat at the table v.'ith

their mailers : and, at the expiration of their time,

received a fuit of new cloaths, a new ax, and fome

other implements, when they commenced freemen,

and undertook work for themfelves, till fuch time

as they found it convenient to go out to the new
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fettlements, and take up, or otherwife procure, a

plantation of their own.

The preceeding defcription, may, with very little

variation, be applied to all the middle colonies of

North America, except Virginia, where the prin-

cipal produce is tobacco ; the raifing of which, em-

ployed a vaft number of flaves, which were ruled,

or kept in fubjedion, by a fet of perfons, not al-

together replete with humanity, and common fenfe.

^ The tobacco, when raifed, was either fold, or

bartered to ftore-keepers ; a great many of whom
were agents or clerks for merchants in Britain,

and llill retained an enormous quantity of the di-

ftinclions peculiar to their native country.

The church of England had been eftablifhed in

Virginia, with a free toleration to every profellion ;

yet notwithftanding of which, the generality of the

people lived in the moft abandoned profligacy, and

open wickcdnefs.

The Carolinas, owing to their fouthern fituation,

have much warmer and longer fummcrs than the

middle provinces : their winter is fo very mild, that

the fnow feldom withftands the heat of the meridian

fun. Their principal produce is indigo and rice

;

although almoft every fpecies of grain is raifed in

tolerable perfection. Scarcely any place in America

is more replete with fpontaneous productions, of

fruits and vegitables, of almoft every kind, than

this. Their horfes, cattle, and hogs, frequently

run wild in the woods ; and it is very common for

one planter to have two or three hundred of each

kind.

The provinces of New-England difier very little
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from the middle colonies in produce, and internal

regulations ; but, on account of their northern fi-

tuation, have longer and colder v/inters ; although

their fummer is almoft as warm as in New-York,
which is much the fame with Pennfylvania and its

neighbouring colonies, already defcribed.

Poverty was almoft a ftranger in that happy-

country; and whoever happened to be unfortu-

nately reduced, and were unable to work, were

always bountifully provided for, by the county

in which he lived.

Thus that happy people lived, rolling in cafe,

liberty, and affluence, with every other bleffing of

life. But as thefe are often productive of pride,

with all its hideous train of difcontent, felf-import-

ance, and ingratitude ; fo, to thefe may be afcribed

part of the rife of thefe unhappy difturbances, which

have not only torn the hufband from his loving

wife, the parent from the beloved children, the

brother from the darling lifter, and the friend from

his endearing confident ; but has raifed thofe State-

convullions, which have not only Ihaken the Bri-

tifti empire from its loweft bafts, but fet all Europe

in a political flame.—A proper inveftigation into,

and difcuflion of the rife, progrefs, and eftecls of

which, ftiall employ great part of the fubfequent

theme.
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CHAP. II.

I^he caufes^ and -political ffrings ^ of the war between

Great-Britain and America.—The Jlampt-aB impof-

ed, but is ohjlinately refufed by the Americans , and

repealed.— l>^ew duties impofed in America^ and

cuflom-houfes eJlabUJI:ed in the principal fea-port

towns ^ which produce great animofities.—l>^ew a6ls

cfparliament refpetiing America : the ejects thereof

among the people.—All the duties in America remov-

ed^ except three-pence on the pound of tea,—Troops

fent over to enforce the authority of the Exctfe-7nen,

——The tra<iical effe^s thereof in the city of Boflon,—Tea fent to Bofion, and deftroyed by the populous,

'—New ads ofparliament intendedfor humbling the

ColonijJs .'—They are alarmed and cnfiamed by their

ambitious leaders.—Their feveral refoluiions and a-

greements.— They call a general Congrefs, which

meet at Philadelphia.—Their frft refolves.— They

petition the king, and addrefs the people cf Great-

Britain.—The general fpirit of the Americans, on

that occafion.—Provincial Congreffes and Committees

e/Iablifjed through the feveral Colonies.

"1^ N order to delineate the caufes, and political

\ fprlngs, of the unhappy difputes between Great-

Britain and her Colonies; it will be found necef-

fary, to take a retrofpect view of matters, fince the

impofitionof the {Lamp-act, in theyear 1764, which

liril aroufed the jealoufy and refentmcat of the

Colonics.
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The advocates for, and againft, the propriety of

this proceeding, have fent forth fuch forcible thun-

derbolts of argument, that it will be found difficult

for impartial people, to determine on either fide of

the queftion.

The minifterial orators urged, " That confider-

ing the opulence and eafy circum'ftances of the A-

mericans, with the protection they received, and

the immenfe blood and treafure they had coft the

parent ftate, it was no more than reafonable, that

they fliould bear a part of the burden which lay fo

heavy upon the mother country : and that, a dire6t

taxation was in fome meafure neceffary, in order

to affert, and maintain, the prerogative of Great-

Britain, over thofe vaft and extenfive dominions."

In anfwer to thefe, the friends of America, and

thofe in the oppofition, argued, " That the ancef-

tors of the Americans had fled, from a cruel per-

fecutlon, to thofe wild and barbarous defarts, where

they had fettled under the greateft difficulties ; and,

by indefatigable induftry, had procured to them-

felves a comfortable and plentiful fublillence ; but

could by no means be faid to be rich, as great part

of their apparent opulence, belonged to merchants

in Britain : and as for what expence the crown had

been at, in that country, it had been more intend-

ed to protect and extend its own dominions, than

for any good to them. And that, even in the

late war, they had contributed more towards then-

own protection, than had been allowed to be fuf-

licient by the parliament itfelf."

They further alledged, " That the Afnericans,

^E 2
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even then, contributed greatly towards the fupport

of the crown, by being confined to the Britifh

market for goods which were already taxed : And
that a dired: impofition of taxes, in that country,

was not only impolitic, but unconftitutional.

—

It was impolitic, fo long as they had it in their

power, by confining their trade, to tax them to

any amount they pleafed ; and unconftitutional, to

tax them as Britifh fubjefts, without being repre-

fented in parliament: neither could it be expected

that they would tamely fubmit to fuch a plain vi-

olation of the Britifh conftitution.'*

Notwithftanding of the foregoing arguments,

the acl palTed, and was fent over to America, to

be put in execution ; where it met with fuch a vio-

lent oppofition, as rendered its enforcement abfo-

lutely impracticable, without having recourfe to

arms ; which, at that time, was not thought

prudent.

A change in the miniftry having previoufly hap-

pened, in the year 1766, the Stampt-Acl was re-

pealed, to the univerfal joy of the Americans, and

their friends at home.

This was no fooncr done, than it was exclaimed

againft, as inconfiftent with the fpirit and dignity

of the Britifli nation : and that, yielding to the A-
mcricans in one point, was in effed the giving up
of all.—The parliament, therefore, on the enfuing

year, in order to fccurc the dependency of the co-

lonies upon the mother country, pafTed an A6t to

bind the Americans in all cafes: and, in a fhort

time after, impofed a new duty upon tea, glafs,

paper, and painter's colours, to be fent to America;
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aind accordingly, eftablifhed cuftom-houfes atBoftoii,

and other principal fea-port towns.

But as the Americans were determiaed at all e-

vcnts, to pay no taxes impofed by any other power
than their own Icgiflators ; fo, they obftinatcly op-

pofcd the execution of thefe new ads, and proceed-

ed to fuch violent meafures, as obliged the nume-
rous excifemen, who had been fent over to colled

the cuftoms, to fly for refuge, on board the ihipa

of war, and other places of fafety.

The parliament, thus finding their authority de-

fpifed and contemned in America, thought proper

to revife a ftatute of king Henry VIII. by which,

perfons accufed of treafon, or other capital crimes

in America, were to be brought over to Great-

Britain to be tried.

The powerful and fhining orators, in oppofition,

rcprefented this, and the binding the Americans,

in all cafes, " as not only inconfiftent with Britifh

liberty, and the laws of the realm, (which allow

every perfon to be tried in their own country, by

their peers ;) but as bold advances towards an ab-

folute dominion ; and that fomething more was in-

tended by fuch proceedings, than the welfare of

the Britifli empire. For it could not be fuppofed,

that a poor man in America, could tranfport him-

felf acrofs the Atlantic, and bring with him all his

exculpatory proof, in order to defend a plea, in a

country, where his charader and fituation, could

never be properly known, and the people were al-

ready prejudiced againft him.

After much altercation, in the year 1770, the

the parliament removed all the duties impofed in
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America, except three pence a pound upon tea,

which was determined to be enforced at all events,

and appeared to have been referved, more for

maintaining the fovereignty of Great-Britain over

the Colonies, than for any emolument to the Crown

;

as it was by no means fufficient, to fatisfy the tax-

gatherers, fcnt thither to collecl it, whofe autho-

thority was now obliged to be enforced by two re-

giments of troops flationed at Bofton, where the

people feemed moft ungovernable and outrageous.

This affeflment met with no better reception in

America, than all the former. The people now
began to entertain a general diftruft and jealoufy of

the Britifli nation ; and looked upon the Britifh

foldiers, as mifcreants, come over to rob them of

their lawful rights and privileges: while, at the

fame time, the foldiers viewed the Americans as

rebellious paltroons, who difpifed all law and au-

thority, and muft be ruled with a rod of iron.

Thus, reciprocal animolity and infult prevailed;

which, at laft, brought on that tragical fcenc, tranf-

aded by the inhabitants of Bofton, and a part of

the Britifh troops, in the following manner.

Some difference happening, between a Britifli

foldier, and fome young men in Bofton ; the fol-

dier found it ncceflary, to fly to the main-guard

for protection, which immediately turned out, and

was, in a few minutes, furroandcd by a numerous

and outrageous mob, who proceeded to pelt them

with fticks and ftones in a moft unmerciful manner.

Captain Prefton, who that day was officer of the

guard, ordered his men in a pofture of defence,

with fixed bayonets j and endeavoured to perfuade
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the populace of the impropriety of their behaviour,

and the fatal confequences, which of neceffity might

enfue.

While he difplayed his eloquence to no purpofe,

one of the foldiers having received a contufion by
a ftone from the mob, was enraged to fuch a de-

gree, that he fired upon his adverfary; which Capt.

Prefton no fooner obferved, than he called to his

men not tc fire. But the enraged and exafperated

troops, miftaking the word fire for a command,
blazed away among the populace ; which killed four

promiling young men and a malatto, belides

wounding nine or ten more.

Such unexpefted feverity in proceeding, imme-
diately damped the fpirits of the aflailants, who
retired in the greateft rancour and chagrin, threat-

ning vengeance on the Britifh troops, by the affift-

ance of the country militia.

A new tomb was made for the unfortunate

young men, and the day of their funeral obferved

with the molt melancholly folemnity. — All the

fhops in the city were ordered to be fliut ; the bells

tolled the whole day ; and the corpfe of the four

youths were attended to the place of interment,

in folemn proceflion, by a greater concourfe of

people, than had ever been known to have aflembled

in that country.

The duty on tea having been refcrved as the teft

of American loyalty, three fliips were accordingly

fent oat by the Eaft-India company, loaded with

the devoted article, and arrived at Bdfton about

the end of the year 1773, intending to land their

cargoes in fpite of all oppofition.—But, in this,
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however, they were difappointed : for a number o£

the moft enterprizing inhabitants of Bofton, dref-

ling themfelves as Indians, boldly boarded the

veffels, and taking out their cargoes, of this bitter

and 7iox'ions weed, (as they called it,) threw it into

the fea, without offering any violence to the ma-

ilers and crews of the veffels ; while it is fomewhat

remarkable, that the garrifon of Fort-WilUam, and

armed fliips in the harbour, were quite inactive on

this occafion.

Several fhips with tea had arrived at other ports

in America, but were moflly allowed to return

back to England with their cargoes, except fome

which had been alfo thrown into the fea at CaroHna

;

and althou2:h at New-York it was landed under the

canon of the war fhips, yet it was obliged to be

llored up from any farther ufe.

The news of thefe outrages in America, no

fooner reached the parliament of Great'Britain,

than they proceeded to fuch meafures as they ima-

gined would efl'eclually humble the pride of the

Boftonians, and eflablifli peace and tranquillity

through the whole Continent.

Thr£e bills were accordingly brought in, and

paffcd during that feflion ; one far blocking up the

fort, or harbour of Bojlon, till they fhould pay for

the tea deftroyed ; another /^^r laying afide the char-

ter of the Mafjachifets Bay, and invefling the go-

vernment of that Colony in the Crown, whereby

criminals were to be brousfht to Great-Britain to

be tried ; and a thirds for the ?naklng ?UGre effed.u(il

provifion for the province of ^ebec, in North America,

Thefe new acts of pailiament, were received m
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the Colonies, with the greateft contempt and info-

lence ; while, at the fame time, they affected a fort

of ironical mourning.—The fhips in the harbours

hung out their colours half-maft high ; the bells

rang muffled j and the acts themfelves were printed

on mourning paper, with a death's-head affixed to

them, and cried about the ftreets, as The Folly

OF England, and the Ruin of America.

Both countries feemed now determined on a

rupture J they had long enjoyed the ineftimable

bleffings of peace, liberty, and affluence, and were

neither contented with, nor thankful for fuch

mercies.— Deifm, profanity, and all manner of

wickednefs, feemed to cay loud for vindidlve

judgments ; while pride and ambition had bound

them in chains of flavery, and were dragging them

captive to their own deftru<5tion.

No national principle, could induce Great-Britain,

fo inconiiderately, to rufli into variance with her

flourilhing Colonies ; neither could the Colonifts

pretend to thefmalleil degree of propriety or reafon,

in fo early exciting the arms of one of the moft

powerful empires in Europe. Their deftroying the

tea, was certainly a prepoflerous and unjuftifiable

proceeding. It's being ftored up in Bofton, could

be no great infringement upon their liberties, fo

long as they were under no impulfe to buy it, un-

lefs they pleafed.

But they argued, " That had they permitted it

to have been landed, it would, in fpite of all op-

polition, have been interfperfed through the coun-

try, and confequently have brought the duty im-

pofed." But, even admitting this to have been the

F
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cafe, it was by no means a fufficient pretence for

involving themfelves in an unnatural and defolat-

ing war.—People, who were verfant in the coun-

try, attributed the caufes to other motives.

There were in America, numbers of men, of

great talents, who had acquired large fortunes, and

imagined themfelves nothing inferior to the nobles

of Europe, but in the nominal titles ; which defici-

ency, their pride and ambition wifhed to fupply,

by fecretly endeavouring to eftablifli the great and

flourifliing Continent of North America, into a free

and independent empire ; in which, they expected

to hold high places, either in the ftate or army.

They therefore, had circulated inflammatory let-

ters all over the Continent, alarming the people of

the danger that their civil and religious liberties

were in ; and afferting, " That Great-Britain was

wreathing the chains of flavery about their necks,

and intended to drai^ them into an inconditional

fubmiilion ; which, if they tamely fubmitted to,

would involve them and their poilerity in cruel

and oppreffive bondage."

Thus thefe crafty and defigning leaders, under

the fpecious pretence of Patriotifm, and afferting

the liberty and welfare of their country, had fpread

a political conflagration all over the Continent; and

fo far prevailed upon the credulous and unfufpccl-

ing people, that county and town-meetings were

every where held, and the Northern provinces at

laft entered into a fokmn league and covenant^ to

purchafe no Britifli goods, nor allow them to come
into the country, till their grievances were re-

dreflcd.
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Numerous refolutions were alfo agreed to, all

over the country, for encouraging manufaclures,

and loping off every fuperfluity in life ; while va-

rious petitions and remonftrances were made to

the feveral governors of the Colonies. But thefe

were generally drawn in fuch infolent and arrogant

language, as caufed them to be rejected as fcanda-

bus lybels againft the Britifh government, which
broke up all regal authority through moft of the

provinces.

At laft, after much altercation and buftle, it

was determined upon, through the feveral Colo-

nies, to call a general Congrefs, in order to deli-

berate upon their prefent grievances, and proceed

to fuch meafures as might be moft effectual for the

prefervation of their civil and religious liberties.

—

Delegates were accordingly chofen, who met in the

State-house of Philadelphia, on the 5th day of

September 1774, under the title of T'/^i? Ci?;^//;^^'^/^/

Congrefs, which was compofed of fifty-one of the

principal inhabitants of the country; fome of which

were men of uncommon abiUties and genius, as

well as literary and oratorial talents, which they

have evinced by their very concife and animated

writings.

This audacious Affembly, immediately on their

meeting, drew up a long declaration of rights, as

they called it : in which they expreffed the higheft

approbation of the conduct of the people of Boilon ;

and affured them, that all America would afiift

them in the fupport and protc>flion of the privi-

leges of Britifli fubjecls; and recommended to the

reft of the Provinces, to contribute towards the

F 2
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relief of thofe that fhould happen to be fufFerers by

the efieds of the Bcjlon port-bill.

They then drew up a feries of Refolves, to be

llriclly obferved by all the people of America : and

as nothing can be faid upon the fubjed:, fo fliort,

or expreilive of the general fpirit and difpofition of

the country, as thefe refolutions, 1 fhall here infert

them in their own words, as they were publifhed

in the Continental Gazette, as follows.

" We his Majefty's moft loyal fubjecls, the de-

legates of the feveral Colonies of New-Hampfhire,

Maffachufets-Bay, Khode-Ifland, Conneclicut, New-
York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, the three Lower

Counties of Newcaille, Kent, and SufTex, on the

Delaware; Maryland, Virginia, North CaroHna,

and South Carolina, deputed to reprefent them in

a Continental Congrefs, held in the city of Phila-

delphia on the 5th day of September 1774, avow-

ing our allegiance to his Majefty, our affeclion and

regard for our fellow-fubjecrs in Great-Britain, and

elfewhere, affcd:ed with the deepect anxiety, and

moft alarming ap'prehcnfions, at thofe grievances

and diiireireb, with which his Majefty's American

fubjeds are opprefled; and having taken under our

molt ferious deliberation, the ftate of the whole

Continent, find, That the prefent unhappy fitua-

tion of affairs, is occaftoned by a ruinous fyftem of

Colony adniiniftration, adopted by the Britifli mi-

niftry, about the year 176^, evidently calculated

for enflaving thefe Colonies, and with them the

Britifli empire.

" In profecution of which fyftem, various acts

of parliament have been paficd, for raifing a reve-
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nue in America ; for depriving the American fub-

ie<5ls, in many inftances, of the conftitutional trial

by jury; expoiing their lives to danger, by direct-

ing a new and illegal trial beyond the feas, for

crimes alledged to have been committed in America

:

and, in profecution of the fame fyftcm, feveral

late, cruel, and opprellive acts have pafled, refpe6t-

ing the town of Bofton, and the Maffachufets Bayj
and alfo an act for extending the province of Que-
bec, fo as to border on the Weftern frontiers of

thefe Colonies, eftablilhing an arbitrary government
therein, and difcouraging the fettling of Britifii

fubjects in that wide extended country: thus, by
the influence of civil principles, and ancient preju-

dices, to difpofe the inhabitants, to a(5t with hofli-

lity againft the free Proteftant Colonies, whenever
a wicked miniftry fhall choofe fo to direct them.

" To obtain redrefs of thefe grievances, which

threaten deftru6tion to the lives, liberty, and pro-

perty of his Majefty's fubjects in North America,

we are of opinion, that a non-importation, non-

confumption, and non-exportation agreement, faith-

fully adhered to, will prove the moft fpeedy, effec-

tual, and peaceable meafure : and therefore we do,

for ourfelves, and the inhabitants of the feveral

Colonies, whom we reprefent, firmly agree and af-

fociate, under the iacred ties of virtue, honour,

and the love of our country, as follows.

I .
" That from and after the firft day of De-

cember next, we will not import into Britifh A-
merica, from Great-Britain or Ireland, any goods,

wares, or merchandize whatfoever, or from any

other place, any fuch goods, wares, or merchaa-
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difc, as fliall have been exported from Britain or

Ireland ; nor will we, after that day, import any

Eaft-India tea from any part of the world ; nor any

molaffes, fyrop, panels, coffee, or pimento, from

the Britifli plantations, or from Dominica; nor

wines from Madeira, or the Weftern Iflands ; nor

foreign indigo.

2 . " That we will neither import, nor purchafe

any flave imported, after the firft day of December

next : after which time, we will wholly difcontinuc

the flave trade, and will neither be concerned in it

ourfelves, nor will we hire our veffels, nor fell our

commodities, or manufactures, to thofe who are

concerned in it.

g. " As a non-confumption agreement, flrictly

adhered to, will be an effectual fecurity for the ob-

fervation of the non-importation, we do, as above,

folemnly agree and affociate, that from this day we
will not purchafe or ufe any tea, imported on ac-

count of the Eaft-India company, or any on which

a duty hath been, or fhall be paid ; and from and

after the firft day of March next, we will not pur-

chafe, or ufe any Eaft-India tea whatever ; nor will

we, nor fliall any perfon for or under us, purchafe

or ufe any of thofe goods, wares, or merchandife,

—we have agreed not to import, which we fliall

know, or have caufe to fufpecl were imported after

the firft day of December, except fuch as come

under the rules and direftions of the tenth article

hereafter-mentioned.

/\.
" The earncft defirc we have, not to injure

our fellow-fubjcds in Great-Britain or Ireland, or

the Weft-Indies, induces us to fufpend a ncn-ex-
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portation until the tenth day of September, 1775 ;

at which time, if the faid acls, and parts of ads, of

the Britifh Parliament, herein aftermentioned, are

not repealed, we will not, direftly or indirectly,

export any merchandife or commodity whatfoever

to Great-Britain, Ireland, or the Weft-Indies, ex-

cept rice to Europe.

5 .
" Such as are merchants, and ufc the Britifh

and Irifti trade, will give orders as foon as poffible,

to their fadors, agents, and correfpondents in

Great-Britain and Ireland, not to Ihip any goods

to them, on any pretence whatever, as they cannot

be received in America : and if any merchant, re-

fiding in Great-Britain or Ireland, fhall directly or

indiredly, Ihip any goods, wares, or merchandife

for America, in order to break the faid non-impor-

tation agreement, or in any manner contravene

the fame ; on fuch unworthy condud being well

attefted, it ought to be made public j and on the

fame being fo done, we will not, from henceforth,

have any commercial connedion with fuch mer-

chant.

6. "That fuch as are owners of veflels, will

give poiitive orders to their captains or mafters,

not to receive on board their veflels, any goods,

prohibited by the faid non-importation agree-

ment, on pain of immediate difmiflion from their

fervice.

7. " We will ufe our utmoft endeavours to

improve the breed of ftieep, and increafe their

number to the greateft extent j and, to that end,

we v/ilt kill them as fparingly as may be, efpecially

thofe of the moft profitable kind 5 nor will we ex-

!
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port any to the "Weft-Indies, or elfe where: and

thofe of us who are, or may be overftocked with,

or can conveniently fpare any Ihecp, will difpofe of

them to our neighbours, efpecially to the poorer

fort on moderate terms.

8. " That we will, in our feveral Rations, en-

courage frugality, ceconomy, and induftry ; and

promote agriculture, arts, and the manufactures of

this country, efpecially that of wool. And wili

difcontinue, and difcourage every fpccies of ex-

travagance and diffipation ; efpecially all horfe-

racing, and all kinds of gaming, cock-fighting,

or exhibition of fhows, plays, and other expenfiye

diverfions and entertainments. And, on the death

of any relation, or friend, none of us, or any of

©ur families, will go into any further mourning

drefs, than a black crape, or ribbon on the arm

or hat for gentlemen ; and a black ribbon or neck-

lace for ladies. And we will difcontinue the giv-

ing of gloves or fcarfs at funerals.

9. " That fuch as are venders of goods or mer-

chandife, will not take any advantage of the

fcarcity of goods, that may be occafioned by this

aiTociation ; but will fell the fame at the rates we
have been refpeclively accuftomed to do, for twelve

months laft paft. And if any vender of goods or

merchandife, fliall fell any fuch goods on higher

terms, or fhall in any manner, or by any device

whatfoever, violate or depart from this agreement,

no perion ought, nor will any of us deal with any

fuch perfon, or his, or her factor or agent, at any

time thereafter, for any commodity whatever.

10. " In cafe any merchant or trader, or other
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perfdn, iliall import any goods or mercharidifcj

after tile f.ril day of December, and before the

firft day of February next, the fame ought forth-

with, at the eledion of the owner, to be either re-

Ihiped, Or dehvered up to the committee of the

county, or town, wherein they fhail be imported,

to be ilorcd, at the rifk of the importer, untii

the non-importation agreement Ihall ceafe ; or be

fold Under the direction of the committee aforefaid:

and, in the laft-mentioned cafe, the owner, or

owners of fuch goods, ihall be reimburfed, out of

the files, the firft coil and charges ; the profits, if

any, to be applied towards the relieving and em-

ploying fuch poor inhabitants of the town of

Boilon, as are imm.ediate fufferers by the Bofton

Port-Bill. And a particular account of all fuch

goods, fo returned, ilored, or fold, to be inferted

in the public papers : and if any goods or mer-

chandife ihall be imported, after the laid nrft day

of February, the fame ought forthwith to be fent

back again, w^ithout breaking up ?aiy of the pack-

ages thereof.

II. '* That a committee be chofen iii every

county, city, and town, by thofe who are qualified

to vote for reprcfentatives in the legiilature, whofe

bufinefs it ihall be, attentively to obferve the con-

duct of all perfons, touching the afibciatioa. And
when it iliall be made to appear, to the fatisfa^lion

of a majority of any fuch committee, that any

perfon within the limits of their appointment, has

violated this aliociation, that fuch majority do

forthwith caiifc the truth of the Cafe to be publiili-

G
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ed in the Gazette, to the end, th.it all fuch foes to

the rights of Britlfli America, may be publicly

known, and univerfally contemned, as the enemies

of American liberty ; and thenceforth we refpec-

tively will break off all dealings with him or her.

12. " That the committee of corrcfpondence,

in the refpeclive Colonies, do frequently Infped:

the entries of their cuftoni-houfes, and inform each

other, from time to time, of the true Hate thereof,

and of every other material circumftance that may
occur, relative to this alTociation.

13. " That all manufaclurcs of this country be

fold at reafonable prices, fo that no undue advan-

tage be taken of a future fcarcity of goods.

14. " And we do farther agree and refolve,

that we will have no trade, commerce, dealings,

or intercourfe whatfoever, with any Colony or

Province of North America, which fliall not accede

to, or which fhall hereafter violate this affociation
;

but will hold them as unworthy ot" the rights of

freemen, and as inimical to the liberties of their

country. And we do folcmnly bind ourfclves

and our conilituents, under the ties aforelaid, to

adhere to this afibciation, until fuch parts of the

fevcral ads of Parliament paffed fmce the clofe of

the lafl war, as impofe or continue duties on tea,

wine, rnolaffes, fyrop, paneles, coffee, fugar, py-

mento, indigo, foreign paper, glafs, and painters

colours, iniportcd into America, and extend the

powers of the admiralty courts, beyond tlicir an-

cient limits ', deprive tlie American fubjcd: of

trial- by jury ; authorize the judges certilicate to

indemnify the profccuior from damages, that he
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might otherwife be liable to, from a trial of liis

peers ; require opprefllve fecurity from a claiment

of fliips or goods feized, before he Ihall be allowed

to defend his property, are repealed: and until

that part of the acl of the 12 th of George Ilf.

Ch. 24. intitled, An Ad for ths better fecuring His

Majefty's Dock-Tards, Magazines, Ships, Ammimition,

and Stores ; by which any perfons charged with

committing any of the offences therein defcribed

in America, may be tried in any fliire or county

within the realm, is repealed : and until the four

ads paffed in the laft Seflion of Padiament, viz.

That for Hoping the port and blocking up the

harbour of Bofton ; that for altering the charter

and government of the Maffachufets-Bay j and

that which is intitled, An Ad for the better admi-

nijlration of Jufiice, &c. ; and that for extending

the limits of Quebec, &c. are repealed. And we
recommend it to the provincial conventions, and

to the committees in the refpedive Colonies, to

eftablifh fuch further regulations as they may think

proper to carry into execution, concerning this

affociation." In Congrefs, Philadelphia, October

20th, 1774.

Signed by

Peylon Randolph, Prelident.

For New Hampfliire,

For Maflachufets-Bay,

G 2

'^ohn Sullivan,

Nathaniel Folfom,

TJjomas Ciijhing,

Samuel Jidams,

John Adams.^

Robert: ''Treatpaine,
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For Rhode-Illand,

For Conneclicut,

For NewrYork,

For New-jerfcy,

For Pennfylvania,

For New-Cafllc, 6'c.

For Maryland,

C Stephen Hopkins^

(^ Samuel Ward.

SEUplyakt Dyer,

Rodger Sherman^

(^ Silas Decnie.

j" Ifaac Lg'-jj,

j
JoJon Alfop,

<j "James Dawne;

j
William Floyd,

\
Henry Weifncr,

L S. Bccntm.

James Kinfey^

Wiiliam Liziingftoue^

Stephen Crane,

Richard Smith.

r J'^fiP^^ Gallozvay,

j
John Dickenfon,

j

Charles Hiunphreys,^^

<{ 'Thomas Mifflin,

1
Edivard Riddle,

1 John Morion,

L George Pvofs.

Cczfar P\.odney,

Thomas M'Kean^

George Read.

Mattbczv Tilchman^

Thomas Johnfton,

William Paca,

Samuel Chafe,



Chap. II. Nort pi America, <6'C, S%

For Virginia,

For North Carolina,

For South Carolina,

f Richard Henry Lee,

I George Wa/hington^

j P. Henry, Junior^

I

Richard Blajid,

j
Benjamine Harrifon,

\^ Edjnond Pendleton^

William Hooper,

Jofeph Hewes,

R. Ca/well.

f"
Henry Middletcn,

I
Thomas Lynch,

<^ Chriflopher Gadfden^

j
John Rutledge,

L Edward Rutledge^

Befides the preceding refolves, the Congrefs

drew up a long petition to the King and Parlia-

ment of Great-Britain ; an addrefs to the province

of Canada j and another to the people of Great-

Britain and Ireland. In all which, they peremp-

torily aflerted, " their indifputable right to alTemble

for the deliberation of their prefent grievances j"

and obferved, " that their anceftors, by emigrat-

ing to America, had by no means forfeit their

right to the privileges of Britifh fubjeds ; and that,

as proprietors of the foil of America, no power on

earth had a right to deprive them of their liberty

and property, without their confent."—They fur-

ther enumerated a long detail of the feveral oppref-

live acls, as they called them, which had been

paffed for feveral years by the Parliament of Britain,

refpecling the Colonies.
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Thefe papers were drawn with a degree of in-

folence and contempt of fovereign authority, pe-

culiar to the fplrit of the country ; and, upon the

whole, contained much more American fire in their

conftitutions, than was either confiftent or ne-

ceffary ; and fully evinced, the ambition and du-

plicity of Congrefs, which rendered their petition,

not only deteftable in Parliament, but abortive in

its effects.

One piece of very neceffary policy was faid to

have been the firft refolve of Congrefs, which was,
*' That, whatever fhould afterwards be determined

Upon by a majority, fhould come out as unani-

mously lEsoLVED
J

by which the public were be-

come entirely unacquainted with the internal ope-

rations of that aflembly, and were made to believe,

that they proceeded with the greateft unanimity

and harmony; neither was it poffible to procure

admittance into the State-houfe, during the fitting

of Congrefs.

It is alfo to be obferved, that each province had

only one vote, without any refpecl to the number
of delegates they fent to Congrefs ; which hav-

ing pafTed a number of Refolves, refpecling the

temporary regulation of their government, ordered

that a new Congrefs be held on the tenth day of

May following, if their grievances were not redref-

fed before that time.

The political infection had by this time taken

hold of all ranks of people ; while every company
now rung with British Tyranny, the Rights of

America, and the poflibility of their living Inde-

pendent of Great-Britain.
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The refolves of Congrefs had therefore become
the creed of all the Colonies ; and were obferved

with a religious punctuality by all, except thofe

who were attached to Great-Britain, by the ties of
confanguinity or intereft, and a number of people,

whofe moderation of fentiment, induced them to

wifli for the continuation of peace, and an union
with the mother-country : but thefe bore fuch a
fmall proportion to the majority, that their /?///

fmall voice was fcarely perceivable.

A provincial Congrefs had been appointed in

each of the refpeclive Colonies, in order to delibe-

rate upon their particular affairs ; and committees
of correfpondence and fafety, were chofen in every
town and county, to tranfmit to one another, fuch
intelligence as they fhould find neceffary, with
committees of infpecVion, appointed to fuperintend

the obfervance of the mandates of Congrefs.

The article of Eail-India tea, had been all along

confidered as the bane of their impending miferies;

and accordingly exclaimed againft, as unworthy to

be drunk by the brave and free-horn people of
America.

The drinking of this en/laving herb had therefore

become a heinous crime, and allowed to be a fure

indication of difafteclion to the liberties of America;
while fuch unhappy perfons were viewed with a

degree of rancour and malice, peculiar to partizans

in the zenith of enthufiafm and phrenzy.

The Committee-men were accordingly authoriz-

ed to fearch every houfe, about the time of the

drinking of this poifonous and deteftabk weed, as they
called it: and whoever was found fo trcfpafllng.
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were publiflied in the Gazette, as enemies to their

country, and inimical to the rights of America.

This was, in efiecl, quietly hinting, to the fran-

tic and lawlefs rabble, to deftroy the houfes of fuch

unlucky perfons, or proceed to the cruel barbarity

of rolling them naked in tar and feathers, and car»

rying them through the city, in this pitiful condi-

tion, as public fpeclacles of contempt and hatred.

But in fpite of all their vigilance, there were

numbers of perfons, who could not fo ealily refrain

from this long^accuftomed and favourite herb ; and

ufed it with fuch fecrecy, that I have often drunk

tea with my landlady and her daughters, in a fmall

garret clofet, leaft we fhould be found by the info-

lent and overbearing members of the Committees,
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CHAP. III.

T/?e opinion of the miniftry and parliament of Great-

Britain^ refpeding the Colonifts.— The progrefs of

the patriots,—The proceedings of the clergy.—I pro-

ceed up the country,— The fentiments of the people

concerning a war,—General Gage's proclamation.

—The Americans take Fort-William and Mary, and

feize all the King*s Jlores.—The Affembly of New-
Tork 'petition the King ; but to no piirpofe. — The

fkirmifhes at Lexington and Concord.—Boflon is fhut

up by the Americans,—The Patriots take the Forts

of Ticonderago and Crononpoint.— Generals Howe,

Burgoyne, and Clinton, arrive at Boflon with troops

»

—The battle ofBunker*s-hill.—The Congrefs ejlablifh

an army, and other military regulations.—Georgia

accedes to the Continental Confederacy.—The Congrefs

again petition the King, addrefs the people of Great-

Britain, and publifh a Declaration to the feveral

Colonies, fetting forth the caufes of their going to

war.

f"Y^ H E Britifh parliament, on hearing of theie

JL daring and audacious proceedings in Ame-
rica, were greatly aroufed and nettled. Their dig-

nity and felf-importance, difdained to have their

authority thus rejected and trampled upon, by thofe

whom they had all along confidered as cowardly,

infignificant paltroons, who would fhrink into

H
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pafTive obedience, at the fight of a red-coat^ and

the Jhaking of a/pear.

Several a6ls of parliament were immediately paf-

fed, reftraining the trade of the Colonies, exclud-

ing them from the Newfoundland fifheries, and

prohibiting the exportation of arms and ammuni-

tion to America ; all intended as an overbalance to

the non-importation agreement of Congrefs, while

an army was prepared to be fent out, confiding of

only a few regiments, which were then allowed to

be more than fufficient, to fubjugate thofe difcon-

tented and rebellious fubjecls ; and -fully proved

minifterial ignorance of the then unanimity, and

ferious intentions of the Colonifts.

The Congrefs having now got tolerably feated

in the chair of American government, with faft

hold of the reins of the caprice of the people ; and

underllanding that their pretended fupplications

w^ere totally rejecled at the throne of Great-Britain,

and that an army was coming out to chaftife their

infolence : They therefore laid afide their preten-

tions to loyalty and lenity, and ftrongly recom-

mended to the people, the learning, of the military

art, with every other preparation for a neceflary

defence.

The militia were accordingly embodied j and e-

very male, from the age of fixteen to fifty years,

was ordered to turn out to mufter, and perfect

themfelves in the military exercife ; which, how-
ever, was a very trying circumftance to the friends

of government, as they found great difliculty in

forming an excufe from this unnatural and auda-
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cious proceeding ; and many, for their (lability,

were treat with the utmoft feverity and rigour.

The public ferment thus proceeded from bad to

worfe, till every hoftile preparation was carried on

with the greateft alacrity and fpirit.— Large pre-

miums were granted for the making of gun-powder

and fire-arms : and the militia turned out, with

fuch enthufiaftic emulation, that the fields re-

founded with martial mufic, and the clanking of

arms ; and every thing elfe feemed ripe for the im-

pending defolation.

During the infancy of this political fever, the

American clergy had been varioufly employed,

according as their intereft and temporal welfare

feemed to incline.

Thofe of the church of England, as they held

their livings by the appointment of the crown of

Great- Britain, ftrongly infinuated the dangerous

tendency of oppofing the civil authority ; while in

their fermons they fignificantly alledged, " That

the powers that were^ were ordained of God; and

that the civil magiftrate was God*s minijler on earth,

invefted with the fword for the funiJJnnent of evil

doers, and the praife of them that did well.'*

On the other hand, thofe of the Prefbyterian

perfuafion, as they held their places only by the

exertion of their talents, and attention to their

duty, greatly envied the permanent fituation of

their Brethren at home ; and therefore wifhed for

a new modelation of government in x^m^ica, by

which, they might not only be invefted with a

higher degree of power, but have their ftipends

H 2
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fettled upon a more folid and durable balls than the

caprice of the people.

They accordingly proceeded to alarm the un-

wary populous, of the tottering lituation of their

liberty of confcience, aflerting, " That by the efta-

blifhment of Popery in Canada, and leveral other

late acls of parliament, it plainly appeared, That

Britain was intending the enforcement of Epifco-

pacy into America, by which their then happy

country would be immediately infefted with cruel

and oppreflive bilhops, vicars, and curates; who
would not only rob them of the tenth of all their

produce, but entertain them on Sabbaths, with dry

and formal ceremony, altogether inconfiftent with

the plain fimplicity of the gofpel."

They further averred, " That the behaviour of

his prefent Majeily, had a great limiliarity to that

of king Charles I. and king James II. ; and might,

in all probability, terminate in the fame ifTue, as the

leading minifters at court were fuppofed to be fe-

cretly Roman Catholics, and were intending by

thofe curve and oblique manoeuvres, to introduce

a defpotic and tyrannical fyftera of government."

—

But as no power on earth had a right to rob them

of thofe invaluable privileges, committed to their

trull by the alone King and Head of the Church,

it was their indifpenlible duty to protect and defend

them, even unto the death.— Their forefathers had

bravely afl'erted their liberty of confcience ; and al-

though many had fallen in the honourable bed of

martyrdom, yet they had cffcclcd that ever-glori-

ous snd happy Revolution.—And, " That pofterity

would look back with hatred and contempt, upon



ChapI III. North America, 6^^. 6t

fuch an extenfive and populous continent, was it

to be tamely enflaved by fuch a corrupted, luxu-

rious, and diflipated ifland as Great-Britain."

- Thus thofe very perfons, who ought to have

preached up nothing but the crofs of Chrijl, with all

the neceffary and attendant virtues of peace, har-

mony, charity, and love, &c. were ftraining every

nerve, in fcattering the feeds of anger, malice, dif-

cOrd, and hatred, which gave deiftical, and un-

principled perfons, great reafon to allcdge, " That

there was no reality in religion at all : and at laft

had fuch an effe(5l upon the credulous people, that

the horrible paffions of difcontent, jealoufy, and

revenge, fat lowering on every patriotic counte-

nance, and totally eradicated every natural and

friendly tie of affection, which did not concentre

in the httle underflood and ambiguous term of A-

merican liberty.

While patriotifm thus rapidly proceeded, the

commercial progrefs began to be greatly retarded

;

as the Britifh velfels had all retired on the appear-

ance of the approaching ftorm, and the arrival of

more was totally excluded.—The principal merch-

ants had alfo got into the Congrefs, or Committees j

and the reft were either fermenting their brains

with politics, or handling their arms in the field.

Although my political taciturnity, and favour

with the merchants, had hitherto protecied me
from poifing a firelock

; yet I now found Philadel-

phia a place by far too hot for my further refidence,

without being introduced into the fervice of Mars;

whofe employment my fentiments rather begged

leave to decline.—And as I had alv/avs entertained
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an irrefiflible defire for exploring the interior parts

of the country, I fet out, intending for Cumber-

land county, in Pennfylvania, where a clergyman

lived, to whom I had brought an introdu6tory let-

ter ; but was unexpeftedly retarded on my journey,

in an old and oppulent fettlement in Lancafter

county, inhabited by a number of capital planters

;

who no fooner knew that I was a ftranger in the

country, than they infifted that I fliould fee them

at their houfes, where I was loaded with all the

civilities I was capable of receiving.—And while I

fuiFered the carefles of thofe very generous and ho-

fpitable people, I was varioully entertained with

politics, and the juftnefs of the war, with the prOf

bability of its terminating in their favours.

When I ventured to alledge, that I thought

them rather precipitant, in commencing hoftilities,

with fuch a powerful and fuccefsful empire ; and

that they were fcarcely ripe, for the reception of

a fpirited explolion of the formidable refources of

Great-Britain : they returned for anfwer, " That

Great-Britain had already paft the zenith of her

glory, as bribery and corruption had fupplanted

honour and virtue; and every political motion

was fecretly enlivened by the fprings of avarice,

intereft, or favour.'*

" That the profecution of a war in that coun-

try, would only be coniidered as a commercial,

and lucrative operation, in which the officers would

be more attentive to the acquifition of fortunes,

and the advancement of places, than the reduc-

tion of America, or the welfare of their country.

" And the foldiery being compofed of the dregs
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of the people, were only a fubjugated parcel of

flaves, who accounted the fervice of their country,

a mechanical employment, for which they were
only allowed a fcanty and pitiful fubiiftence 5 and
could not be fuppofed to fight with fuch emulation

and courage, as the brave and fpirited freemen of

America, who would only be engaged in the de-

fence of their country, and the protedion of their

lives, liberty, and property, with every other dear

and interefting connexion."

They even admitted, " That it might be in the

power of Great-Britain, by means of their navy,

to block up their harbours, and defolate their fea-

port towns ; but that would be very immaterial to

them, who could live on their plantations, almoft

independent of all the world befide ; and prevent

the Englilh from ever penetrating into the country,

as their riflemen could fhoot them from behind

trees, as faft as they would advance."

They likewife predicted, " That fliould it hap-

pen to be neceflary, the French or Spaniards

would willingly lend them their afliftancc, for the

benefit of their trade."

Thus I was entertained, with a prophetical dif-

quifition of the progrefs of the war ; and was not

a little furprized to obferve, a people who had hi-

therto enjoyed the moft profufe affluence and eafe,

fo unanimous in adopting a chimerical fyftem of

liberty, fo pregnant with uncertainty, and all the

horrors and dcfolations of an internal war.

Thofe who reprefented to government, that the

difturbances in America, proceeded only from an

inconfiderable and defignini^ faction, v/cre certain-
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]y much miftaken in their reckoning, as every

unbiafed perfon, who was prefent in the country,

will readily allow, that it was not only a general,

but an almoft unanimous fandion.
'

It is true, that in Virginia, and the Carolinas,

were vaft numbers of Scots-men, with feme in

the reft of the Colonies, who moftly remained at-

tached to government j—and a few other mild and

temperate people, who ftill wifhed for a continu-

ation of the Britifli legiflation.—But thefe bore

fuch a fmall proportion to the majority, that they

were either obliged to conceal their fentiments, or

imdergo the fevereft calamities.

Having proceeded on my journey, I arrived at

the Bigfpring, within a few miles of Carlifle, in

one of the moft fertile, flourifhing, and agreeable

fettlements, Pennfylvania could produce ; where I

was received by my reverend friend, and his very

valuable lady, with fuch a degree of familiarity,

and friendihip, as 1 had feldom experienced be-

fore.

During the hoftile preparations of the patriots.

General Gage, governor of MafTachufets Colony,

had been appointed Commander in Chief of the

Britifli troops in if\merica, with orders to exert

his utmoft endeavours for quieting the minds of

the people, and preventing the prevailing diftur-

bances :—and, for that purpofe, he had liTucd a

long proclamation, peremptorily prohibiting the

meeting of CongrefTefs or Committees ; which had

no other effed, than exafperating the people,

and increafing their contempt of fovereign au-

thority.
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The Congrefs, about this time, feemed to be

greatly embarrafled concerning the inhabitants in

the city of Bofton, as by its lituation on a Pen-

ninfula, only joined to the Continent by a narrow

neck of land, it could eafily be converted by Ge-

;neral Gage's army, into a fort of prifon, wherein

the inhabitants would be kept as hoftages for the

better behaviour of the reft of the country.

They therefore propofed, that the inhabitants

fhould be removed, the city burned, and the

owners indemnified for their lofs. But this

propofition was found, to be attended with fuch

numberlefs unexpefted difficulties, that it was, at

iaft, totally reje<5led ; and nothing remained, but

for the militia to prepare, with all expedition, and

ill'arch to their relief.

All hopes of an accommodation with Great-Bri-

tain being now at an end, the patriots had loft all

temper and moderation, and proceeded to the moft

daring attempts with the greateft alacrity.—Al-

moft all the King's ftores in the feveral Colonies

were feized ; and the people of Newhampfhire,

took poffelfion of Fort William and Mary, where

they found a confiderable quantity of gun-powder,

and other ammunition.

The Provincial AfTembly of New-York, was

one exception to the unanimity of the Colonies

;

for, by a fmall majority, they had difapproved of

the refolves of Congrefs, and had drawn up a long

petition to the court of Great-Britain, upon which

they founded the higheft expectations : but this

being alfo rejected, they unite with the reft of the

Colonies in the greateft difappointment.

I
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The Americans having coUecled a coniide-

rable quantity of warlike ttores, at the town of

Concord, where the Provincial Congrefs of Maffa-

chufets Bay was held,—General Gage thought

proper to fend a detachment of granadiers and

light infantry, with orders to feize them.

This detachment, fuppofed to confift of near

900 men, embarked at Bofton, on the evening of

the 1 8th of April 1775, and having gone a conli-

derable way up Charles-River, they landed, and

proceeded towards Concord, with the greaceft fi-

lence and caution. Notwithftanding of which,

they obfei/ed, that the country was alarmed, by

the ilring of guns, and ringing of bells j befides a

Conlid'cr'\Mc^ody of militiit, who had aiTcmbled
|

on a green beude the town of Lexington. i

The Biitiili troops, on their ,11 rival, ordered

the militia to difperfe; but they refufmg, a fort of

fcattering engagement commenced, in which the

mihtia had eisfht killed and feveral wounded.o
The detachment having proceeded, and arrived

at Concord, they there deftroyed the ordnance,

ammunition, and ftores which they found, and be-

gan to return.—But the war having thus com-

menced, and American blood being now llied,

the melancholy news flew like lightening through

the country, while the militia aflembled in the

greatefl rancour and fury, threatening vengeance

and deftruclion to thofc blood-bounds of tyranny^ as

they called them.

The Britiili troops were now furioully attacked

on all fides, from behind walls, trees, and fences;

and were obliged to fupport an almoU incelTant



Chap. III. North America, 6^r. 67

fire upon fo very unequal terms, till they got back

to Lexington, where they were met by Earl Per-

cy, with a large detachment, and two pieces of

canon, which kept the militia at their diftance,

and brought off the troops, although with confi-

dcrable lofs on both fides.

The news of this tragical excurlion, was no
fooner known in the reft of the provinces, than

the whole country was aroufed to arms ; and the

militia repaired to Bofton, in fuch amazing num-
bers, that the inhabitants and army were totally

blockaded, and cut off from being fupplied

with* provilions and other necelTaries from the

country.

The Congrefs now began to drive the chariot

of American-government with rapid career ; and

paft refolutions for eftablifhing an army, with a

large paper currency for its payment, being bills

of credit ilTued by Congrefs, in the name of the

United Colonies, by which appellation they had

now diftinguifhed themfelves.

In the mean time, fome private companies of

enterprizing patriots, had gone and taken poffef-

lion of the forts of Ticonderago and Crownpoint^

fituated upon the lakes between New-England and

Canada: where they found a confiderable quantity

of military ftores, and about 200 pieces of canon,

befides two veffels, which gave them the command
of Lake Champlain, and fojnc others.

Towards the end of May, Generals Howe, Bur-

goyne, and Clinton, arrived at Bofton from Eng-

land, with a coafiderable force ; when it was ex.-

I 2
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pedled, that thcfe difturbances would have been

effedually crulhed, as it had often been afferted in

Parliament, that a regiment or two of Britiih

troops, could force their way from one end of the

colonies to the other.

Nothing of confequence, however, occured till

towards the middle of June, when General Gage

jfTued a proclamation, offering pardon to all who
were difpofed to lay down their arms, and return

to their refpe^tive occupations, excepting only

Samuel Adams and John Hancock, both members

of Congrefs ; the later having fome time before

been chofen preiident.— It alfo declared, that

martial law fhould take place ; and all who re-

mained in obftinacy, Ihould be treated as traitors

^nd rebels.

This proclamation was accounted by the Ame-
ricans, only as a prelude to the commencement of

hoflilities ; and, in order to be prepared for the

worft,—on the night of the i6th of June, they

began to throw up works upon Bunker's Hill,

iituate a little within the Ifthmus, which joins the

peninfula of Cliarleflown to the main land, and
only feparated from BoHon by Charles-Kiver.

They carried on their work with fuch fecrecy,

^nd expedition, that towards the morning, they

had a llrong redoubt, a breaft-work, and confi-

dcrable entrenchments almoft completed. But
were no fooner obferved by the Lively war-fhip,

than they were furiouily attacked by her, and the

floating-batteries.— Notwithftanding of which,

(hey continued their work, till about noon, wh^n
General Gage fent a detachment of about 2 0q<3
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men, under the command Major General Howe,
and Brigadier General Pigot, to drive the Provin-

cials out of their works.

The attack was commenced by a moft tremen-

duous cannonade, and bombardment, while the

troops ilowly advanced, in order to give the arti-

lery time to demolifli the works, which the Pro-

vincials bore with great compofure and fortitude,

and did not return one lingle Ihot, till the Britifh

were within a little of their works, when they

poured fuch an unexpected fhower of well- directed

rifle-fliot among them, as not only carried off val't

numbers of officers, but threw the troops into fuch

confternation and confufion, as had almoft been

productive of a defeat.

At this critical moment. Sir Henry Clinton ar-

rived from Bolton ; and rallying the troops, brought

them again to the charge ; when they furioully at-

tacked the lines with fixed bayonets ; and, after

an incredible carnage, drove the Provincials out of

their works.

During the engagement, the beautiful Town of

Charlestown had, either intentionally or acci-

dentally, been fet on fire, and burned to the

ground.

The lofs of the Britilh in this defperate action,

was generally allowed to b& about 200 killed, and

800 wounded; befides a lieutenant-colonel, two
majors, feven captains, and nine fubalterns killed;

and about feventy officers wounded.—Thofe niofily

regretted, were lieutenant-colonel Abercromby,

with the majors Pitcairn and Spendlove.

The lofs of the Provincials, from the various ac»



70 A VIEW OF Chap. m.

counts, could never be properly afcertalned ; but

was allowed to be very confiderable, although the

American accounts reported it to be little more

than 400 men.

The battle of Bunker's-hill was immediately re-

founded all over the country, as " a great victory

obtained over their enemies, as they had repeated-

ly repulfed them with inconceivable flaughter, al-

though t^hey had at lafl retired from their works.'*

The real accounts of the adion began to be

flowly circulated, although with the greateft cau-

tion, as the informers were always allowed to be

enemies to Ajnerican liberty.

The Congrefs now finding matters approach to-

wards extremity, proceeded to appoint general of-

ficers, and to regulate the pay of their army.

—

George Wafliington, Efq; a gentleman of confi-

derable fortune in Virginia, was appointed general,

and commander in chief, of all the Continental

forces of America; while Artemus Ward, Charles

Lee, Philip Schuyler, and Ifrael Putnam, were ap-

pointed to be major-generals ; and Horatio Gates,

adjutant general.

The pay of the private men was no lefs than

eight dollars per month; befides provifions and

cloathing, with fome other neceffaries. An
cnfign had twenty, a lieutenant thirty, and a cap-

tain forty dollars per month, with rations ; but no

cloathing.—The pay of the field ofiicers and gene-

rals was proportionally great ; only it is to be ob-

ferved, that the commander in chief would accept

of no other pay, than a re-imburfement of neceffary

expences : and immediately after his appointment
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proceeded to Bofton to take the command, accom-

panied by General Lee, and a large company of

volunteer? ; and was received in the camp, then

at C^arr dge, with the greateft acclamations of

joy, ar:d. general fatisfa<^ion.

In the mean time, the province of Georgia had

2LCcC'i(:^ to the general alliance; and accordingly

fen', caeir delegates to the general Congrefs, which

now aiTumed the appellation of T.be Delegates for

the Thirteen United Colonies. And, in order

to footh the minds of the people, and to proceed

with a greater degree of apparent propriety, they

again drew up a long petition to the King ; an ad-

drefs to the people of Great-Britain ; and a decla-

ration to the Thirteen United Colonies, fetting forth

the caufes and neceflity of their taking up arms.

And as this, in efl'ecl, comprehends the former two,

and is a clear indication of the general fpirit of the

country, 1 {hall here infert it in its own words, as

follows.

" I F it was poflible for men, who exercife their

reafon, to believe that the divine Author ofour exift-

ence intended a part of the human race to hold an

abfolute propriety in, and an unbounded power over

others, marked out by his infinite goodnefs and

wifdom, as the objects of a legal domination, never

rightly refiflible, however fevere and oppreflive;

the inhabitants of thefe Colonies might at leaft re-

quire, from the parliament of Great-Britain, fomc

evidence, that this dreadful authority over them

has been granted to that body.
*' But a reverence for our great Creator, prin-
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ciples of humanity, and the dilates of common-
fenfe, muft convince all thofe who reflect upon the

fubjecl, that government was inflituted to promote

the welfare of mankind, and ought to be admini-

llred for the attainment of that end.

" The legiflature of Great-Britain, however ftimu-

lated by an inordinate paffion for a power, not only

unjuftifiable, but which they know to be peculiarly

reprobated by the very conftitution of that king-

dom, and defperate of fuccefs in any mode of con-

teft where regard Ihould be had to truth, law, or

right, have at length, deferting thefe, attempted

to effect their cruel and impolitic purpofe of enflav-

ing thefe Colonies by violence ; and have thereby

rendered it ncceffary for us to clofe with their laft

appeal, from reafon to amis.

" Yet, however blinded that aiTembly may be,

by their intemperate rage for unlimited domination,

fo as to flight juftice, and the opinion of mankind,

we efl:eem ourfelves bound, by obligations of re-

fpecl to the refl; of the world, to make known the

juflice of our caufc.—Our forefathers, inhabitants

of the Ifland of Great-Britain, left their native land,

to feek on thefe fhores a refidence for civil and re-

ligious freedom, at the cxpence of their blood, at

the hazard of their fortunes, without the leafl

charge to the country from which they removed

;

by unceafing labour, and an unconquerable fpirit,

they eflefted fcttlcraents in the diftant and inhofpi-

table wilds of America, then filled with numerous

and warlike nations of Barbarians.— Societies or

governments, vefled with perfe(5l legiflators, were

iormcd under charters from "the crown, and aa



Chap. III. North America, 6*^. 73

harmonious intercourfe was eftabliftied between the

Colonies, and the kingdom from which they de-

rived their origin.— The mutual benefits of this

union became, in a fhort time, fo extraordinary, as

to excite aftonifliment.

" It is univerfally confeffed, that the amazing

increafe of the wealth, ftrength, and navigation of

the realm, arofe from this fource ; and the mini-

fter, who fo wifely and fuccefsfuUy directed the

meafures of Great-Britain, in the late war, pub-

licly declared, that thcfe colonies enabled her to

triumph over her enemies.

" Towards the conclulion of that war, it pleaf-

ed our Sovereign to make a change in his counfels.

From that fatal moment the affairs of the Britifh

empire began to fall into confufion ; and gradually

Hiding from the fummit of glorious profperity, to

which they had been advanced, by the virtues and

abilities of one man, arc at length diftracled by

the convulfions, that now Ihake it to its deepefl

foundations. The new miniftry, finding the

brave foes of Britain, though frequently defeated,

yet ftill contending, took up the unfortunate idea

of granting them a hafty peace, and of then fub-

duing her faithful friends.

" Thefe devoted Colonies were judged to be in

fuch a ftate, as to prefent viclories, with bloodlhed,

and all the eafy emoluments of flatutable plunder

The uninterrupted tenor of their peaceable and re-

fpedful behaviour, from the beginning of Coloni-

zation ; their dutiful, zealous, and ufeful fervices

during the war, though fo recently and amply ac-
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knowledged in the moft honourable manner by his

Majefty, by the late king, and by parliament,

could not fave them from the meditated inova-

ticns.

" Parliament was influenced to adopt the per-

nicious project ; and, afluming a new power over

them, have, in the courfe of eleven years, given

fuch decifive fpecimens of the fpirit and confe-

quences attending this power, as to leave no doubt

concerning the effecls of acquiefcence under it.

—

They have undertaken to give and grant our mo-
ney without our confcnt, though we have ever

cxercifcd an exclufive right to difpofe of our own
property.

" Statutes have been pafied for extending the

jurifdidion of courts of admirality, and of vice-ad-

mirality, beyond their ancient limits, for depriving

us of the accuRomed and ineftimable privilege of

tryal by jury, in cafes affecling both life and pro-

perty ; for fufpending the legiflature of one of the

colonies ; for interdicling all commerce of another

;

and for altering fundamentally the form of go-

vernment, eftabliihed by charter; and fecured by

acts of its own legiflature, folemnly confirmed by

the crown ; for exempting the * murderers' of co-

lonifts from legal trial, and, in eiiecl:, from pu-

nifhment; for erecting, in a neighbouring pro-

vince, acquired by the joint arms of Great-Britain!

and America, a defpotifm, dangerous to our very'

exiftance; and for quartering foldiers upon the

colonlfts in time of profound peace.—It has alfo

been refolved in parliament, that colonlfts, charged
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with committing certain offences, ihall be tranf-

ported to England to be tried.

" But, why fliould we ennumerate our injuries

in detail ? By one flatute it is declared, that Par-

liament can " of right make laws to bind us in all

*' cafes whatfoever." What is to defend us a-

gainft fo enormous, fo unlimited a power ? Not
a lingle man of thofe, who affume it, is chofen by

us, or is fubjed to our controul or influence ; but,

on the contrary, they are all of them exempt from

the operation of fuch laws : and an American re-

venue, if not diverted from the oftenfible purpofes

for which it is raifed, would actually lighten their

own burdens, in proportion as they increafe

ours.

" We faw the mifery to which fuch defpotifin

would reduce us.—We, for ten years, inceffantly

and ineffedlually befieged the throne as fuppllcants

;

we reafoned, we remonftrated with Parliament,

in the moft mild and decent language.—But ad-

mlnlftration, fenfible that we fliould regard thefe

oppreflive meafures, as freemen ought to do, fent

over fleets and armies to enforce them.—The In-

dignation of the Americans was roufed, it is true

;

but it was the indignation of a virtuous, loyal,

and affecllonate people.

" A Congrefs of delegates from the united colo-

nies was afl'embled at Philadelphia, on the 5 th day

of lafl September. We refolved again to offer an

humble and dutiful petition to the King ; and alfo

addrefled our fellow-fubjecls of Great- Britain.—

-

We have purfued every temperate, every refpecV

K 2
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ful meafure ; we have even proceeded to break off

our commercial intercourfe with our fellow-fub-

je6ls, as the laft peaceable admonition, that our

attachment to no nation upon earth ihould fup-

plant our attachment to liberty.—This we flatter

ourfelves, was the ultimate flep of controverfy

;

but fubfequent events have fhown how vain

was this hope of finding moderation in our

enemies.

" Several threatening expreflions againft the co-

lonies were inferted in his Majefty's fpeech. Our
petition, though we were told it was a decent one

;

that his Majeiiy had been pleafed to receive it gra-

cioufly, and to promife laying it before his parlia-

ment, was hudled into both houfes among a bundle

of American papers, and there neglected.—The
Lords and Commons in their addrefs, in the month
of February, faid. That a rebellion at that time

aflually exifled within the province of Maflfachu-

fets-Bay ; and that thofe concerned in it had been

countenanced and encouraged by unlawful com-
binations and engagements, entered into by his

Majefty's fubjecls in feveral of the other colonies

;

and therefore they befought his Majefty, that he

would take the moft effedual meafures to enforce

due obedience to the laws and authority of the fu-

preme legiilaturc.

Soon after the commercial intercourfe of whole

colonies, with foreign countries, and each other,

was cut off by an act of ParUament; by another,

ieveral of them were entirely prohibited from the

fiiheries in the fcas near their coafts, on which they

aKv:iys depended for their fuftenance ; and large
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reinforcements of fliips and troops were immedi-

ately fent over to General Gage.
" Fruitlefs were all the in treaties, arguments,

and eloquence of an illuftrious band of the moft

diftinguiihed Peers and Commoners, who nobly

and flrenuoufly afferted the juftice of our caufe,

to ftay or even to mitigate the headlefs fury with

which thefe accumulated and unexampled out-

rages were hurried on.—Equally fruitlefs was the

interference of the city of London, of Briftol,

and many other refpedable towns, in our favour.

" Parliament adopted an inlideous manoeuvre,

calculated .to divide us, to eftablifh a perpetual

auction of taxations, where colony fhould bid a-

gainll colony, all of them uninformed what ranfom

fhould redeem their lives j and thus to extort from

us, at the point of the bayonet, the unknown
fums that fhould be fufficient to gratify, if poillble

to gratify, minifterial rapacity, with the miferable

indulgence left to us, of raifmg in our own mode
the prefcribed tribute.—What terms more rigid

and humiliating could have been dictated by re-

morfelefs vi(5lors to conquered enemies! In our

prefent circumflances, to accept them would be to

deferve them.

" Soon after the intelligence of thefe proceedings

arrived on this Continent, General Gage, who, in

the courfe of the lad year, had taken polTeffion of

the town of Boflon in the province of Maffachufets-

Bay, and ftill occupied it as a garrifon, on the 19th

day of April fent out, from that place, a large de-

tachment of his army, who made an unprovoked

aflault on the inhabitants of the faid province, at
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the town of Lexington, as appears by the affidavits

of a great number of perfons, fome of whom were

officers and foldiers of that detachment ; murdered

eight of the inhabitants, and wounded many others.

" From thence the troops proceeded in warhke

array to the town of Concord, where they fet upon

another party of the inhabitants of the fame pro-

vince, killing feveral, and wounding more, until

compelled to retreat by the country-people, fudden-

ly affismbled to repel this cruel aggreffion.

" Hoftilities, thus commenced by the Britifli

troops, have been lince profecuted by them, with-

out regard to faith or reputation. The inhabitants

of Bofton being confined within that town by the

General, their governor j and having, in order to

procure their difmiffion, entered into a treaty with

him ; it was ftipulated that the fai4 inhabitants,

having depofited their arms with their own ma-

giftrates, ihould have liberty to depart, taking with

them their other effeds.—They accordingly deli-

vered up their arms ; but, in open violation of

honour, in defiance of the obligation of treaties,

which even favage nations efteem facred, the go-

vernor ordered the arms depofited as aforefaid, that

they might be preferved for their owners, to be

feized by a body of foldiers ; detained the greateft

part of the inhabitants in the town, and compelled

the few who were permitted to retire, to leave their

moft valuable effects behind them.
" By this perfidy, wives are feparated from their

hufbands, children from their parents, the aged

and fick from their relations and friends, who wifh

to attend and comfort them ; and thofe who have
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been ufed to live in plenty, and even in elegance,

are reduced to deplorable diftrefs.

" The General further emulating his minifterial

matters, by a proclamation bearing date on the 12th

day of June, after venting the grofleft falfhoods

and calumnies againft the good people of thefe Co-

lonies, proceeds to " declare them all, either by

name or defcription, to be rebels and traitors ; to

fuperfede the courfe of the common law ; and, in

ftead thereof, to publifli and order the ufe and ex-

ercife of the law-martial,**—His troops have butch-

ered our countrymen, have wantonly burned

Charleftown, befides a confiderable number of

houfes in other places; our fhips and veffels are

feized ; the neceffary fupplies of provifionS are in-

tercepted ; and he is exerting his utmoft power to

fpread deftruclion and deivaflation around him.
" We have received certain intelligence, that

General Carleton, the governor of Canada, is infti-

gating the people of that province, and the Indians,

to fall upon us ; and we have but too much reafon

to apprehend, that fchemes have been formed to

excite domeftic enemies againft us.

*' In brief, a part of thefe Colonies now feels,

and all of them are fure of feeling, as far as the

vengeance of adminiftration can infli6l them, the

complicated calamities of fire, fword, and famine.

AVe are reduced to the alternative of chufing an

unconditional fubmiffion to the tyranny of irritated

miniftcrs, or refiftance by force. The latter is our

choice. We have counted the coft of this conteft,

and find nothing fo dreadful as voluntary flavery.

Honour, juftice, and humanity forbid us tamely
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to furrender that freedom, which we received from

our gallant anceftors, and which our innocent po-

fieri ty have a right to receive from us.—We can-

not endure the infamy and guilt of religning fuc-

ceeding generations to that wretchednefs which in-

evitably awaits them, if we bafely intail hereditary

bondage upon them.
" Our caufeisjuft: our union is perfect : our

internal refourccs are great ; and, if neceflary, fo-

reign aiTiftance is undoubtedly attainable. —— We
gratefully acknowledge, as fignal inftances of the

divine favour towards us, that his providence would

not permit us to be called into this fevere contro-

verfy, until we were grown up to our prefent

ftrength, had been previoully exercifed in warlike

operations, and poiTefred of the means of defending

ourfeives.

" With hearts fortified with thefe animating re-

flections, we moil folenmly, before God and the

world declare, That, exerting the utmoft energy

of thcfe powers which our beneficent Creator hath

gracioufly beflowed upon us, the arms we have

been compelled by our enemies to alTume, we will,

in defiance of every hazard, with unabating firm-

nefs and perfeverance, employ for the prefervation

of our liberties, being with one mind refolved to

die freemen, rather than to live flaves.

" I^aft this declaration fhould difquiet the minds

of our friends and fellow-fubjecls, in any part of

the empire, we afTure them, that we mean not to

diflblve that union, which has fo long and fo hap-

pily fubfifted between us ; and w hich we fincerely

wifli to fee reilorcd. Nccellitv has not vet driven
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us to that defperate meafure, or induced us to ex-

cite any other nation to war againft them. We
have not raifed armies, with ambitious deiigns of

fcparating from Great-Britain, and eftablifliing In-

dependent States. We fight not for glory, or for

conqueft. We exhibit to mankind the remarkable

fpedacle of a people attacked by unprovoked ene-

mies, without any imputation, or even fufpicion

of offence.—They boaft of their privileges and ci-

vilization ; and yet profer no milder condiuions,

than fervitude or death.

*' In our own native land, in defence of the

freedom that is our birth-right, and which we ever

enjoyed, till the late violation of it, for the protec-

tion of our property, acquired folely by the honell

induftry of our forefathers, and ourfelves ; againft

violence adually offered, we have taken up arms.

We fiiall lay them down, when hofiilities ftiall ceafe

on the part of the aggreffors. And all dangers of

their being renewed Ihall be removed, and not be-

fore.

" With an humble confidence in the mercies of

the fupreme and impartial Judge and Ruler of the

univerfe, we moft devoutly implore his divine

goodnefs to conduct us happily through this great

conflict; to difpofe our adverfaries to reconciliation,

on reafonable terms ; and thereby to relieve the

Empire from the calamities of civil war.'*

By order of the Congrefs,

Philadelphia, *) John Hancock, Prefident.

July 6th, 1775.5 ^//^/.Cha.Thomson, Secretary.

L
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CHAP. IV.

Proceedings of the Congrefs, and general enthufiafm of

the Colonifts.—/ am hard preffed to join the militia^

and fet out for the new fettlements.—The manner

of travelling and Jleeping in the woods defcribed.—
/ arrive at the hanks of the Ohio-River^ and prac-

tife fiirveying land.—A defeription of the country in

its original (late, with its wild beafts and reptiles^

'—The manner of procuring and fettling of land,

with the various methods of clearing and improving

plantations

.

—The way of living, andfocial div»r-

fions of the inhabitants.—The genius, habit, fi-

c-ure, complexion, way of living, manners, cujioms,

religion, poverfiment, and peculiarities of the

Indians

»

f"i"^HE Consjrefs, at this time, fecmed to en-

^^ tertain very inadequate ideas concerning

the formation and permanency of an army ; for,

they imagined, that all the people were pofleffed

of fuch permanent zeal and patriotifm as to turn

out, whenever it Ihould be hinted, that their af-

fiftance was neceffary ; and accordingly they en-

lifted their troops only for a year, fix months, or

whatever time was moil fuitable to the people.

They even appeared to be a little cmbarafled in

the career of their government: like pcrfons prac-

tiling a bulinefs, of which they have not a tho-

rough experience, they had enaclcd fcveral laws,
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which, proving inadequate to the purpofe, were

obliged to be fupported by new ones, of a more

determinate and arbitrary nature.—The militia-law

was ordered to be fteadily enforced ; and copies of

the Continentai-Affociation, were tranfmitted all

over the colonies*, to be fubfcribed by every indi-

vidual, capable of bearing arms : and thofe who
refufed this teft of adherance, were treated by the

mercilefs committee-men, in the moft cruel and

arbitrary manner, as *' enemies to their country,

and as unworthy of ihe liberties of America.^*

A political phrenzy, and martial enthufiafm, had

now taken poffeffion of every defcription of pa-

triots; even old men, heads of capital families,

formed themfelves into the ranks of independent

and volunteer batalions, and repaired to Bofton

with the greateft devotion. Their women had

likewife received the intoxicating fpirit to fuch a

degree, that it appeared a perfect phsenomenon in

nature, to obferve them, with the greateft expe-

dition and chearfulnefs, fitting up their hufbands,

fathers, and brothers, for the dangerous, and often

fatal exercifes of the field of battle.

Their public enfigns appeared to proclaim the

greateft heroifm and virtue. Their colours con-

tained, in large capital letters, " LIBERTY or
" DEATH;" their cartQUch-boxes and capes,

" LIBERTY IS THE PRIZE;" and their

paper continental dollars, either difplayed a fnake

cut in pieces, with the motto of. Unite or Die
;

or a chain, in imitation of the united colonieSj^

with the motto of, Mind your Business*

L 2
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During the progrefs of thefe internal operations,

I frequently attended their mufters and meetings,

along with my reverend friend, who, as an advo-

cate for liberty, often difordered their plans, and

embaralTed their counfels, by his uncommon
acutenels of genius, and forcible manner of ar-

guing.

At laft, they began to exprefs their amazement,

that, I ftiould lofe fuch an opportunity of learning

the military art, by which I might not only have

the honour of defending my country, but ar-

rive at high preferments in the army.

I told them that my difpolition did not feem to

incline to a military life ; and that I could fcarcely

yet fay, which was my country, as having finifhed

my education at an early period, I had only taken

a trip of travelHng before I fliould fettle in the

world, in order to evaporate the fumes of foppery,

incident to my nation.

In anfwer to which, they informed me, " that

if I confidered myfelf a fubject of Britain, I ought

to have retired on the commencement of hoftilities,

as no travelling was allowed in belligerent flates,

tofubjecls of the enemy ; and as matters then flood,

I would be obliged, not only to lign the alfociatlon,

but to take my turn in the militia.

I begged a few days for confideratlon ; which

was accordingly granted me, out of refpecl to my
friend, who was greatly beloved in that place.

—And, as I had no other alternative left me, but

either to comply with their demands, or immedi-

ately decamp, 1 fet out, (being about the middle

of fummer) for the new fettlements on the banks
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of the Ohio-River, along with three young men,

who were accidentally coming paft.

Having travelled the firft day pretty comfortably
j

on the fecond, we got as far as the Blue-Mountains,

the rugged fteepnefs of which, was truly terrify-

ing. The paflage by which we afcended, run up

the trad of a rivulet, through almoft inacceflable

rocks, till they got to the top: and our horfes,

pofleffing much of the agile quality of goats, we
made fhift to defcend a winding path, cut in an

almoft perpendicular precipice, to the foot of the

mountain.

The heat of the day, and difficulty in croffing,

had obliged me to lay off my coat ; but when I

came to put it on, to my great furprize and vexa-

tion, I found, that I had irrecoverably loft my
pocket-book, with all my money ; and was going

out to a country, where I had not fo much as the

moft diftant acquaintance.

But being now out of the inhabited world, I

had little occafion for money ; for we carried pro-

vilions along with us, and at nights, turned out

our horfes to feed in the woods, ftruck up a fire,

regaled ourfelves from our budgets, and went to

fleep on the ground.— In the morning we found

our horfes, by the affiftance of bells hung about

their necks for that purpofe, and proceeded on our

journey.

Having travelled for fome days in this manner,

we got acrofs the great Alliginay-mountains, and

Laurel-hills ; and arrived, after a journey, con-

taining various adventures and difficulties, in that

moft fertile and agreeable country on the banks of
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the Ohio-River, which commands the trade of the

Weft-Indies, and Spanifli fettlements : and when it

comes to be fully fettled, will be a confiderablc

place of commerce.

Having fpent fome time in exploring the coun-

try, I fixed my refidence at the houfe of a rich old

widow, who had retired to this new fettlement,

with her only fon and daughter, and lived in«the

greateft harmony and affluence.

After ruminating upon what was beft to be done

in my prefent exigences, I found, that furveying

land, was not only the moft agreeable, but moft

lucrative employment I could follow in that place:

and accordingly fet about it, with fuch diligence

and fuccefs, that I foon acquired a competency for

my prefent felicity j while I had a conftant oppor-

tunity of obferving, that my former romantic ideas,

concerning the country in its primitive ftate, had

almoft attained to the truth.

The hills, as well as the vallies, are all covered

with lofty trees, of white, red, and black oaks;

hickery, afli, elm, maple, poplar, locuft, mulberry,

plumb, and fervice-berry trees ; with variety of o-

thers, too tedious to enumerate.

The woods are well ftored with wild vines of

different forts, and various other flirubs and ofliers.

—The wood is generally ftreight, and grows to an

amazing height in the trunk, which is eafily fplit

into fliingles, ftaves, boards, and rails.

The moft remarkable wild beafts in this country,

are firft, the bufi'aloe ; a large animal, nearer the

fpccies of a cow than any other creature.—Its car-

cafe fometimes weights twelve hundred weight, and
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is excellent meat. They generally travel in large
droves to the falt-fprings or licks, which are very
plenty down the Ohio-KIi^er.

Dears are amazingly plenty in the new fettle-

ments, being beautiful creatures of furprizing ce-
lerity, whofe fldns are of well-known ufe: but their
carcafes are exceedingly dry venifon.

Bears are indifferently plenty; but feldom at-
tack, except in great extremity; and, when hard
hunted, they generally climb up trees, where often
afcending higher than their track will allow, they
tumble down, and become a prey to their purfuers.
—Their flcfh is excellent eating, being much of
the quality of pork.

There are alfo plenty of racoons, fquirrels, and
rabbits

; withfeveral other quadrupeds, which make
delicious venifon.

Wild turkeys are amazingly plenty in the new
countries

; and are fo very ftupid, that they will
fit, in large flocks, upon the trees, till you may
ihoot as many as you pleafe : but when the coun-
try is tolerably fettled, they become exceedingly
wild and fliy.

Rattle-fnakes, copperheads, vipers, black-racers;
garter, green, and water-fnakes,'with a great many
different fpecies of other reptiles, are pretty plenty;
but feldom bite, except when trode upon, which is

not often the cafe.

The quality of the land is generally known
by the wood which it produces.— That which is

covered with walnut, hickery, afh, and black oak,
IS always the bell ; or':;ven whereany of thefe is to-
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lerably plenty, it is good: but wherever pines or ,

cedars are found, the foil is always the worft. ]

The country is well fuppUed with excellent frefh

water fprings ; and has plenty of coal near the fur- ,

face, weft of the Alliginay-mountains.—Limeftone i

is likewife in great plenty, both in the old and new

fettlcmcnts.
i u • t

The firft claimer of a trad of land, holds it by

an indifputable law-right; and has nothing more

to pay, than fome trifling quit-rents, and a fmall

fum for a deed or charter, with a draught of the

place from the Provincial Surveyor-General's of-

fice, where it is entered, according to its fituation.

Although this is not neceffary to be done, till they

are ten or twelve years fettled. *

The greateft part of the land, in the new fettle-

ments, near the frontiers, is claimed by hunters,

or perfons who go out to kill deer in the fall of

the year ; and mark all the land they find unclaim-

ed for themfelves, which they generally fell to per-

fons intending to fettle, for fometimes fo fmall a,

fum that is fcarcely a compenfation for the trouble,

of looking it out.
^

'

A plantation, or traci: of land in New Virginia,

or on the banks of the Ohio, was upwards of 400

acres : but a perfon under that name could hold,

near 500 acres.—No perfon was allowed to claim

more than one plantation, unlefs they had a family;

and then, they might hold one for each child, even

although they were very young.
j

When a plantation is going to be fettled, thel

firft thing they do upon it, is to build a fmall houfc

of ilim ftreight timber, by cutting the trees the
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exad length of the fide-walls, and ends, and

natching them at the corners in form of dove-

tail.

The roof is formed by fliortening the end logs,

from the wall-top, till it terminates in a point,

and is then covered with boards, fplit from Ihort

cuts of the beft oak, which they do with the

greateft dexterity and expedition, as well as the

choping and hewing of wood.

The floor is laid of logs, hewn quite fmooth in

form of planks and exceedingly clofe feamed.—
The door and windows are cut out with a faw,

after the cell is raifed ; the ends of the logs being

properly fupported and faftened to fide-pofts.

—

The feams in the walls are filled up with chips

of wood, and clofe bedaubed with clay.

The houfe being thus finifhed, which is gene-

rally done, by four or five fmart hands in a day,

they then lay off a field, exadly fquare, which

they clear, by picking up with a mattock all the

fmall brulhwood, which, by the bye, is very fcarce

in the new fectlements.

The wood being fo very thin and clean, that

the largeft carriage may be drove, with the great-

eft eafe, almoft all over the country.

The fmall trees are always cut down, and heap-

ed up for burning, along with the brulhwood.

—

The beft of the timber is thrown down, and cut

off in logs of eleven feet long, which they fplit

into fpars, or rails, of a proper fize, of which they

build the fence, by laying them in a winding form

of obtufe angles, about 150 degrees, with the fore end

M
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upon a piece of wood, and the other upon the

fore end of the rail behind.—The corners on each

fide, are ftraight in a line with one another ; and

the operation repeated, till the fence is iix feet

high, which is made quite fafl from fliaking, by

fixing poles in the ground on ^ach fide ; and crof-

fing their tops at the corners, they lay heavy rails

acrofs their projected points, which alfo adds to

the height of the fence.

All the remaining wood upon the field is killed,

by ftriking an ax into the bark all round ; by

which the tree is deprived of nourifliment, and

never puts out more.

The land in the new fettlements is generally fo

eafily cleared, that one hand can fence and clear a

ten-acre field, in the courfe of a winter.—A good

workman can cut down, logoff, and fplit 200

rails in a day.—Neither is the wood, being left

upon the ground any great incumbrance, as by

their dexterity in plowing, they go clofe round the

trees, whofe naked arms, have little efFed, in pre-

venting the powerful influence of the fummer's

fun.

The field being thus cleared and fenced, it is

run off by parallel furrows, fix feet apart; which

are again crofled by others of the fame nature,

only four feet apart.—The Indian corn is planted a-

bout the middle of May, by laying five or fix grains

together, at the crofllngs of the furrows, which'

is nicely covered over with a hoej—and the va-1

cancies plowed up afterwards.

The potatoes, and other garden fluffs, are'

planted about the fame time j the raifing of which, 1
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and the hoeing of the corn, is the principal part

of their fummer's work.

About the end of September, the corn is ripe,

which is cut down, and taken in, and the ground
fown with wheat and rye.—A new field is cleared

next winter for fpring grain ; and fo they proceed

from lefs to more, till they became capital plan-

ters.

Their horfes, cattle, and hogs run wild in the

l^oods 5 the oldeft having a bell hung about its

neck, which can be heard at a great diftance, by
which they are found at any time, every perfon

knowing the found of their own bell, even among
feveral at a time.— It is very common for one

farmer to own 40 or 50 hogs, which run in the

woods, and live upon nuts, &c. v/ith little ex-

pence to the owner.

The only market they have for their furplus

grain, in the new fettlements, for fometime, is

the families which are daily fettling among them,

and always want a fupply for the firft year : but

after the country is tolerably fettled, and begins

to approach towards a ftate of perfection, com-
merce extends, ftores and merchant-milns are e-

reeled all over the country, which not only fupply

them with neceffary articles, but purchafe their

[tfoduce in return.

It is almoft impoflible to defcribe, how eafily the

ivorld may be begun in this new country.—I have

^ften known young men, pofTelTed of no other

lock in the world, than their rifle-gun, an ax, a

nattock, and a hoe, with fome other implements,.

M 2
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go out and take up a tract of land, upon which

they would build a fmali hut, and clear a little

field : but having no horfe, would plant and raife

a crop of corn, &c. with their hoe, which would

procure them neceflaries for a comfortable begin-

ning.—-And even although they were not able to

purchafe a horfe, with which they could join with

any other perfon, in the fame fituation, they need-

ed be at no lofs about fowing of their wheat, &c»

as, for a few days work, they could have a

large field, plowed by thofe who had horfes to

fpare. •!

Nothing can be more charming and agreeable,

than the general fociality and harmony which

reign among all ranks of people, fettled in a new
country.—Every particular piece of work is done

by what they call 2. frolick^ which is the gathering

of a number of the neighbours together, and do-

ing it off at once.

When the corn is ripe, the ears are hauled home,

and laid up in a heap ; and as many invited as will

hufk. it in an evening.—There, perfons of every

defcription, attend and work together, with the

greateft equality, mirth, and amufcment.

The corn being all hufked, they retire to a

defent fupper ; after which, they dance, or play

at any other game, or diveriion, that is moft agree-

able to the company.—Few noclurnal entertain-

'

ments ever gave me more real amufement and fa-'j

tisfaction, than thofe focial meetings.—During

the time I was a llranger, every perfon fccmed

more afliduous than another to promote my hap-

pincfs and entertainment.
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Another capital frolic, but of a more laborious

nature, and totally performed by men, is, the

rolling, or heaping for burning, all the deadned

trees which have fallen down in a field through

the courfe of the winter ; by which the land is to-

tally cleared in a few years.

In the month of February, they make large

quantities of fugar from a fpecies of the mapple,

which there goes under the name of the /ugar-tree.

The woods abound with a fort of tea-plant ; and

even fpice-wood, fage, and falTafras are fometimes

ufed inftead of that article.—Thus all nature feems

to confpire for the eafe, comfort, and encourage-

ment of fettling thofe fertile and extenfivc re-

gions.

My enthuliafra for travelling not being yet fatis-

fied, I fet out in order to fee fome remarkable

places, of which I had read in the hiflory of the

laft war.

The firft I vllited was the famous field were Ge-

neral Bradock was defeated by the French, and

their Indian allies, which now goes under the name
of Bradock's field; and Hill retains the greateft in-

dications of an incredible carnage.

The next place I came to was the pleafantly fi-

tuated town of Pittfburgh, which ftands upon the

banks of the Mohongola-river, a little above the

point, where the junction of it and Alliginay, form

the great Ohio-river.—The famous Fort du Quefne

formerly flood on the very point where the tv/o

rivers unite, but is now in ruins.

Fort Pitt (fo called, in honour of the late Earl

of Chatham) now ilands between the town of Pitts*
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burgh, and the head of the Ohio ; and is furround-

ed by a ftrong wall, and well fortified with artil-

lery.— Near it Hands Grant's-hill, or the place

where General Grant was defeated by a fally of the

French and Indians from Fort du Quefne.

The defire I had always entertained to vifit the

Indian nations, induced me to forgoe every appre-

henlion of danger ; and to embrace the opportunity

of going along with fome young men, who were

going out among thofe favage people.

We accordingly croffed the Alliginay-river, and

explored our way through that great tra^l of coun-

try, yet in poffcffion of the natives j the bounds of

which are unknown to Europeans. And when we
arrived at the Indian towns, or parcels of huts,

we were received with a degree of civility and ho-

fpitality, as unexpe(5ted as furpriilng.

Thofe expreflive emblems of unpoliflied nature,

fometimes difplay an uncommon ability of genius,

and fhine with a tolerable luftrc, when blefled with

a literary education.

Their ordinary drefs in fummer, is a pair of

mocofoons, or flioes made of buckfkin ; a pair

of legings, or piece of bucklkin wrapt about their

legs; a breech-cover, or piece of ikin fattened

about their groin ; and in winter they wear a buf-

faloe's hide, wrapt about their body, to preferve

them from the intenfe cold.—Both men and wo-

men are fo excefllvely fond of jewels and bracelets,

that their arms, ears, and nofes, are loaded with

enormous trinkets.

Thofe who have trade and intercourfe with the

white people, have their legings and breech co-
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vers of cloth, which are curioufly decorated with
waumpum, or fmall beads, and are provided with
blankets, rifles, hatchets, powder, lead, and rum,
in return for their fkins and furs.

The full drefs of an Indian, on days of feftivity,
is nothing more than a pair of mocofoons, and a
breech-cloth ; all the reft of his body being naked,
and curioufly painted various colours.—Sometimes
in imitation of the back-wood hunters, and other
white people, who occafionally vifit them, they are
feen to wear a hunting flsirt, which is made open
before

; and being curioufly fringed, is tied about
their waift with a belt of waumpum.

They are naturally of an olive, or tawny colour;
and generally anoint themfelves with bears greafe,
and other foftning ingredients, to preferve them
from the fcorching efTed of the fun.—The Indian
men are exceedingly ftreight, well-proportioned,
and very grave; but their women, owing to their

ftate of fervitude, are not fo handfome.
They generally live in fmall towns, compofed of

a parcel of little huts, or cabbins ; and move from
place to place as they find it convenient.— They
principally live by hunting and fifliing, with a lit-

tle corn which they raife, and make into homony,
inftead of bread.

The women do all the laborious work ; fuch as,

cutting the wood, building the hut, preparing the
ground, and raifmg the corn ; with every other
piece of menial employment.

In the morning, the men go out to hunt j and
when they kill a deer, or any fuch animal, they
take off the ikin, which they carry along with
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them : but the carcafe is left for the women to

bring home.— The men imagine it derogatory to

their dignity, to interfere in any other concerns

than hunting and war.

When the head of a family returns from hunt-

ing, the wife has the kettle ready, with his fare,

of which he partakes alone, in a ftately manner

:

and when he has done, the reft take what he has

left, while he repairs to bed ; and the wife dries

and rubs his mocofoons for to-morrow's excurfions.

The Indians feldom enter into any formal mar-

riage, but take wives for a fpecified time ; and if

they behave well, they keep them ftill j but if not,

they are fent away, and may be taken by another.

They never chaftife their children, but allow

their natural difpofition a full fway.—Their feafts

and entertainments are exceedingly natural and

limple.——They never fpeak but when they have

fomething of importance to utter, which they ge-

nerally deliver with the moft profound gravity,

and oratorial emphafis.

Thofe of one nation, or alley, behave with the

greatefl refped and complacency to one another

;

and arc warm and affectionate in their perfonal

'

fricndlliips : but when ill-ufed, or otherwife af-

fronted, time itfelf can fcarcely eradicate their,

revenf^e. I

To the (liame of Atheii^s, they, as well as all

other favage people, by a nccelTary confequence of

their immortality, beUeve in the exiftence of a fu-|j

prenie being ; but imagine him of too exalted and

incomprehcnfible a nature, to take cognizance of

fuch infigniiigant creatuies as they j and commonlyj
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denominate him the Good Man : while, at the

fame time, they beheve in the exiftence of a bad

tnan, or malevolent being, who has power to in-

jure them at pleafure 5 and, to prevent which,

they devote the whole ceremony of their adulation

to him.

They are exceeding credulous and fuperititious

in religious matters ; and are often greatly impofed

upon by prophetical enthufiafts, who aiife and

make them believe, that they have had extraordi-

nary revelations, concerning their fate in war,

and the rife or downfal of their feveral na-

tions.

Their preparation for, and proceedings in war,

are horrible, beyond all expreflion ; and often dif-

play the moft barbarous accutenefs of invention,

in tormenting their unhappy captives, who al-

ways endure thofe excruciating tortures, with

the greatell patience, fortitude, and perfeve-

ranee.

Their fyftem of government is by kings, chiefs,

and captains.—A king is head of a nation, of

which there are a great many ; a chief of a tribe,

and a captain of a party of warriors.—Their crown

is in a great meafure hereditary ; while, at the

fame time, in the difpofal of the people : but their

chiefs and captains generally rife by their perfonal

merit.

Being altogether deftitute of literary accom-

plifliments, or the fine arts, their great geniufes

are only emulous to render themfelves popular by

fates in war, dexterity in hunting, or fluency in

oratory.

N
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By their intercourfe with the Europeans, they

are frequently put in poffeffion of large quantities

of rum, and other fpiritous liquors, with which

they often make too free, and throw themfelves,

before they arc aware, into a ftate of abfolute in-

toxication; but no fooner recover their reafon,

than they are fo much afliamed of fuch an agregi-

ous deviation from nature, that if any white per-

fon fhould happen to have been among them, who
had not his fenfes buried in the fame gulf of beaflly

oblivion, rather than fuch a wiinefs of their enor-

mous brutality iliould have any more exiftance,

they will endeavour to conceal their drunkennefs

by murder, and will facrifice the life of the un-

lucky perfon to their fliame and remorfe.

It would far exceed the bounds of my prefent

intentions, to enumerate the various pecuHarities

incident to tliofe favage people : let it therefore

for the prefent fuillce, that being fully fatisfied,

refpecling the various cuiloms, and way of living

of thofe unpolifhed nations, I returned to my for-

mer habitation, and profecuted my former em-

ployment with great fuccefs and comfort, being

dally attended by the feveral owners of the land,

which was bounded by the lines I was furveying,

who were all folicitous to have me home with,

them at nights, when I and my horfe were treated I

with the beft they could afford.—But as it is now
time to turn my views to more unimitting objects,

—I fhall, in the next place, take a retrofpecl of

the proceedings of the war.
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CHAP. V.

^he Congrefs fend an expedition againft Canada.--^

They take Fort Chamblee, and get pojfejjlon of St.

Johns ^ and Montreal, by capitulation,—'Arnold

arrives with a detachment from Bojlon.—'They at-

tempt to Jlorm ^ebec, but are repulfed.—The dif

treffes of the army and inhabitants in Bojlon.—^

Proceedings of the Americans

.

—A com?nittee of Con-

grefs repair to Bojlon,—General Howe embarks the

army,-—General Wajlnngton takes pojfejjion ofBoJlon^

—-The Britijh army arrive at Halifax.—The Con-

grefs affume arbitrary powers.—My manner of liv-

ing in the new fettlements

.

—I return to the lower

counties^ after various adventures and diffictdties*

—-Difputes between Governor Dunmore and the

Virginians

,

—He removes the powder magazine, and

arms the negroes,—He is defeated by the Virginians

at Great-Bridge, and takes to the war-fhips, with

a great many friends to government,—An attempt

by the Scots E?nigrants in Carolina, buz are de-

feated and totally difperfed.— The BritifJj troops

attempt to reduce the CaroUnas, but are repidfed

with great lofs,—The joy of the A?nericans on that

occafion.—The declaration of the independence of

North America,

H E Congrefs being determined to profecute

the war with all pollible vigour : while

the Britiili aimy was weak and cooped up in Bof-

N 2
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ton, had detached an army from Crown-Point

and Ticonderago, under the command of General

Schuyler and Montogemery, which marched into-

Canada, with orders to reduce all the Britifli forti-

fications in that province ; and to endeavour to

perfuade the Canadians to join the reft of the co-

lonifts, in compliance with the government of

Congrefs.

They accordingly, about the beginning of Sep-

tember 1775, arrived at the ifland of St. Johns,

where, on their landing, they were fo roughly

handled by a party of Britilh and Indians, as not

only threw them into great diforder, but obhged

Jthem, for the time, to retreat.—Immediately after

this unexpected repulfe. General Schuyler was o-

bliged to return to Albany, where he was detained

by various buiinefs, upon which the whole weight

of the Canada expedition devolved upon General

Montgomery, who foon after found means to lay

feige to the fort of St. Johns, at this time garri-

Ibned by near two regiments of Britilh troops,

and well provided with artillery, ammunition, and

ilores.

In the mean time, one Ethan Allan, an Ame-
rican adventurer, at the head of a party of enthu-

iiafts, intended to furprife the town of Montreal

;

but, on his approach, he was met by a detach-

ment of troops, who totally defeated his party,

and took himfelf prifoner, when he was caft into

irons, and fent prifoner to England, by Go-

vernor Carleton j but was foon fent back to

America.

The progrefs of General Montgomery, before
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the garrifon of St. Johns, began to be greatly re-

tarded for want of gun-powder, and other mate-

rials ; upon which, he turned his attention to a

fmall fort, called Chamblee, which he eafily car-

ried; and there found fuch a fupply of ammuni-
tion, as enabled him to carry on the fiege of St.

Johns, with fuch rigour and perfeverance, that

about the beginning of November, the garrifon

furrendered, upon being allowed to retain their

private effects, the oiEcers to wear their fide-arms,

and the whole to march out with the honours of

war.

Animated with thefe fucceffes, Montgomery im-

mediately proceeded to Montreal, which, being in

no condition to hold out, alfo furrendered, upon

fecurity being given, that the inhabitants fhould

be allowed the free exercife of their religion, and

peaceable poiTeflion of their private cffecls.

In the mean time. Governor Carleton efcaped to

Quebec; having paffed the enemy's works, in a

boat with muffled oars, in the courfe of a dark

night ; while all the vefTels in the harbour, with

General Prefcot and feveral other officers, were

obliged to furrender prifoners of war.

Whilft matters were thus going on in Upper

Canada, Colonel Arnold had been detached from

Bofton, with about iioo men, in order to affift in

the total redudion of that province : And, after a

moft extraordinary difficult paffage up the Kennibec

river, in which they were frequently obliged to

carry their batteaux and provifions, for nine, ten,

and fometimes twelve miles at a time, they arriv-

ed before Quebec, about the loth of November;
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and having repeatedly fummoned the garrifon to

no purpofe, he drew off his troops, in order to be

refrelhed.

General Montgomery having left a few troops'

in the Fort of Montreal, proceeded, with all ex-

pedition, to join Colonel Arnold; by whofe affift-

ance, and his former fuccefles, he was infpired with

audacity fufficicnt to make an attack upon the al-

moft impregnable garrifon of Quebec ; before whofe

formidable walls, that brave and renowned young

hero. General Woolf, drew his laft breath.

Accordingly, having made every neceflary pre-

paration, he opened a bombardment with five fmall

mortars, which, by the intrepidity and uncommon i

military genius of the governor, with the bravery

of the reft of the oiEcers and foldiers, was render-

ed of little or no effed.
j

In a few days after, he opened a fix-gun battery,'

within a little of the garrifon ; but his mettal being
|

too light, he found this alfo unfuccefsful. And
the inclemency of the weather, in that cold climate,

not admitting of tedious operations, he was either

obliged to rifque the fate of the expedition, upon

.

a defperate attempt, or abandon the enterprize.

In corifequence of which, on the laft day of the

year 1775, they proceeded to ftorm the Fort atj

two feparate places, by two grand divifions ; the

one led on by Montgomery in perfon, and the o-;

ther by Arnold, who was next in command.
t

The tremendous artillery, frowning on their
1

fpirited approach, began with hideous roar to belch

forth flames, anguiili, and death, with fuch fury

and fuccefs, that among many others the brave
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Montgomery fell ; which ftruck his divifion with

fuch confternation and terror, that they retired in

the gneateft diforder and precipitation.

In the mean time, Arnold and his party, had
carried an outer batter, and was rapidly proceed-

ing, when he was wounded by a Ihot in the leg,

which obliged him to be carried off to the camp.

His troops ftill ignorant of Montgomery's fate,

puflied on with great vigour, till at laft they became

fo involved in the garrifon, that all poffibility of

retreat was cut off, and they were obliged to fur-

render prifoners of war ; while the reft of the troops,

being coUeded under the command of the invalid-

ed Arnold, remained in a ftate of inadlivity, dur-

ing the reft of the winter.

During the courfe of thefe tranfaclions in Cana-

da, the Britifli army, and inhabitants in the block-

aded town of Bollon, were fuffering the fevercft

calamities for want of provilions and fewel.— For

the American army was determined that the Britifli

fhould have no fupplies from the country: and the

Britiih were refolved, that the inhabitants fhould

be involved in the fame calamity, by preventing

them from leaving the town.

Several vefTels, however, arrived with provifions

from Britain ; but were moftly taken at the mouth
of the Bay, by American adventurers, which great-

ly increafed the deplorable ftate of the troops in the

town, as well as thofe flationed at Bunker's-hill

;

while the people of the feveral Colonies largely con-

tributed towards the relief of their diftrefTed Bre-

thren in Bofton, and repaired thither with great

alacrity, being in full hopes that as foon as the
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froft fliould fet in feverely, the ftiips would be froze

up, when they expected they would be able to burn

them, and recover the town. But in this they

were difappointed, by the foftnefs of the winter.

In the mean time, they found themfelves greatly

at a lofs, for the articles of gun-powder and fait,

with warlike flores, and camp implements.—But

having a number of fmall privateers, now fitted

out, they captured a Britifh ordnance tranfport,

which being unarmed, and parted from the fleet,

was cafily taken, and brought them a feafonablc

fupply of arms, ammunition, and other camp equi-

page, which was blazed all over the country as a

great acquifition, and the quantity of ftores greatly-

exaggerated.

The time of enliflment of Wafhington's army

being about to expire, they began to experience,

that there were not fuch lawrels to be obtained,

nor fuch pleafures to be enjoyed in a camp, as

they had imagined ; and therefore exprefled a

ftrong inclination to return home to their refpec-

tive habitations.

But a Committee of Congrcfs repairing to

Bofton, on this very alarming criiis, together with

General Walhington, found means to prevail upon

them to inlifl: for another year, alledging, *' That

now was the only time they might ever have it

in their power, bravely to extricate their country

from impending bondage j as while the Englilh

were fuffering for want of various neceflaries, they

might, by a fpirited exertion, cither make them

prifoners of war, or oblige them to eyiicuate the

place."
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Accordingly, about the beginning of March 17 7 <5j

they began to throw up works, and ereft bat-

teries for attacking the town ; while General Howe,
upon whom the chief command had devolved,

on the departure of General Gage, in laft Odlober,

now finding all hopes of forcing the American

lines at an end, began to embark the troops, and

proceeded with fuch expedition, that about the

middle of March, the whole army was on board,

as well as a vaft number of the inhabitants, with

their property, who were well affe6led to the Bri-

tifli government.

General Waflilngton, who hitherto had re-

mained quiet, no fooner obferved the rear of the

army embark, than he marched his troops into

the town, with great military ftate, and other en-

ligns of victory.—And being uncertain of General

Howe's deftination, he difpatched General Lee,

with a detachment to fecure the city of New
York.

The Britifh fleet having waited in the Bay more

than a week, for a fair wind, at laft fo happily at-

tained their delire, that they arrived fafe at Halifax

in a few days, while feveral fhips of war were fta-

tioned at the mouth of the harbour, in order to

prevent vefTels arriving from Britain, from falling

into the hands of the enemy.

TI»e Congrefs at this time began to rule with a

degree of feverity and rigour, incident to their

fudden elevation into power; while they thought

proper totally to fupprefs the liberty of the prefs,

" AUedging, that through that channel, difaffec-

b
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ted perfons might fow endlefs fedidon and animo-

fity among the good people of America;" and, at

laft proceeded to fuch arbitrary meafures, that the

awful monfters, tyranny and opprejfwn^ began to

ilaulk with ftately ftrides all over the united colo-

nies, and wrought fuch devallation, that liberty

of thought only remained, as individuals durfl

neither fpeak nor write what they thought proper,

unlefs in favours of their newly adopted fyftem of

liberty.—They had alfo refolved, that free trade

fliould be opened to all nations ; and the importa-

tion of gun-powder greatly encourr.;,^c, as the

making of that article had been much regarded

for want of falt-petre, and other materials.

As I had flill continued my relidence in the

new fettlements, I had no occafion to go into the

militia; the inhabitants on the frontiers iiaving

been allotted to defend themfelves asrainft inciirfionso
of the Indians, who, at this time, had heea very

quiet and peaceable ; by which, I n'as permitted

to remain without moleftation, and lived in tole-

rable felicity, particularly when at home, in

the very agreeable family where I happened to

refide.

The widow herfelf was a woman of extenfive

knowledge, good principles, and complacency;

neither was her only fon and daugliter any thing

her inferiors in thefc very amiable c ualitjes : and

although both pofleffed of very I.rge fortunes,

were affable and polite to an unco nraon degree.

—The fon, although but a youth, in the flower

of life, neither thought himfclf above, nor was

afliamed of thofe family regulations and religious
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duties, fo much negleded by thofe who pretend

to a higher degree of civilization.— And the

daughter, although inferior to few in either men-
tal or perfonal accomplifhments, was not only-

courteous and graceful in her manner, but ex-

ceedingly attentive to the domellic concerns.

But while I was unacquainted with the courfes

of the country, I fometimes loft my way in the

pathlefs woods, which brought me into great dif-

liculty and trouble.—For one evening, being ra-

ther late in reaching an intending houfe, and a

dark rainy night coming on, I entirely loft my
way ; and after riding from one place to another,

I at laft found myfelf involved in a rugged defart,

where I alighted ; anr* naving fcrambled up and

down hills through thickets and fwampy marfhes,

I iSccame fo fatigued and weary, that I would fain

have tied my horfe to a tree, and lain down till

the morning, had I not known that he was excel-

fively hungry, having rode him more than lixty

miles that day, of known road, belides a great

many after I had loft my way.

I therefore determined to make one more at-

tempt ; andv after travelling a confiderabie way, I

came in fight of a corn-field, which, upon exami-

nation, I found, belonged to the very houfe I was

in queft of; and it being now about the middle of

the night, I got in, and never before felt fo com-

fortable, as after I had got into bed.

Having ftaid about a year in this new country,

I happened to have occafion to return to the lower

counties
J
and accordingly fet out along with four

O 2
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young men, who were alfo going down: and, the

iirft day of our journey, we arrived at the Mohon-

gola-River, near a place which was fometimes

fordable, a little below where the ferry was

kept.

My fellow-travellers, being either amind to favc

their money or time, in going round to the ferry,

all agreed to ford the river, except myfelf, who
flrongly oppofed it ; as I happened to have a giddy

young mare, which I knew was not accuftomed to

fwimming :—but they being unalterably determin-

ed, I was either obliged to rifque it along with

them, or lofe my company j and accordingly, I fol-

lowed them.

The river being more than a quarter of a mile

broad, with a pretty rapid curreRt, was now much
detpei '

,'.i: they liad imagined ; and before we got

half way through, iho loremoft horfes began to

iwime.

My mare no fooner began to lofe bottom, than

fhe reared on end, and plunged me feveral times

over head and ears in the river ; and, as I could

fwime tolerably well, I was under little apprehen-

lions for my own fafety ; but felt a moft fevere vex-

ation and regret for being fo eafily perfuaded.

At laft flie found out the way of fwiming; and,

as I proceeded along, a little dog, belonging to one

of the company, had very curioufly planted itfelf

on her back behind me : but obfcrvinq; that Ihe hado
enough to do befide, I threw it off, when it im-

mediately returned, and took pofl'cflion of its for-

mer feat :—I then threw it a confiderablc diftance
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aWay, upon which it made to the fide with all ex-

pedition.

But, on turning my eyes around me, I obfcrv-

ed more pitiable, or rather ludicrous objefls : for

two of our number being but indifferently mount-
ed, were carried a confiderably way down the river;

and one of their girths having broke, his faddle,

with all his luggage, had gone from below him,

while he fat upon the bare back, with faft hold of

the mane, grinning in a moft ghaftly manner.

At length, with confiderablc difficulty, we all

got fafe afliore, and proceeded fuUenly along, in

the greateft chagrin and referve, being heartily

foaked with water, and our luggage and provifions

in a great meafure fpoiled. But being as yet in a

fettled country, we got to a houfe, where I fat up
all night, drying my cloaths, and other articles, in

order to proceed more comfortably on the enfuing

day.

The fecond night we encamped in the woods,

between the Laurel-hills and Alliginay-mountains

;

where having turned out our horfes, and kindled

a fire, we lay down to fleep : but as I knew that

my mare was exceedingly wild, I got up about the

middle of the night, to try if I could hear her bell;

and after fearching the woods till clear day light,

I found that fhe was entirely gone.—I then fet out

in quefl of her anew; and having explored the

woods till near mid-day, I found her almoft ten

miles back the way by which we had come.

Next night I was determined not to lofe fhght

of her ; and fat up all night for that purpofe.—

I

did the fame the night following, as I was obliged
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to allow her to feed in the woods : but not being

aware of the effects of the want of fleep, I became

almoft ftupified ; and during next day's journey,

would be both fleeping and awake in the fpace of

a few feconds, in fpite of all endeavours to pre-

vent it.

In this ftate of temporary infanity, I arrived at

the Big-fpring, in the houfe of my reverend friend,

where I was put to bed, and flept full fourteen

hours at a ftretch.—There I remained for fome-

time, while I fliall take a review of the difturbances

which had occurred in the old fettlements below.

As early as the beginning of the year 1775, a

jealoufy had commenced between the inhabitants

of Virginia and their Governor.— On their prepa-

rations for war, he had found it a neceffary pre-

caution to remove the llores of the Provincial ma-

gazine on board the fliips of war in the night,—
which the enraged populous no fooner obferved,

than they affembled in great numbers, with arms,

in order to recover the ammunition.

But the Governor being a firm adherent to the

Britifh government, viewed the infantile hoftile

gafconades of the Americans, with the moft fuper-

cilious contempt, and confcquently held them at

Bay, which at laft brought on a long feries of

inteftine ruptures, in which the Governor found it

neceffary to remove his family on board the war-

fhips ; and invited all friends to government, to

repair to the Royal Standard, with liberty and arms

to all flaves who fliould put themfelves under his

protedion.

Having at laft collecT:ed a number of inhabitants



Chap. V. North America, ^c. m
and negroes, with the alliftance of a party of regular

troops, he took pofleffion of Great-Bridge, where the

Americans were entrenched within gun-fliot, when ^

afmart engagement enfued, in which the Governor,

being overpowered by numbers, was obliged to re-

treat to the lliips of war, where a great number of

North-Britons, relidenters in Virginia, accompa-

nied him ; many of whom had left families, and

large eftates in the country.

But the inhabitants being determined to prevent

them from fupplies of provifions, they were oblig-

ed to make frequent excurfions, by which a fort of

plundering hoftilities enfued ; and the fhips of war
moving towards the town of Northfolk, the A-
mericans thought proper to fet it on fire, and after-

wards laid the blame upon the Governor and his

adherents.

Much about the fame time, the Governor of

North Carolina, having taken to the fhips of war,

granted a commiflion to General M'Donald, to raife

a body of friends to government in the two Caro-

linas : and, having colleded a number of Highlan-

ders, who had emigrated to thefe provinces, he

affembled them at a place called Moore*s Creek-

bridge, where he was attacked by a party of militia,

who took him prifoner, and totally difperfed his

army.

Sir Peter Parker, and Earl Cornwallis, having

been fent out early in the fpring, with a fquadron

of fhips, and a detachment of troops, came to Cape

Fear, about the beginning of May 1776, where

they found General Clinton, who had come from

Bofton j and after calling at New-York and Virgi-
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nia, was there waiting for their arrival, and took

the command.

The fhips having got acrofs the bar with great

difficulty, the troops were landed upon Long-Ifland,

while the fleet prepared to attack the Fort which

had been lately ereded upon Sullivan's Ifland, prin-

cipally of cabbage-tree and turfF, and ftrongly for-

tified with artillery.

Every thing being in readinefs about the end of

June, in the morning the fleet began the attack

upon the Fort, when a terrible canonade enfued

;

during which, feveral frigates were fent round, to

cut off the communication with the Continent: but

the pilots, by miftake, lun the A61:eon a-ground,

which was fet on fire, rather than fhe Ihould fall

into the hands of the enemy.

In the mean time, a moft tremendous canonade

fubfifted between the fleet and fort, while General

Clinton remained on Long-IHand with the troops ;

and General Lee was pofted on the Continent, in

order to protect the town of Charleftown.

Several of the fhips being at laft greatly damag-

ed, and fome of the captains killed, and others

wounded, with the lofs of a number of men, they

retired towards the evening ; and, in a few days,

the troops were embarked, and the whole expedi-

tion abandoned.

The Congrefs, immediately on the repulfe of the

Britifli troops, publiflied the moll exalted encomi-

ums on their feveral commanders in Carolina, which

had fuch an eilecl upon the people in general, that'

every patriotic countenance feemed to glow with

joy and exultation ; and it began to be ilrongly in-.

'..]
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iinuated, that it never would be in the power of

Great-Britain to fubjugate the Thirteen United

Colonies.

The Congrefs alfo, about this time, began to

promulgate the abfolute neceffity of declaring

therafelves independent, as while they remained

to be fubjeds of Great-Britain, no other power

could be expeded to lend them the fmalleft

afliftance.

This was, however, warmly oppofed by mild

and confiderate perfons, as they thought that it

would not only make foes of their friends, but

cfFe<flually aroufe the unanimous indignation and

refentment of the whole Britilh empire, whofe

powerful refources would burft upon their heads

with awful explofion.

But the clergy, taking hold of the clew, began

to draw long and fimilar parallels between the be-

haviour of king Rehoboam, and that of the king

of Great-Britain ; afferting, " That he had already

forfaken the wife council of the good old men,

who had ftood before his father, and had advifed

with thofe who had grown up with himfelf,

whofe counfel would, in all probability, terminate

in the revolc of the moft extenfive part of his do-

minions. As he had not only refufed to hearken

unto their voice, but was grievou^y increafing

their burden, and going to chaftife them with the

worft of all fcorpions, an army of foreign merce-

nary iroops, who would lead devaftation, rapine,

and murder through their then happy land."

In a word, almoft every place of public worfhip

now rung with politics, and inflamatory har-

P
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rangues, while their ordinary fubject was Whai
tor tion have we in David f and we have none tnhe"

ritance in the fon of Jeffe : every man to Your Tents,

O Israel: and now Davidfee to thine own houfe.——

So all Jfrael went to their tents.

From this they infered that the king of Britain,

had ah'eady forfeited all right to their allegiance

;

and fignificantly exclaimed unto the people. To
Your Tents, O Israel. At the fame time ob-

ferving, " That although their lawful refiftance

might be attended with the effulion of much
blood

;
yet there was great hope of thofe who

iiiould fall upon the high places of the field, brave-

ly defending their religion and liberty."

The track being thus beat, at laft upon the 4th

day of July 1776, the Congrefs fent forth the de-

claration of the Independency of the thirteen

United States of North America ; which ftruck a

vail number of people with confternation and ter-

ror, as they now thought they faw the British

Lyon aroufing from his licep, and roaring terribly

in their cars.

The Congrefs, who were never deficient In any

thing that might tend to the enforcement of their

rcfolvcs, had iliued a long feries of reafons, for

this audacious proceeding: and, at the fame time,

recommended to each of the refpecT:ive ftates, to

call a convention, or new affembly, in order to

frame a fyllcm of laws, for their temporary go-

vernment.

But the choollng of thcfc provincial alTemblies,

fccmed to be attended with more difiiculty than

was at firfl imagined ; for great part of the people
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were of opinion, " That the conventions ought to

be compofed of men, eminent both for learning

and knowledge ; and that even a few of thofe who
had pradlifed the old laws would be neceffary in

compoling the new.*'

This, however, was warmly oppofed by a great

divifion, who entertained a natural averfion to

lawyers; aflerting, " That as the People were

the bulwark of liberty, and every other fyftem,

their laws ought to be compiled in a plain, ir\tel-

ligible ftile ; whereas lawyers, and thofe who had

their heads full of fophiftical learning, and meta-

phyfical argument, would frame them in fuch a

complex and intricate manner, as nobody could

underftand them, but themfelves." The conven-

tions were at laft fettled, and a formal declaration

of Independency^ publifhed in their Gazettes in the

following words.

" Wpien, in the courfe of human events, it

becomes neceffary for one people to diiTolve the

political bands, v/hich have conneded them with

another, and to affume, among the powers of the

earth, the feparate and equal ftation to which the

laws of nature, and of nature's God intitle them,

a decent refpecl to the opinions of mankind re-

quires, that they Ihould declare the caufes which

impel' them to the feparation.

" We hold thefe truths to be felf-evident ; that

all men are created equal ; that they are endowed by

their Creator with certain unalienable rights ; that

among thefe are life, liberty, and the purfuit of
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happinefs.—That to fecure thefe rights, govern-

ments are inftituted among men, deriving their

juft powers from the confent of the governed ; and

whenever any form of government becomes de-

ilrudive to thefe ends, it is the right of the people

to alter or abolifli it, and to inftitute a new go-

vernment, laying its foundations on fuch prin-

ciples, and organizing its powers in fuch form,

as to them fhall feem moll likely to effed their

fafety and happinefs.

" Prudence, indeed, will dictate, that govern-

ments long eftabliflied fliould not be changed for

light and tranfient caufes ; and accordingly, all

experience hath ftiewn, that mankind are more

difpofed to fuffer, while evils are fufferable, than

to right themfelves by abolifhing the forms to

which they are accuftomed : but when a long train

of abufes and ufurpations, purfuing invariably the

fame object, evinces a defign to reduce them under

ibfolute defpotifm, it is their right, it is their du-

ty, to throw off fuch government, and to provide

new guards for their future fecurity.—Such has

been the patient fufFerance of thefe colonies ; and

fuch is now the neceflity which conftrains them to

alter their former fyftems of government. \The

Declaration then proceeds to recount their /everal griev-

ances, which have been Jo often inferted, that they

Jhally with permijfion^ be left out, while it draws .

to a concliifwn in the follozving words,

2

" la every ftage of thefe oppreflions we have

petitioned for redrefs, in the moil: humble terms

:

our repeated petitions have been anfwered only by

repeated injuries.—A prince, whofe character is
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thus marked, by every act, which may define

a tyranty is unfit to be the ruler of a Free
People.

" Nor have we been wanting in attention to

our Britifli brethren.—We have warned them,

from time to time, of attempts by their legiflators,

to extend an unwarrantable juiifdidion over us:

we have reminded them of the circumftances of

otir emigration and fettlement here : we have ap-

pealed to their native juftice and magnanimity;

and we have conjured them, by the ties of our

common kindnefs, to difavow thefe ufurpations,

which would inevitably interrupt our connexion

and correfpondence :—They too have been deaf to

the voice of juftice and confanguinity.—We muft

therefore acquiefce in the neceility which denoun-

ces our feparation, and hold them, as we hold

the reft of mankind, enemies in war ; in peace^

friends.

" We, therefore, the reprefentatives of the

United States of America, in general Congrefs

aflembled, appealing to the fupreme Judge of the

world, for the rectitude of our intentions, do in

the name, and by the authority of the good people

of thefe colonies, folemnly publifh and declare.

That thefe United Colonies, are, and of right

ought to be, FREE and INDEPENDENT
STATES:—And that they are abfolved from

all allegiance to the Britifli crown ; and that all

political connections between them and the State

of Great-Britain, is, and ought to be, totally dif-

folved; and that, as free and independent ftates,

they have full power to levy war, conclude peace,
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contrad alliances, eftablifli commerce, and to do

all other acts and things, which independent ftates

may of right do—And, for the fupport of this

Declaration, with a firm reliance on the pro-

tedion of divine providence, we mutually pledge

to each other, our lives, our fortunes, and our

facred honour.

Signed by order, and in behalf of the Congrefs,

John Hancock, Preftdent.

Attejl. Charles Thomson, SecretaryP
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CHAP. VI.

Proceedings in Canada.—Governor Carleton reinforced
and defeats the Americans,—General Burgoyne re-
covers Forts St. John, Montreal, and Chamblee
The Britifi army leave Halifax, and go round to

Sandy-hook,—AdmiralHowe arrives at Staten-Ifland
with a great army, andpower to pardon the Ame-
ricans—The Congrefs rejed the Conciliatory Bill.

General WaJInngton refufes to open the difpatches

fent him by the Commiffioners.—The battle of Long-
Ifland,—A Committee of Congrefs wait upon Lord
Howe on Staten-Ifland ; hut are unfatisfed with the
terms of peace,—The Britifh army take poffejfton of
New-Tork, which is fet on fire.— The battle of
White Plains,—The redudion of Forts Wafhington
and Lee.—Rhode-IJland taken,—The Britifh army
over-run the Jerfeys,—General Lee taken.—The A-
merican army greatly reduced,—The Congrefsflee to

Baltimore, and proceed with great /lability, while
anarchy and difcontent rage all over the Colonies,

General Wafhingtonfurprizes, and takes a body of
Heffians at Trenton, which animates the Americans.—The engagement at Princeto?u—The articles of
Confederation between the Provinces of America.

^7HILE affairs were thus going on in the

V other Colonies, the fiege of Quebec had
jbecn in fome degree re-affumed by the Americans,
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who had alfo exerted various unfuccefsful efforts

to fet the town on fire ; till at laft the Ifis man of

war and two frigates, arrived from England, with

fuccours to the garrifon, and a fmall detachment of

land forces and marines, with which, and the

troops in the fort, General Carleton marched out

about the beginning of May 177^? and totally root-

ed and difperfed the Provincials.

Several regiments from Britain and Ireland hav-

ing arrived about the end of May, being part of

the brave army, afterwards under the command of

General Burgoyne; they rendezvoufed at a place

called Three-Rivers, about half way between Que-

bec and Montreal, where they were attacked by a|

party of Americans, under the command of one

General Thomfon ; whom, however, they eafily re-

pulfed, while General Burgoyne and the reft of the

army advanced along the Sorrel-river to St. John's,

Montreal, and Chamblee, which were all abandon-

ed on their approach ; the American army retreat-

ing with great precipitation, till they got back to

Crownpoint.

General Howe having remained at Halifix, in;

expedation of reinforcements, till near the middle

of June, at laft grew impatient, and came round

with the army to Staten-lfland, befide New-York,

where he landed the troops about the beginning

of July, and was foon after joined by a great numj
ber of friends to government, and even fome on

the principal inhabitants, who were difpleafed with

the Declaration of Independence.

In the mean time. Admiral Lord Vifcount Howe,

who had come out from England with a formidable
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force, had gone to Halifax ; but finding that his

brother the General was gone to Staten-Ifland with

the army, he alfo put round, and arrived there a-

bout the middle of July.

A fcheme of reconciliation with America having

been previoufly agreed to by the parliament of

Great-Britain, Admiral and General Howe's were

appointed Commiflioners for holding forth the of-

fers of peace, mercy, and reconciliation to thofc

turbulent and rebellious fubjects ; and accordingly,

a Httle after their arrival at Staten-Ifland, they

tranfmitted, by flags of truce, to the feveral old

governors, copies of the conciliatory bill, attend-

ed by a long declaration of pardon to all who were

difpofed to accept of the offers of peace, and were

willing to return to their former allegiance.

Thefe, however, were immediately publifhed by

Congrefs, in all the American news-papers, with a

long comment or refolve of their own, in which

they contemptuoufly explained to the people the

nature of the powers with which the commiflioners

were entrufted : Obferving, " That it was a very

laughable matter, to offer pardon to thofe who had

never offended j but were only afferting their rights

and privileges : and that it would be much more

confiftent, with the nature of the cafe, for Britain

to :xik pardon of them, for attempting to rob them

of their liberties, and opprefs them with unreafoa-

able exactions/*

Difpatches were then fent over to New-York,

directed to George Washington, Efq j
which

that gentleman pofitively refufed to accept, as they
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were not direcVed according to his charader and

dignity in the army of the United Stares.

The Congrefs highly applauded this dignity of

conducl: in a public refolution, in which they de-

fired, that none of their commanders fhould receive

any letters from the enemy, if not directed accord-

ing to the refpective characters which they fuf-

tained.

Adjutant General Paterfon was at length fent

over with difpatches, diredcd to George Washing-
ton, Efq ; &c. &c. &c. and arrived at Head Quar-

ters in the American camp, where he was received

with the greateft politenefs and military ftate, by

General Wafhington, who again refufed to open

the difpatches, as they were not direfted according

as he had delired.

Colonel Paterfon obferved, that although they

were not directed in the exprefs terms he had men-
tioned, yet the et ceteras implied every thing; and

he hoped, " that a gentleman of his abilities and

moderation, would not think of breaking off a

treaty fo pregnant with the welfare of America,

and all Britifli fubjefts, for fuch a trivial omiffion."

To which General Wafliington replied, " that

although the et ceteras might imply every tJmig, yet

at the fame time they might imply any thing. And
however trifling a matter he might imagine the

form of direction to be, yet he intended to hold it

as a cardinal point, being the grand hinge upon

which the opening of the treaty on his part lliould

turn ; the Congrefs being refolved to hear no prof-

fers from Britain, unattended with the confirma-

tion of Independence."
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Thus all hopes of a reconciliation being over,

for fome time ; and the Britifh commiflioners, while

they held forth the olive branch in one hand, at

the fame time brandifhed a flaming fword in the

other ; and were bufily employed in making every

preparation for reducing them by force of arms.

For, the firft divifion of Heflians, and moft part

of the Britifli troops being arrived, as well as the

army from the fouth, under the command of Gc"

neral Clinton, on the 2 2d of Auguft, the whole

army pafled over to Long-lfland, and landed at

Utretch and Gravefend, under cover of the war-

fhips ; where, having ftaid a few days, putting

themfelves in a proper difpofition, they moved to-

wards the American army, then encamped at Brook-

line, under the command of General Putnam, who
had detached his flying army to poflefs the heights

of Guana, or hills, which lay between the twa
armies.

The Britifli forces now extended the whole

breadth of the Ifland, between Jamiaca-bay, and

the Eafl;-river : the principal part of the army, com-

pofing the right wing, being commanded by Ge-

neral Clinton, Lord Cornwallis, and Earl Piercy.

-—The centre was compofed of the Heflians, under

the command of General Heifler, at Flat-bufli ; and

the left of Britifli, commanded by General Grant,

—-Every thing being in readinefs, on the evening

of the 2 6th, as foon as it was dark, General Clinton

at the head of the granadiers, light infantry, and

light cavalry, with fourteen pieces of canon, crof'

fed the hills at a place called New-Lots, and hap-

pily arrived at the great road between Jamiaca and

0.3
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Bedford ; where turning towards the former of

thefe places, they feized upon a pafs of the great-

eft importance, which, through negligence, or

ignorance in the American Generals, had been left

unguarded.

The pafs being thus opened by Earl Percy, fol-

lowing at a diftance with ten field pieces, the

whole right wing got acrofs the hills without noife

or interruption, and arrived in the level country

below Bedford, between Putnam's lines and his

advanced army,—which, being now inclofed, were

furloufly attacked in front by the Heflians and

General Grant's divifion, while, in attempting to

retreat to their w^orks, they were met and drove

back, by General Clinton's divifion ; by which

they were kept toiling between tv*'o fires, for great

part of the day, with incredible llaughter, till they

at lafl took through a marfh, where a great many
were drowned, and the reft efcaped back to the

lines, expofed to the fire of their purfuers.

Their whole lofs in this engagement, was al-

lowed to amount to near 3000 men, including

killed, taken, and wounded.—Of this great num-
ber only about 1 100 were prifoners, among whom
were Generals Sulivan, Stirling, and Udell; be-

fides three colonels, four lieutenant-colonels, three

majors, eighteen captains, forty-three lieutenants,

eleven enfigns, one adjutant, three furgeons ; and

fomething more than 1000 privates;— befides

thirty-two pieces of canon, and a confiderable quan-

tity of ftores and ammunition.—The lofs of the

Britifli and Hefiians, was confiderably fmall:r than

^i^ight have been expefted, being in all un^er
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380; in which, were only fix officers killed, and

fifteen wounded.

Next day the Britifh army entrenched before

the American lines, and feemed as if they intend-

ed a long and ceremonious fiege; but General

Wafhington having come over from New-York,
ordered a retreat, which had been exceedingly

well fecured ; in confequence of which, the whole

American troops on Long-Ifland, crofTed over to

New-York, on the night of the 2 9 th, with fuch

amazing fecrecy, that they were neither heard nor

obferved by the Britifh troops, who lay in their

front, till they were all out of danger.

Soon after the battle of Long-Ifland, General

Sulivan was fent on parole to Congrefs, if poffible

to perfuade that felf-important afTembly, to take

the conciliatory bill into conlideration ; and his

folicitations were attended with fuch fuccefs, that

Dr. Frankline, Mr. Adams, and Mr. Rutledge,

were appointed a Committee, and waited upon

Lord Howe on Staten-Ifland : but finding that

they were pofTefTed of little other powers, than

that of granting pardons, they returned without

coming to any other agreement.

The taking of the ifland and city of New-York,
therefore, became the next objecl in the view of

the Britifh forces ; and, for that purpofe, it was

invefled by a formidable fleet, while the troops

crofTed over from Long-Ifland, about the middle

of September, a few miles above the city of New-

York, and proceeded to take pofTelTion of the

town.
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The Americans, finding the city no longer te-

nable, retired to King's-Bridge, in great precipi-

tation, leaving behind them their ftores and arti-

lery : and a brigade of Britifii troops being quar-

tered in the city, the reft encamped about the

middle of the ifland, which, although more than

fifteen miles long, is not above one broad.

General Howe had not been many days in pof-

fefiion of New-York, when fome incendiaries who
had ftaid behind, fet it on fire at feveral places,

about the middle of the night ; and being moftly

built of wood, and at that feafon of the year very

^ry, burned with fuch uncontrolable rapidity,

that, in fpite of the activity of the inhabitants, li

and Britifh troops, about one third of the city
ij

was reduced to aihes, \

General Howe, having left the city of New* I

York, under the command of Earl Percy, em- '

barked with a large detachment of troops, and
i

landed at Frogs-Neck, on the Connedicut fide of i

the continent, where he was joined by General

Knyphafen, and the fecond divifion of Heflians,

:

with a regiment of Waldeckers, and fome light

horfe, from Ireland, with which he proceeded to

the White Plains, and attacked the American army,

which he, at laft, obliged to retreat, after a fort i

of fkirmifhing engagement, containing a long fe-

ries of ceremonious manuoevers :—but, difdaining

to take an advantage of their confufion and difor-

der, he let them retire with little moleftation,
I

while General Knyphafen, having taken pofi^eflion
I

of King*s-Bridge, advanced towards Fort-Wafhlng-

ton, upon the New^York fide of the North River j
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and, at this time, commanded by one colonel

Magaw, with about 3000 men„
The attack upon the fort, was put in execution

by four grand divifions. The firft, on the North,
was led on by General Knyphafen, at the head of
two columns of Heflians and Waldeckers j—the fe-

cond by Earl CornwaUis and General Matthew,
with a detachment of light infantry and guards ;

—

the third by Lieutenant-Colonel Stirling, and the

4 2d regiment ; and the fourth by Earl Percy, with
the corps which he commanded All thefe puflied

on with great impetuoiity and fuccefs : and the fort,

being at laft overpowered by numbers, was oblig-

ed to furrender prifoners of war.

I

Immediately after this acquiiition. Earl Corn-
waUis croffed over to the Jerfeys, in order to take

Fort-Lee, upon the North-Kiver, oppolite to Fort-

Wafliington, which was precipitantly abandoned
on his approach, leaving behind, their artillery,

ammunition, and flores.

"While matters were thus fuccefsful in the Jer-

feys, General Clinton, with two brigades of

Britilh, and two of Heffian troops, with a fqua-

dron of war-fhips, commanded by Sir Peter Parker,

had gone and taken poffeffion of Rhode-Ifland,

which being alfo abandoned by the Provincials,

was obtained without lofs.

The Britilh forces, having been thus repeatedly

fuccefsful, fince their landing on Staten-Ifland, to-

wards the beginning of December, totally over-run

the Jerfeys ; and, with little oppofition, extended their

cantdhnients from New-Brunfwick, along the De-
laware 5 having in poffeffion the towns of Prince-
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ton, Trenton, and Burlington, within twenty miles

of Philadelphia ; the American army every where

flying before them, in the greateft confulion and

difmay.

In this alarming fituation of their affairs. Gene-

ral Lee, that favourite officer, having quartered at

a houfe in too great fecurity, and at fome dillance;

from the main body,—Colonel Harcourt, of thej

light dragoons, that enterprizing corps, having!

been informed of his fituation, went with a party

of his troop ; and, with furprizing addrefs and ac-

tivity, feized the Gentries without noife, and forc-

ing the guard, carried off Lee prifoner, and efcap-

ed fafe back, although feveral out-pofts and patroles

lay in the way.

General Lee, having been formerly in the Britilh

fervice, was immediately on his capture, confined

as a deferter; and accordingly treated with all

the feverity which a ftate criminal of the firft mag-

nitude could have experienced, in the mofi: alarm-

ing political conjunfture.
'

General Wafliington, with his ordinary acumen^

endeavoured to evince, that as General Lee had re-

iigned his half pay, in the Britifh fervice, before

the commencement of the war, he could not pro^

perly be accounted a deferter : and having no olli-

cer of equal rank prifoner, he propofed to give fix

field officers in exchange.

This propofal being haughtily rejecled by tlic

Britilh commander, induced the Americans to makq

retaliation; and Colonel Campbell, who hitherto

had received every indulgence from the people of

Bofton, was now thrown into a dungeon, and
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treated with a degree of feverity and rigour, eqUal

to that which Lee experienced, while the Congrefs

declared, that the prifoners in their hands Ihould

be, in every refped:, anfwerable for any violence of*

fered to his perfon.

The American army, which, at the opening of

the campaign, was faid to coniift of near 26,000

men, was now greatly reduced by llaughter, cap-^

tivity, and defertion ; and the time of inliftment

of great part of what remained, being expired,

they and the militia returned homCj without any

ceremony, leaving their fteady commander with

only about 3000, very inefFedive men, to oppofe

the fuccefsful progrefs of a numerous army of ve*

teran troops.

Such, therefore, was their confternatlon and

terror, that the whole fabric of American govern-

ment began to totter from its loweft baiis, while it

was generally allowed* that a proper exertion of

the Britifh army, at this time, would have thrown

it into abfolute diflblution ; for, they had all along

been fully confident, that the Britilli troops could

never penetrate into the country, any farther than

they were protected by the Ihips of war.

But their rapid progrefs through the Jerfeys^

with the taking of General Lee, had broken the

enchantment, and filled all ranks of people with

fuch dejection and difcontent, that they pofitively

refufed to take Congrefs money as payment, ima-

gining that a few days more would reduce it to

total annihilation: while anarchy and confufion

raged in the country, to fuch a degree, that the

R
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people were upon the point of relinquiftung their

new leaders ; and it was evident to every perfon

there prefent, that had the Britifh army only crof-

fed the Delaware, which, it was thought, they might

eafily have done, and taken pofTeffion of Philadel-

phia, that the war would have been at an end.

The Congrefs having fled to Baltimore, on the

approach of the Britifli army, fo near Philadelphia,

there regulated the political helm, even in their

greateft extremity, with fuch undaunted refolution

and ftability, as muft be aftonifhing to all ages.

—

Finding that temporary armies were totally inade-

quate to the purpofe, they Resolved, that a new

army fhould be niifed for during the war, to con-

fift of 88 regiments; each man to receive twenty

dollars bounty, and eight dollars per month. The

oiEcers to be appointed by Congrefs, and to rife in

the army only by merit, without any purchafe.

But the Americans, not being accuftomed to

reftraint, or fubordination, would not engage for ,

the indefinite term of during the war : "upon which

the Congrefs tlwught proper to alter the time, to
^

that of three years.

They alfo publiflied a long addrefs to the people

of the feveral Colonies, fetting forth the caufes of

the war, and inciting to perfeverance ; inforcing

their arguments, by long enumerations of the bar-

barities of the Britifli troops, as well as their Heflian

auxiliaries.—But, notwithflanding the feveral re-

monftrances of Congrefs, and their afluring their

conftituents of foreign aid, the oppofition and dif«

contents in Philadelphia, at laft became fo power-

ful, that General Wafliington was obliged to fend
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General Stirling, with a party of troops, to keep

them in awe.

A confiderable reinforcement of Pennfylvania and

Virginia militia, having been at laft, with difficulty

collected, General Walhington, with a detachment

of about 2500 men, and twenty fmall field pieces,

croffed the Delaware, a few miles above Trenton,

on Chriftmafs night, and having arrived at a can-

tonment of Heffians, commanded by Colonel Rail,

fecurely encamped befide Trenton, he attacked

them, with great judgment, about eight o'clock in

the morning ; and, after a fhort Ikirmilh, in which

Colonel Rail was mortally wounded, he carried off

fome more than 900 prifoners, who were, next

day, marched in great triumph through the city of

Philadelphia, and properly fecured in the interior

parts of the country.

This unexpected fuccefsful enterprize, immedi-

ately infpired the Americans with fuch courage and

animation, that joy now flione in every patriotic

countenance ; and the friends of government, who
lately began to peep out their horns, were obliged

to Ihrink into filence and caution.

The bravery of General Wafhington wasrefound-

ed as almoft fupernatural 5 and it began to be ge-

nerally believed, that the Britifh were neither fa

invincible nor formidable as they had imagined

;

and were therefore refpeclively ambitious to fliine

in the extirpation of their enemies, and the re-

demption of their country.

General Wafhington having, at lafl, collecled a

pretty refpeclable army, croffed over to the Jerfeys,

where he attacked the Britifli troops llationed at

K 2
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Princeton, under the command o£ colonel Maw-
hood; who, after a fevere engagement, made

good their retreat to Brunfwick j while the whole

Britifli army found it necefTary to go into winter

quarters, and only occupied the pofts of Amboy
and Brunfwick, in the Jerfeys from whence

they had a communication by water to New-York.

General AVafhington, having thus recovered

great part of the Jerfeys, ftrongly fortified his en-

campment at Middle-Broch, where he remained

for great part of the winter.

In the mean time the Congrefs having now re-

trieved their affairs from impending ruin ; and

being fully confident of future fuccefs, they pro-

ceeded to ratify the articles of confederation,

which they had drawn up about the beginning of

October ; and as thefe are the grand pillars upon

which the prefent fabricatioU of American govern-

ment now Hands, under the fuppofition of inde-

pendence, it is prefumed that it will be very

acceptable here to infert an original copy of I

thefe,

" Articles of Confederation, and perpetual Union be'\

tiveen the States of Newhamp/hire, MaffachufetS'

Bay, Rhode-Ijland, ConneSlicut, New-Tork. Pen-:

fylvania, the comities of New-Cajlle, Kenty and

Suffex on Dalaivare-River, Maryland, Virginiay

North-Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia.

Article I. " The thirteen States, above-men-

tioned, confederate themfelves under the title of I

TiJE United States of Amekica*
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II. '' They contraft, each in their own name,

by the prefent conftitution, a reciprocal treaty of

alliance and friendfhip, for their common defence,

for the maintenance of their liberties, and for their

general and mutual advantage; obliging themfelves

to affift each other, againft all violence that may
threaten all, or any one of them ; and to repel, in

common, all the attacks that may be levelled a-

gainft all or any one of them, on account of reli-

gion, fovereignty, commerce, or under any other

pretext whatfoever.

III. " Each ftate referves to themfelves alone,

the exclufive right of regulating their internal go-

vernment, and of framing laws, in all matters,

that are not included in the articles of the prefent

confederation, and which cannot any way preju-

dize the fame.

IV. " No ftate in particular fliall either fend or

deceive embaffies, begin any negociations, contract

any engagements, form any alliances, conclude

any treaties with any king, prince, or power

whatfoever, without the confent of the united

States, alTembled in general Congrefs.—No perfon,

invefted with any poft whatever, under the au-

thority of the united States, or of any of them,

whether he has appointments belonging to his em-

ployments, or whether it be a commillion purely

confidential, fhall be allowed to accept any pre-

prefents, gratuities, emoluments, or any offices

or titles of any kind whatever, from any kings,

princes, or foreign powers. And the general

Affembly of the united States, nor any ftate
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in particular, fliall not confer any title of no-

bility.

V. " Two, nor feveral of the faid States, ffiall

not have power to form alliances or confederations,

nor conclude any private treaty anjong themfelves,

without the confent of the united States, affem-

bled in general Congrefs ; and without the aim

and duration of that private convention be exadly

fpecified in the confent.

VI. " No State fliall lay on any impofls, nor

cflablifh any duties whatever, the efFed of which

might alter, directly or indirectly, the claufes of

the treaties to be concluded, hereafter, by the

affembly of the united States, with any kings,

princes, or powers whatfoevcr.

VII. " There Ihall not be kept by any of the faid

States, in particular, any veffels or fhips of war

;

above the number judged neceflary, by the

Affembly of the united States, for the defence of

that State and its commerce ; and there fliall not

be kept on foot, in time of peace, by any of the

faid States, any troops above the number deter-

mined by the Affembly of the united States, to

guard the ftrong places or forts, neceffary for the

defence of that State j but each State fliall always

keep a well-difciplined militia, fufiiciently armed

and equipped ;—and fliall be careful to procure and

keep in conflant readinefs, in the public magazines,

a fufficient number of field pieces and tents, with

a proper quantity of ammunition, and implements

of war.

VIII. " When any of the faid States fliall raife

troops, for the common defence, all the officers
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of the rank of colonel, and under, fhall be ap-

pointed by the legiflative body of the State, that Ihall

have raifed the troops, or in fuch manner as that

State Ihall have judged proper to regulate the no-

minations; and, when any vacancy happens in

thefe polls, they fliall be filled up by the faid

State.

IX. " All the expences of war, and other de-

burfements that fhall be made for the common
defence, or the general weal j and that fhall be

ordered by the Affembly of the united States, fliall

be paid out of the funds of a common treafury.

—

That common treafury fliall be formed, by the

contribution of each of the aforefaid States, in

proportion to the number of the inhabitants of

every age, fex, or quality, except the Indians,

who fliall be exempt from taxes in each State;

and, in order to fix the quota of the contribution,

every three years, the inhabitants fhall be num-

bered; in which enumeration, the number of

white people fliall be diftinguiflied, and that enu-

meration fliall be fent to the general Aflembly of

the united States.—The taxes appropriated to pay

this quota, fhall be laid, and levied in the extent

of each flate, by the authority and orders of its

legiflative body, within the time fixed by the

Aflembly of the united States.

X. " Each of the faid States fliall fubmit to the

: decifions of the Aflembly of the united States, in

all matters, or queftions, referved to that aflembly

by the prefent acl of confederation.

XI. " No ftate fliall engage in war, without the

confent of the united States aflembled in Congrefs,
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except in cafe of actual invafion of fome enemy, or

from a certain knowledge of a refolution taken, by

fome Indian nation, to attack them ; and in that

cafe only in which the danger is too urgent to allow

them time to confult the other States. No parti-,

cular ftate fliall give any commiffion to veffels, or

other fhips of war, nor any letters of marque or

reprifal, till after a declaration of war made by the

aflembly of the united States ; and even in that

cafe, they fhall be granted only agalnft the king-

dom or power, or againft the fubjeds of the king-

dom, or of the power againft which war fhall have

been fo declared; and fliall conform, refpecting

thefe objects, to the regulations made by the af-

fembly of the united States. 9
XII. " In order to watch over the general interefl:

of the united States, and direct the general affairs,

there fliall be nominated every year, according to

the form fettled by the legiflative body of each

flate, a certain number of delegates, who fhall fit

at Philadelphia, until the general alTembly of the

united States fhall have ordered othcrwife ; and the

firft Monday in November of each year, fliall be

the 3era fixed for their meeting. Each of the a-

bove-mentioned States, fhall preferve the right

and power to recall, at any time whatever of the

year, their delegates, or any one of them, and to

fend others in the room of them for the remainder

of the year ; and each of the faid States fhall main-

tain their delegates, during the time of the general

aiTembly ; and alfo during the time they fliall be

members of the council of (late, of which mention

fliall be made hereafter.
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XIII. " Each ftate fhall have a vote for the deci-

fion of queftions in the general AfTembly.

XIV. " The gcnetal aflembly of the united States,

fliall alone, and exclufively, have the right and

power to decide, of peace and war, except in the

cafe mentioned in Article XL: to eftablifli rules

for judging in all cafes the legitimacy of the prizes^

taken by fea or land ; ajnd to determine the man-

ner in which the prizes, taken by the fea or land

forces, in the ferviCe of the united States, Ihall be

divided or employed i to grant letters of marque,

or reprifal, in time of peaCe : to appoint tribunals

to take cognizance of piracies, and all other capital

crimes committed on the high fe^s: to eftablilh

tribunals to receive appeals, and judge finally in all

cafes of prizes : to fend and receive ambaffadors

:

to negociate and conclude treaties and alliances

:

to decide all differences actually fubfifling, and thaC

may arife hereafter, between two or feveral of the

after-mentioned States, abotit limits, jurifdidtion,

or any other caufe whatfoever: to' coin money,

and fix its value and ftandard : to fix the weights

and meafures, throughout the w'holc extent of the

united States i to regulate commerce, and treat of

all affairs with the Indians, who are riot members

of any of the States : to eftabliih and regulate the

polls from one State to another, in the whole ex-

tent of the united States ; and to receive on the

letters and packets, fent by poll, the neceffary tax

to defray the expence of that eftabllihment : to ap-

point the general officers of the land forces in the

I

fervice of the united States : to give coi^imiffions to

S
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the other ollicers of the faid troops, vrho fliall have

been appointed by virtue of article the 8th : to

appoint all officers of marine in the fervice of the

united States : to frame all the ordinances necef-

fary for the government and difcipline of the faid

land and fea forces, and to direct their opera*

tions.

" The general AfTembly of the united States,

Ihall be authorized to appoint a council of State,

and fuch committees and civil officers, as they

ihall judge neceffary, for guiding and difpatching

the general affairs, under their authority, whilft

they remain fitting ; and after their feparation,

under the authority of the council of ftate.—They
fliall chufe for prelident, one of their members

;

and for fecretary, the perfon they fliall judge fit

for that place : and they may adjourn at what time

of the year, and to what place of the united States

they fliall think proper.—They fliall have the right

and power to determine and fix the fum, neceffary

to be raifed, and the deburfements neceffary to be

made; to borrow money, and to create bills on

the credit of the united States; to build and fit

out fleets ; to determine the number of troops to

be raifed, or kept in pay: and to require, of

each of the aforefaid States, to compofe the army
by a contingent proportion to the number of it3

white inhabitants.

" Thefe requifitions of the general Affembly fliall

be binding ; and in confequencc the legiflative bo-
;

dy of each State, fliall nominate the particular
\

officers, levy the men, arm and equip them pro- '

perly ; and thefe oiliccrs and fuldiers, thus armed
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md equiped, fliall proceed to the place, and with-

in the time fixed by the general Aflembly.
" But if the general Aflembly, from fome par-

ticular circumftances, fliould think proper to

txempt one or feveral of the States from raifing

troops, or demand of them lefs than their contin-

gent, and fliould, on the contrary, judge it con-

venient that one, or feveral others, fiiould raife

more than their contingent ; the number extraor-

dinary demanded, fliall be raifed, provided with

officers, armed and equlpt in the fame manner as

the contingent, unlefs the legiflative body of that,

or of thofe of the fl:ate, to whom the requifition

ihall have been made, fliould deem it dangerous

for themfelves, to be drained of that number ex-

traordinary ; and in that cafe, they fliall furnifli

no more than what they think compatible, with

their fafety ; and the officers and foldiers, fo raifed

and equiped, fliall go to the place, and within the

time fixed by the general Aflembly.

" The general Aflembly fliall never engage ini

any war, nor grant letters of marque, or reprifal,

in time of peace j nor contract any treaties of al-

liance, or other conventions, except to make peace ;

nor coin money, nor regulate its value, or determine

or affix the fums necefiary to be raifed, or the de-

burfements neceflary to be made, for the defence or

advantage of the united States, or of fome of them,

nor create bills, nor borrow money, on the credit of

the united States, nordifpofe of any fums of money,

iior refolve on the number of fliips of war to be

ibuilt or purchafed, or on the number of troops to

be raifed, for land or fea fervice, nor appoint a

S 2
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commander in chief of the land or fea forces, but

by the united confent of nine of the States ; and

no queftion on any point whatfoever except the

adjourning from one day to another, Ihall be de-

termined, but by a majority of the united States.

—No delegate fliall be chofen for more than three

years out of fix.—No perfon invefted with any

employment whatever, in the extent of the united

States, and receiving by virtue of that employ-

ment, either by himfelf, or through the hands of

any other for him, any fallaries, wages, or emolu-

ments whatever, Ihall be chofen a delegate.—-The

general Aflembly, fhall publifh every month a

journal of their feflions, except what fliall relate to

treaties, alliances, or military operations, when it

fliall appear tq them that thefe matters ought to be

kept fecret.—The opinions, pro and can^ of th?

delegates of each ftate, fliall be entered in thq

Journals as often as any of the delegates of each

State fliall fo demand ; or even to any one of the

delegates of each State, at his particular requifition,

fliall be given a copy of the Journal, except the

parts above-mentioned, to be carried to the leglfla-

tive body of his refpeclive State.

XV. " The council of State fliall be compofed of

one delegate of each of the States, nominated an-

nually by the other delegates of his refpe^iive State.

.-v-And the cafe where the elcftors might not bei

able to agree, that delegate fliall be nominate by

the general Aflembly.—The council of State fliall

be authorized to receive and open all the letters,

jiddrifled to the united States, and anfwer them

;

|)iit ihall not contrad any engagements binding;
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to the united States.—They ihall correfpond with

the legiflative bodies of each State, and with all

perfons employed under the authority of the unit-

ed States, or of fome of the particular legiflative

bodies. They fliall addrefs themfelves to thefe le-

giflative bodies, or the officers to whom each fl:atc

jttiall have entrufted the executive power, for aid

and afTiftance of every kind, as occafion fliall re-

quire.—They fliall give inftru(5tions to the generals,

and dire6l the military operations, by land or by

fea; but without making any alterations in the

objects, or expeditions, determined by the general

Aflembly, unlefs a change of circumftances inter-

vening, and coming to their knowledge, flnce the

breaking up of the Aflembly, fliould render a

change of meafures indifpenfibly neceflary.—They

fliall be careful of the defence and prefervation of

the fortrefles, or fortified ports.—They fliall pro-

cure information of the fltuations and defigns of

the enemy.—They fliall put in execution the mea-

fures and plans that fliall have been refolved by

the general Aflembly, by virtue of the powers

with which they are invefi:ed, by the prefent con-

federation.—They fliall draw upon the treafurers

for the fums, the defl:ination of which, fliall have

been fettled by the general Aflembly, and for the

payment of the contracts, which they may have

made, by virtue of the powers that are granted to

them.—They fliall infped and 'reprove, they fliall

even fufpend all officers, civil or military, acting

under the authority of the united States.—In the

cafe of death, or fufpenfion of any officer, whofe

nomination belongs to the general Alfembly, they
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may replace him by what perfon they think proper,

until the next Affembly.—They may publifli and

difperfe authentic accounts of the military opera-

tions.—They may convene the general Affembly

for a nearer term than that to which they had ad-

journed, when they feparated, if any important

and unexpedcd event ihould require it, for the

welfare or benefit of the united States, or of fome

of them.—They fliall prepare the matters that are

to be fubmitted to the infpedion of the general

Affembly, and lay before them, at the next fitting,

all the letters or advices by them received, and

Ihall render an exad account of all that they hav6

done in the interim.—They fliall take for their Se-

cretary, a perfon fit for the employment, who,

before he enters on his funflion, fhall take an

oath of fecrecy and fidelity.— The prefence of fe-

ven members of the council, will impower them

to act. In cafe of the death of one of their mem-
bers, the council fliall give notice of it to the col-

leagues of the deceafed, that they may chufe one

of themfelves to replace him in the council, until

the holding of the next general meeting j and in-

cafe there fiiould be one of his colleagues living,

the fame notice fliall be given to him, that hd

may come and take his feat, until the next

fitting.

XVI. " In cafe that Canada fliould be willing to

accede to the prefent confederation, and come into

all the meafures of the united States, it fliall be ad-

mitted into the union, and participate in all its be-

nefits. But no other Colony fliall be admitted,

without the confent of nine of the States.
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" The above articles fliall be propofed to the le-

giflative bodies of all the united States, to be ex-

amined by them j and if they approve of them,

they are defired to authorize their delegates to ra-

tify them in the general Affembly : after which, all

the articles, which conftitute the prefent confede-

ration, fliall be inviolably obferved, by all and e«

s^ery one of the united States ; and the union ihall

[?p eftablifhed for ever.

*' There fliall not be made hereafter any altera-

tion in thcfe articles, nor in any of them, unlefa

^lat the alterations be previoufly determined in the

g.§neral Affembly, and confirmed afterwards by the

jiflative bodies of each of the United States.**

Refolved and figned in Congrefs, at Philadelphia,

October 4th, 1776.
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i

C H A p. VII.

/ return td the back woods.—A /lory of an habituaP

fwearer.—Afcheme for forming a new fettlement.—
'Troops raifedin the frontierfettle?nents.—/ am taken

into cujlody for refufmg the oath of allegiance to

Congrefs, and releafed by the Commandant of a re-

giment.'—^The Indians come to Fitfburghy andfettle

a treaty of peace ; but foon break out in war : in

confequence of which, I am fent- up the AUiginay*

river ; and afterwards fent to the Indian country ;

from whence I repair to Philadelphia.— Corps of

Loyalijls raifed in New-Tork.—-Stores deflroyed at

Danbury.—General Howe attempts to draw Wafh'

ington out of his ftrong holds.—Sklrmijhes at ^ib*
bleton,—The Britifh army embarked and put to fea,

-^General Frefcot taken.— The Britifh appear off

the Delaware ; the conjlernation of the Americans

on that account.— The Britifh la?id at the head of

Elk,—'The Americans take poft at Wilmington,—

/

leave Philadelphia for the Britifh army, atidfalls

in with a party of Americans, but ejcapes by a Jlra-

tagem ; and, after a feries of adventures, I get

within the Britiflj lines, where I am appointed ta

an office in the army,

TV/I ^ bufinefs in the Lower Counties being jSni-j

^^^ filed, I fet out about the beginning of winter,

on mv return to the New Settlements, alonsr with
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fome people who were going out thither ; and had

not got fai' on our journey, when it fell fuch a

ftorm of fnow, as rendered it not only tedious, but

very difagreeable travelling : for, when we came

;

to take up our night's quarters, we had no better

i lodging than a bed among the fnow, by fecuriag

ourfelves from the intenfe cold the beft way we
could.

I

After travelling for fome days, in this moft un-

! comfortable manner, we got to a flat on the top of

the Alliginay-mountains, where a man lived, who,
on account of his exceilive fwearing, and haughty

: demeanor, was commonly denominated Saucy Jack:

\ and had arrived at fuch proficiency in the modern

]

gentlemany ftyle, that he could not fpeak one lingle

I fentence without interlarding it with terrifying

oaths and imprecations.

But this accomplilhment feemed altogether un-

neceflary, in the tranfacling a particular piece of

I bulinefs, which occurred a little before our arrival

I
on the mount. For Jack, who had never fet his

eyes on a clergyman, lince the delivery of his wife,

[ being feveral months, was at laft informed, that

I

there was one in a company then in his houfe ; but

I was fo exceedingly ftrid, that he would not baptize

;
his child, if he fliould happen to hear him utter

! one fyllable of an oath. '

The addreffing of the minifter, therefore, became

I
a grievous talk to Jack, who had never been ac-

cuftomed to fpeak without fwearing : and, for that

I

purpofe, he went to the end of the houfe, where

I
he difcharged. his loquacity of repeated vollies of

t'
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oaths and execrations, with rapid explofion. And
at 'aft, imagining himfelf fully prepared to fpeak

to the minifter, he came in, and informed him,

that he had a child to baptize, and hoped that he

would do him that piece of fervice.

The clergyman, eyeing him with a ferious at-

tention, afked him to what profeflion of Chriftians

he belonged, and whether he had ever, by his

own defire, been admitted as a member of the vi-

fible church.—To which Jack replied, " That he

belonged to no company of Chriftians, but believ-

ed there was a God, and hoped to be faved as well

as another ; and as for churches, there were none

on the Alliginay-mountains.'*

The minifter then alked him, if ever he had

learned the Catechifms, compofcd by the AfTembly

of Divines at Weftm.infter.—At v/nich Jack lofl

all patience, and told him, that he had nothing by

heart, but the mariner's compafs, which he had

learned when an ofEcer on board of his Majefty's

navy: and as for the Weftminfter divines, fays Jack,

" dem my eyes and limbs if ever I heard of fuch

people before." Upon which he was difmiffed as

unqualified ; while he retired venting his breach in

hideous curfes, upon the " whimfical fuperftition

of the bigotted clergyman."

Having proceeded on our journey, we at laft got

fafe to New-Virginia, where I fixed my refidence

at my former habitation, and profecuted my former

employment.

During the v.-Inter, a young clergyman had

come out to preach in the new fettlements, who
alfo lodged at the widow's houfe, with whom I
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concerted a plan of forming a new fetclement down
the Ohio-river; and, for that purpofe, called a

meeting of the principal inhabitants, before whom
we laid the following fcheme, which we had drawn
up: " That as foon as a refpectable number of fub-

fcribers could be found to encourage the important

undertaking, a number of commiilioners, every-

way qualified for the purpofe, with a land-furveyor,

iliould be appointed to go down the Ohio-river,

and, to the utmoft of their capacity, fearch out a

valuable trad of land, ten miles fquare, or more,

well watered, of a healthful climate, and conveni-

ent for navigation."

When fuch a tra6t was found, the furveyor, with

the afliftance of the commifTioners, was to lay it off

in equal parts, each plantation to contain 500 acres,

which were to be numbered and divided by lot,

from the furveyor's draught on his return.—

A

place for a meeting-houfe was to be fixed in the

centre, with a plantation appropriated for the mi-

niiler who fhould go along, with us.

The fcheme was highly applauded, and received

with univerfal approbation j and copies thereof were

committed, with proper perfons appointed as truf-

tees, who were to admit none as fubfcribers, but

refpectable people, by which we expected to have,

not only a peaceable, but an agreeable fociety.

At laft, the minifter was ordered by the prefby-

tery, to North-Carolina; and a circumilance oc-

curred, in a few weeks after, which put a period

to the fcheme, at leaft for that feafon.

The Congrefs had ordered a regiment to be raifed

in the frontiers of Pennfylvania, which was at lafl

T 2
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compleatcd, and polled at the Klttaning, upon the

Alliginay-river, where the men were fo ill ufed by

their officers, that a great many deferted ; and the

reft were ordered, contrary to their expectations,

down to Head Quarters, to join General Wafhing-

ton.

A regiment was next ordered to be raifed in New
Virginia j but the fate of the former rendered the

inlifting almoft impracticable, as the people in the

back woods were very willing to fight the Indians,

but did not choofe to go fo far from their families,

to engage in the war with Britain.—The Congrefs,

therefore, in order to remove their fcruples, thought

proper to pledge their faith and hotiour, that the

regiment lliould not be taken eaft of the Alliginay-

mountains ; upon which the recruiting began to be

more fuccefsful.

Some of my well-wifhers imagining, that no-

thing would be more agreeable to me than an office

in the array, had, by a very unacceptable and un-

lucky piece of friendfliip, got me appointed to a

commiffion in this new regiment; which honour,

I poiitively refufed, not only on account of my at-

tachment to government, but the averlion I had

always entertained to the embarking in their caufe.

The Congrefs, among other arbitrary proceed-

ings, had enacled, "- That all males, from fifteen

to fixty years old, fliould take an oath of allegiance

to the united ftates of America ; and thofe who re-

fufed it, were to be treated as rebels, and enemies to

their country."—The patriots had alfo diftinguiihed

themfelves by the name of Whiggs, while they de-

nomirlated the friends of government, Tor^RiEs.
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Every perfon who went upon a journey, was

obliged to have a pafs from the magiftrate where

they lived, fpecifying where they were going;

otherwife they were liable to be taken up on fuf-

picion, by any perfon whatever : and it was alfo

neceflkry to have a certificate^ that they had taken

the oath of allegiance.

As 1 had been much in favour with the inhabi-

tants of the new fettlements, I had always found

means to evade fwearing allegiance; which, by

the bye, was a very great indulgence, as many,

for their adherence to government, had been treat-

ed in the moft cruel and arbitrary manner.

Immediately upon my rejecting the commiflion

in their army, I was prefented with the Test,

which I alfo refufed ; for which I was taken into

cuilody by a captain and a party, and carried to

Pittfburgh, in order to undergo a further exami-

nation.

But during my confinement, I was honoured

with a vifit from the commandant of the faid regi-

ment, then ftationed in Fort Pitt, who, after con-

doling my unhappy difafter, told me, " That if

I would conceal my fentiments concerning politics,

and agree to alTume a neceflary policy, he would

not only put me in a way to effeft my liberty in

fome time, but evite fwearing allegiance to Con-

grefs," which was now going to be forced upon

me ; or fall a vidim to the unlimited rage and ar-

bitrary power of thofe difpotic and enthufiaftic

patriots.

An offer of this kind from fuch an humane and

amiable young officer, commanded from me the
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warmeft expreffions of thanks and gratitude, as

well as the obfervance of his directions. He ac-

cordingly took me to his quarters, on pretence of i

affifting him with the affairs of the regiment,,!

when it was never doubted but I had taken the

oaths, while I lived with my very agreeable pro-^

tedor, in a comfortable manner. And, in the:

mean time, in order to amufe me, and remove ^

fufpicion, I fet about learning the military art,,

which I ftudied with fuch application and fuccefs,
i

that in a Ihort time I was mailer not only of the ^

manual, but the feveral firings, evolutions, and

manucevers.

During my refidence in this ambiguous fituation,

the kings, chiefs, and warriors, of feveral of the

Indian nations, had affembled at Pittfburgh, on

pretence of holding a treaty of peace and alliance

with the commiffioners, appointed by the people

of Pennfylvania and Virginia.—-And my friend,

being one of the commiffioners, I was admitted

into the council-houfe, where the Indians being

affembled in curious and lignificant dreffes.-*—One
of their principal orators arofe, and, in the moft

flowery a6lion, oratorial emphalis, and fluency of

expreilion, harrangued us with a fpeech, in the

interpretation of which, I expected to hear a com-
prehenfive and expreffive ftile, with fine turned

periods.—But, to my great difappointment, the

interpreter informed us, that he had been telling

us, in very plain and Ample language,—" That the

warriors of the great King of England, had met
them at Detroit, and offered to affift them in re-

deeming their country, and recovering their lands.
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—But as they never took up the hatchet without

m offence, they chofe rather to fettle a lafting

peace, and bury tl|e Tomahauk, never to be taken

up again.*'—^rhe c0mmiffioners then thanked them
biUJieir peaceable ii^tentions ; and told them, That
' the King of England was intending to make
Saves of all people ; ^nd had fent over his warriors

to that country to rob them of their lands, burn
their towns, and ravilh their women ; and that

tbey need not believe what fair words they fliould

tell them, as it was cuftomery for the people of
^fhat country always to acl contrary to what they

fpoke."

After feveral orations on both fides, matters
were amicably fettled, and the Tomahauk buried

with great ceremony ; while they delivered the

commiflioners a belt ofWaumpum; and received,

in return, large quantities of coarfe blankets, gun-
powder and lead.

The treaty being finiHied, the Indians enter-

tained us with a dance in their own form : after

which we joined with them in feveral diverfions

;

fuch as foot-ball, running, and wrellling ; and was
not a little furprifed, on finding them confiderably

weaker than they appear to be : while it is to be
obferved, that they can neither curfe nor fwear in

their own language, nor exprefs any indecent ex-

pletives.

At lafl: they departed for their own country

;

but, on crolTmg the Alliglnay-Puver, were fired

upon by a parcel of lawlefs, hot-headed Virginians,

v/lio had loft relations in the Indian wars ; which
provoked them to fuch a degree, that they went
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away threatening vengeance by a general attack.

—

And, in a few days after, we were informed that

they had carried off prifoner, a trader who lived

up the Alliginay-River, and killed a young man in

the woods, with whom they had left a warrior's

trophical rod, on which was engraved all the great

adlions he had ever performed, a war mellet, and 'i

a long letter, warning all the people, fettled upon
;

the branches of the Safquehannah and Ohio-Rivers,

to move off immediately, or exped to be all maf-

!

facred.

The firft thing to be done. Was to bring down
\

the trader's goods, which the Indians accidentally
|

had left ; but this appeared to be an expedition fo
!

pregnant with danger and difficulty, that no perfon

"was willing to undertake it, as they were liable to

be fliot from any fide of the river, in penetrating

up through the Indian country.

In this critical conjuncture, ray friend was in-
jj

formed, by the feveral commanders in Fort-Pitt,,!

that no perfon was more proper to be fent upon
the enterprize, than the young Scots-man, who
had lately been convicted of Toryifm.

Knowing, that it would be in vain to refufe, I

fignified, tliat I was willing to go ; and defired

that they fliould appoint proper afiliiants to attend

me.—Three but indifferent hands were accordingly

felected for the purpofe ; with whom, I embarked

at Pittfburgh, in a la^ge canoe, which, with dif-

ficulty we wrought up againft the fi:ream, and at

nights crept into a thicket, without kindling any

fire for fear of the Indians,
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In four days we had gone almoft 100 miles, and

were in fight of the intended place, where we were

alarmed by the fight of a number of people whom
we took to be Indians parading upon the banks of

the river.

But, in order to learn their intentions, I flepptd

upon the head of the canoe ; and, according to

cuftom, faluted them with a difcharge of my riffle,

while the reft followed my example, one after ano-

ther.

This was returned by a general falute ; by which
we underftood that they were peaceably difpofed,

and might advance without any danger.—And, on

our arrival, we found, to our great joy, that they

were a party of Pennfylvania militia, who had

drelTed themfelves as Indians, and taken polTeflion

of the place, in order to fecure the goods.

Having ftaid all night, we embarked the goods

early in the morning ; and the river being then

very full, we flew down the rapid current with

fuch amazing celerity, that in nine hours we arriv-

ed at Pittfburgh all well, to the great joy of my
friend, and other well-wilhers.

i Intelligence arriving at Fort-Pitt, that the Indi-

ans were coming to attack the frontiers of Pennfyl-

vania and Virginia, a council of war was hdd ; in

which it was determined, that my friend fliould go

and take poft, with his regiment, at the very place

where I lately had been for the goods ; where, on

our arrival, we laid off the plan of a picket-fort,

which, in a fhort time, was finifhed, with houfes

for the troops. Upon which I was appointed com-

mifTarv in the new garrifon, as well as ac^utant to

U
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the regiment, and lived as comfortably as could be

expected, pafling the time with my friend in vari-

ous amufements.

After having ftaid near three months in this fo-

litary garrifon, in the midft of peace and plenty,

the regiment was ordered by Congrefs, contrary to

every agreement and juftice, to march for part of

the Continental Army, then encamped near Phila-

delphia.

This, however, was a grievous and unexpeded

difpofition of matters to me, who had only conli-

dered myfelf as embarked in the neceflary defence

of the frontier fettlements ; and imagined, that

v/hile I flaid in that regiment, I fhould have no

occafion to intermeddle in the war with Great-

Britain.

On confulting with my friend, he told me, that

it would be to no purpofe to think of returning to

my former habitation, unlefs I was difpofed to be

qualified to Congrefs ; but if I would accompany

him down to Philadelphia, where he underilood I

was well acquainted, I might there retire unnoticed

from the regiment, as I had never made any agree-/

ment to ferve in the army.

I thanked him for his extraordinary unmerited

kindnefs ; and every thing being ready, the whole

regiment fet out for head quarters, about the be-!

ginning of June 1777. j and, after a march of more'

than 400 miles, containing various occurrences,'

we arrived about the firil of July at Philadelphia,]

when I quietly retired : And llrall, in the mean'

time, take a view of the operations of both armies:

fmce they went into winter quarters.
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During the courfe of the winter, feveral regi-

ments of loyal Provincials had been raifed in and
about New-York, and placed under the command
of Governor Tryon, who had been appointed to

the rank of Major-General for that purpofe.

Towards the end of March, Colonel Bird was
fent out, with a detachment of 500 men, to de-

flroy the ftores at a place called Peek's-hill ; but

were anticipated by the Americans fetting fire to,

and abandoning the place.

A detachment of 2,000 men, commanded by
Governor Tryon, Sir William Erfkine, and General

Agnew, v/as next fet out to Danbury, in Connec-

ticut, where they burnt and deftroyed a vaft quan-

tity of ftores and provifions: but, on their return,

were met by a large body of militia and volunteers,

commanded by the Generals Woofter, Arnold, and
Sullivan, who attempted to cut off their retreat ; but

General Woofter being killed, with a great many
of his officers and men, the militia were repulfed

on all fides, while the Britifti effecluated their re-,

treat, with great difficulty, and confiderable lofs on
both fides.

The fpring being now come, General Howe ad-

vanced towards the lines of the American army, in

hopes of being able to draw them out of their ftrong

holds : but they, being aware of his intention,

thought proper to remain fecure, till he, in appear-

ance, began to retreat, by paffing the baggage over

to Staten Ifland, and withdrawing the army.

,v General Wafliington, at this time, did not fcem

to poffefs all his ordinary caution ; for he fallied

put, after the Britiili army, as far as Qnibblcton ••

1) 2
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where his troops were attacked by Earl Cornwallis,

and fo roughly handled, that he found it neceffary

to efcape back to his ftrong holds the beft way he

could.

In the mean time, General Howe began to em-

bark a large body of fcroops, confifting of 3 6 Britifli

and Heilian regiments, the Queen's rangers, and a

regiment of light horfe, with field-pieces, waggons,

and provifions, neceffary for a long and important

campaign ; while, in order to impofe upon the A-

mericans, he fsemed as if he was going up the

North-river, where, by the bye, politicians have

iince alledged that he ought to have gone: but

finding his fcheme attended with little fuccefs, he

fet fail from Sandy-hook, with a large fleet of tran-

fports, about the middle of July, which greatly a-

larmed and embarraffed the Americans ; as they

never had been able to learn, whether his defl:ina-

tion was to the northern or fouthern Colonies.

Much about tliis time, the American colonel

Barton, had gone over with aparty toRhode-lfland,

and, with furprizing activity and addrefs, had

brought off General Prefcott, who there command-

ed in chief, with his aid-de-camp, prifoners : but

the great joy, on account of this acquifition, was

foon extinguifhed by the rapid progrefs of General

Burgoyne, and the lofs of the garrifon of Ticonde*

rago, and feme other material pofts.

The American army, at this time, feemed as if

they intended to dance to the mufic of General

Howe's expedition ; for they marched from Phila-

delphia to Billings-port, and from thence to Trenton,

;ill in the fpacc of two days j till at laft the Britifli
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fleet made its appearance off the Capes of the Dela-

ware, which fpread a general panic all over that

part of the country.

The prefervation of Philadelphia, therefore, be-

came the firft object in view^; and, for that purpofe,

a large body of troops were called down to Cheftcr,

and every other preparation made for a bold and

animated reliftance.

The river Delaware, at this time, was llrongly

barricaded by a formidable bomb-proof fort upon

Mude-ifland, two rows of cheavaux de frizes, or

large frames of wood funk in the river, having

ftrong beams, partly ereded and headed with iron;

belides a great chain acrofs, with a number of gal-

lies and other armed veffels.

All the way up the river, were alarm guns placed

at fuch diflances, as the appearance of an enemy at

the Capes, could be reported in Philadelphia, as foon

as the found could penetrate through the air.

The Britifli fleet at laft difappeared from the

Capes of the Delaware ; which fo embarrafled and

confufed the Americans, that they fcarcely knew
whether to turn to the right or to the left.

They generally were of opinion, that appearing

off the Delaware was only amufing them with falfe

manuoevres, while their real deftination was to fome

of the northern Colonies, in order to co-operate

with General Burgoyne.—In confequence of which

conjecture, the troops affembled at Chefter, were

marched up to Trenton, in order to hold them-

felves in readinefs for moving to the North.

But their uncertainty was in a few weeks effec-

tually removed, by the alarming intelligence of the
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Britifh fleet having gone up the Chefapeak-Bay,

and landed a powerful and numerous army near

the head of the Elk-river.—Upon which, General

Wafliington immediately reinforced all his army,

then confining of about 8,000 regular troops, feve-

ral corps of artillery, and about 600 light cavalry,

tolerably well equipt ; which, being all aflembled

at Head Quarters, were there harangued with fluent

and animated orations, giving them to know,
" that Dr. Franklin, and their other Plenipoten-

tiaries at the courts of Europe, had received indif-

putable aflurances of foreign aid; and that one

more fpirited exertion, would not only fix their

Independence, as fate itfelf, but efliablifli the rifing

glory of i\merica, in fuch a manner, as fhe would

foon be able to give laws to the world.'*

Animated with thefe favourable profpe^ts, and

pleafing expectations, the whole American army

marched in great military fliate, through the city of

Philadelphia, on the 23d day of Auguft 1777, and

took poft a little above Wilmington, near the mouth
of the river Brandy-wine, where they were foon

reinforced by near 8,000 militia, and other troops,

who turned out with great fpirit and alacrity, in

order to repel their Englifli invaders.

Politicians at this time were greatly embarrafifed,

in afcertaining the propriety of the Britilh army's

being huddled on board of ihips : and, after tofling

at fea fevcn weeks, of the flower of the feafon, to

go round to the Chefapeak, when they might al-

moft as eafily have landed in the Delaware. And
that the troops might have marched immediately

from New-York to Philadelphia, as well as from
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Elk, the difference of the diftance being- but very-

trifling, and almoft as eafy to crofs the Dalaware,

as the Brandy-"wine.

Having retired from the army, a little after our

arrival from the back fettlements, I now found
myfelf involved in a moft difagreeable dilemma;

for, it was impoflible for me to remain any longer

in Philadelphia, at this diftra6l:ing period, without

being dragged out in the militia, or otherwife cal-

led to an account.

However, as I had procured a plantation in

New-Virginia, which I was forry to leave, I would
willingly have returned thither, had it been prac-

ticable, without being expofed to the fury of my
former perfecutors.

But having all my connections in Britain, from

whom I had heard nothing for fome years j neither

had they heard from me in that time, I determined,

at all events, to endeavour to retire within the

Britifli lines, rather than be forced into a ibheme,

apparently pregnant with tyranny and confufion,

and which my fentiments abhorred. Having there-

fore bellowed every thing valuable and portable

about my perfon, I fet out, intending to proceed

as privately as pollible, being liable to be taken up

by every perfon I met, for want of a pafs, which

could not be procured, without having previoully

taken the Teft.

When I had gone down as far as a place called,

Miln-Creek Hundred, I unexpectedly and unluckily

fell in with a brigade of Virginia troops; and finding

it in vain to attempt to draw back, I confidently

went into their encampment, and aikcd for a
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perfon, who I knew was in one of thefe regi-

ments.

But here I found myfelf moft inextricably en-

tangled, there being no poflibility of getting with-

out their Hnes, without being more ftriclly exa-

mined.—And as a defperate attempt now became

abfolutely ncceflary, I wrote an unlimited pa{s,

permitting me to go to a certain man's houfe,

without fpecifying any place, with which I could

have gone all over the country : and waiting upon

the general of the detachment, who as yet knew
nothing of my lituation, I found means to infinu-

ate myfelf fo far into his favour, that he figned

my pafs, without obfcrving its defecl.

Thus armed, I paffed their guards, piquets,

and patroles ; and, with a trembling heart, fleered

my courfe towards the Britifli army, then lying

at the head of Elk : and, by next morning, I got

into the town of New-Ark, which was entirely

depopulated, the inhabitants of it, and the country

below, having all fled their plantations on the ap-

proach of the Britifli army.

When I had got a little pafl: the town of New-
Ark, 1 was met by a party of militia, who flopped

me, and demanded whither I was going by my-
felf, as the Englifli were then lying in the woods,

only about two miles below.

I produced my pafs, and told them that I was

going upon fecret buflnefs of great importance, in

which if they oflered to obilrucl me, they might,
j

in all probability, involve themfelvcs in more difli-

culties than they were aware of.
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They then let me pafs on ; and as foon as they

were fairly out of fight, I- turned afide into the

pathlefs woods, expelling to find the Britifli army
at the place where I was told they were encamped

:

But, to my great difappointment, -I fouad

that I had been mifinformed j and, after travelling

more than four miles, through that folitary defarl,

I came up with a path, where I obferved fome
frefli tracks, which I followed, in full hopes that

it was a party of Britifh foldier^ returning to their

camp.

In this, however, I was foon undeceived, by

obferving a wooden canteen which they had drop-

ed, ftamped- with UNITED STATES, which

efFedtually informed me, that it was an American

fcout ; to avoid which, I crept into a barn, which

was hard by, and hid myfelf among the hayj

where I had not been three minutes, when I re-

collefted, that I had better be found upon the

high-way, than in this fufpicious pofture: and

therefore proceeded on the path, till it took acrofs

a broad road, where I did not think proper to fol-

low the party any farther, but took down the

high way ; and had not gone above four miles,

when I came in fight of the town of Elk, which

fcemed all in a flame, the Britifli army having left

it that forenoon, after fetting the ftore-houfes and

fliips on fire.

When I had c:ot within a little of the town, I

was, to my great aftonifliment, met by fix i!»me-

rican dragoons, and an oflicer, who rode up, and

exclaimed with g^reat furv, that I was oroino to the

Englifli.
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I attempted to convince them of the contrary

;

and told them, that I had only loft my way, in

an unknown and defolate country ; but all in vain.

.—They told me, that notwithftanding of my pafs,

and other fpecious pretences, my being found fo

tiear the Britifli lines, would clearly juftify thera

in carrying me back : and accordingly they order-

ed me to follow them to head-quarters, where 1

would certainly have loft my life.

But as we paffed through a thick wood, I gave

them the flip, and efcaped to an opening on the

other fide the hill, where I was again met by a party

of American foot, who luckily gave me buc little

interruption : fo that I got into the town of Elk,

a little after fun fet, where I found no inhabitants,

but one woman, who could give me nothing to

eat.—I therefore determined to profecute my jour-

ney that night, notwithftanding a moft terrible

thunder-guft, which came up, and feemcd to

threaten that part of the country with immediate

deftruction.—-And, it being now dark, 1 found

my way along the tracks of the waggons, by the

help of one flafti of lightning after another; but

had not gone two miles, when the rain fell in

fuch ftreams, that I was oblisrcd to take Iheltcr in

a hut, that had been built by foldiers, of tree-tops;

which, indeed, preferved me from the force, but

not the effects of the rain.

Being now worn out with toil, hunger, and

perfpiration, having travelled all day in a burning

hot climate, without being able to procure the

fmalleft fubfiftance, and my mind tore upon the

rack of anxiety, I lay down, and eagerly willied
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for even a cruft of the coarfeft bread, fearing I

could not hold out till to-morrow.

But as I was feeling for fomething to put below

my head, I happened to lay my hand on a piece of

a loaf, which, by fome unaccountable accident, had

been left by my predecefTors there : and, having

eat it with the greateft thankfulnefs and wonder,

and being fomewhat refreflied, I lay down, in-

tending, as foon as the rain was over, to profecute

my journey: but falling afleep, I lay till to-morj

row's fun was up, which obferving, and being

already dreffed, I arofe in a twinkling, and pro-

ceeded on my journey, not without great appre-

henlions of coming up with the party of Ameri-

cans, I had feen the night before.

I had not gone above a mile, when, to my in-

expreflible joy, I came up to the 71ft regiment of

Britilh troops, on the 7th day of September; and

was immediately conduded to the Colonel's quar-

ters, who received mc with the greateft civility

;

and, after breakfafting with him, and fome more

of his officers, I was accompanied to head quarters,

then at a place called Aitken's-Tavern, where I

found General Howe, with a number of his prin-

cipal officers, feated at breakfaft.—-Upon my name

being there mentioned, one of the gentlemen

jumped up from the table, and alked, if I was fuch

a man's fon. I anfwered in the affirmative ; and

that inftant recolle6ted him to be the gallant colo-

nel Abercromby, vv^ho then commanded one of the

diviiions of light infantry.

After reciprocal expreffions of joy, I was invited

to his quarters, where I Ipent the forenoon in a

X 2
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moft agreeable manner; and, by his intereft, was
that day appointed to an office in the army, which

brought me five fhilHngs fterhng a-day, a horfe to

ride, with provifions for myfelf and him.

I now began to deem myfelf a gentleman of

fome confequence ; and found all my experimental

philofophy abfolutely neceffary, in preventing me
from being infeded with the arrogance, and fopifli

felf-conceit, peculiar to young fparks on their firft

admiffion into the Britifh army : and, being in-

llrufted in the articles of my duty, I began to

look back, with a pleafing refle(5lion on the im-

pending deftru(5lion I had fp narrowly efcaped on

the preceding day.



Chap. VIII. North America, <^r. i6s

CHAP. viir.

We march on our route to Fhiladelphia.—A defcription

of the battle of Brandy-Wine, with the fituation of

the army after the engagement.— General Gray

furprizes and defeats a brigade of Americans,—
We crofs the Schuylkill-River, and take pojfeffton of
Fhiladelphia.— 'The Briti/h fleet comes round to

JSlew-CaJlle.—The Dalaware frigate taken A de-

tachment fent over to Billing's-Fort.—A defcription

of the battle of Germane-Town.—/ am fent upon

duty with agetieral officer^ who attempts to flab me;

hut is prevented by a lucky refflance, far which I
am committed to the Frovofl-MarfhaPs guard.—
The fituation of the prifoners defcribed,— / am
brought before a general-court Martial, and after

a curious trial, am honourably acquitted.—The at^

tacks upon Forts-Miflin and Red-Bank, in which

the Augifla war-Jhip is burned, and the Heffians

repulfed.—Batteries ereEled upon Frovidence-Ifland,

^-—Forts-Mifflin and Red-Bank are reduced.— The

Britifh army view the Americans at White-Fine

Marjh, and then return to Fhiladelphia for thf:

winter*

NEXT day the whole Britifh army marched

on their route to Philadelphia ; and, be-

ing informed, that the Americans had I'lrongly

fortified the pafles near Wilmington, v/e proceeded
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by the way of New-Ark, intending to crofs the

river Brandy-wine, as high as Chaud's-ford ; and,

in two days, got to a place, called the Square-Ta-

vern, within a few miles of the River, where the

Americans, with furprizing expedition, had come,

and ftrongly fortified the Fords, at which we in-

tended to crofs ; and, as we underftood, were de-

termined to rifque a general battle on the enfuing

day.

General Howe having made every difpofition for

the purpofe, on the morning of the 1 1 th of Sep-

tember 1777, that ever memorable day, the whole

Britifli army, confifting of about 15,000 veteran

troops, marched out in battle order, by two grand

divifions, the one led on by General Knyphafen,

and the other by Earl Cornwallis.

AVhile we advanced in this manner, a party of

the American light infantry, who lay concealed in a

thicket before ust, fired a full volly in our faces j

upon which they fprung up, and fled back to their

main body.

Blood being now flied, and feveral acquaintances

having fallen, the army moved on in the moft de-

terminate folemnity ; while heroic courage feemed

to glov/ in almoft every countenance.

At length, about ten o'clock, we came in fight

of the Continental Array, which had come acrofs the

river, and taken polfeffion of the plains of Brandy-

wine, when a moft tremendous cannonade com-

menced ; during which, our army having advanc-

ed nearer, the columns formed up, and the battle

began with great velocity on both fides, which ex-

hibited a fcene terrible beyond all conception.
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Our eyes were prefented with little elfe than fire

and fmoke ; with numbers of brave men falling in
the lines, and groaning out their laft. And our
ears were ftunned with a moft awful and tremen-
dous noife of great guns, mulketry, and myriads
of bullets, which whiftled paft our ears, with alhrill
or hollow grumbling noife ; while every heroic fpi-

rit was now fcrewed up to the higheft pitch, and
feized with a fearlefs, but reflective fort of delirium

:

and thofe, whofe hearts failed them, fell down as
dead, being ftruck motionlefs with terror and a-
ftonilhment.

The balance of power feeming to hang in equi-
librio, we gave them a general charge ; upon which
they turned their backs, and fled with great cele-

rity acrofs the river Brandy-wine, where they took
pofleflion of the bulwarks which they had ereded
in order to difpute our paflage acrofs ; in which
they refifted with great intrepidity, a moft furious
attack of cannonading and bombarding, till fun-
fet, when we found it neceflary to ftorm : and ac-

cordingly, we ruflied acrofs the river, expofed to
their grape-fliot, which fent numbers floating down
the flream ; and mounting their breaft-works, drove
them out of their batteries, while we wheeled about
their own artillery, and fired after them as they
fled throus:h the woods.o

In the mean time. Earl Cornwallis had o-one

round by the forks of the river, with an intention

to flank the Americans ; but General Wafliington
being informed of his movement, had fent General
Sullivan, with a large detachment, to oppofe him,
when a hot engagement commenced, in which the
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Ameiicahs were repeatedly repulfed, and at laft

totally routed, much about the fame time that Ge-

neral Knyphafen had carried Chaud's-ford.

The Britifh army being, by this time, very much

fatigued, were in no condition for purfuing that

night ; neither did the commander in chief, think

proper to put them to that trouble next day, for

they very peaceably encamped at a place called

Concord, where they remained for fome days.

The 71ft regiment having taken pofleffion of

Wilmington, all the fick and wounded, with the

American prifoners, were fent thither, under a

ftrong guard : on which expedition I was fent ; and,

after having fecured the prifoners, and beflowed

the fick and wounded in houfes, appointed for ho-

fpitals, we returned back to the main army, which

marched towards the Lancafter road, intending ta

attack the Americans, but were prevented by a

mofl inceflant and heavy rain, which poured upon

Us the whole day and night, with unremitting

fury.

General Howe, on his landing at Elk, expe<5ted

that a great number of the inhabitants of the coun-

try adjacent, would have repaired to the Royal

Standard ; and, for their encouragement, had ilTued

a long Proclamation, inviting all his Majefty's well-

affecfled fubjeds, to remain at home upon their

plantations, alluring them of the moft fteady pro-

tedion, and the highcft price for whatever they

fliould furnifli to the army; whlk, at the fame

time, he iilued the ftricTieft orders, that no perfon

belonging to the array, fliould take the fmalleft

artick from any of the plantations, even although
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they were abandoned by their owners, under the

pain of immediate death.

But thefe favourable profpeds, towards the A-

mericans, were not attended with the expeded fuc-

cefs J for, ffew thought proper to put themfelves

under his proteftion : and the inhabitants had all

fled their plantations, for about twenty miles, be-

fore the Britifh army.

The horfes on their landing were quite benumb-

ed, and unfit for fervice, by being fo long a fliip-

board in the heat of fummer ; and great numbers

died on the march, which went on fo flow, by hav-

ing more than 7000 waggons in a line, drawn by

horfes which were frequently giving way, that al-

though we were bufied from day-light in the morn-

ing, till nine or ten o'clock at night, we could

feldom make more than five or fix miles a-day.

^s I was altogether unprovided with neceflaries

for a campaign, I lived in the moft uncomfortable

manner : and had I not been of a pretty flirong

conftitution, I could not have bore the irregulari-

ties and inconveniences to which I was expofed.

—

Our provifions confifted only of fait beef, or pork,

with old hard bifcuit, ferved out by the pound

once every two days, or as it was convenient ; be-

ing deprived of all the reft of the articles of our ra-

tions, for want of waggons to carry them along

upon the rout.

The rain having prevented us from attacking the

Americans, at the Lancafter road, we endeavoured,

by feveral ineffedual manuoevers, to bring them to

adion ; and then moved on to the Valley-Forge.

But underftandii^g that General Wayne, with

Y
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an American brigade, was fkulking in our rear, in-

tending, if poflible, to capture our baggage, Gene-

ral Gray was fent out, with a chofen detachment;

and having taken all the flints out of their firelocks,

they quietly rufhed upon the Annericans, in the

dead of the night, with fixed bayonets, and mor-

tally ftabbed great numbers as they lay in their

huts.

The refl:, being now alarmed, fprung up in the

greateft terror and confufion ; and while they reel-

ed too and fro in the dark, many were run through

the heart, and fell down again in a much longer

fleep.—At laft General Wayne, and a great many
more, found means to make their efcape, after

much flaughter and mercilefs carnage, in which a-

bout 300 were killed, and a number taken and

wounded.

General Gray being returned, and having only

loft a captain and three privates, with about the

fame number wounded, we moved on ; and, in two
days, got to the Valley-Forge, upon the banks of

the Schuylkill-river, where we found feveral thou-

fand barrels of fine flour, of which, by an extraor-

dinary indulgence, the foldiers were permitted to

take but a little, although the reft v/as either burn-

ed, or otherwife deftroyed.

The crofling of the Schuylkill now became the

next thing to be coniidered, and feemed to be at-

tended with apparent difficulty, as the Americans

had taken poflcffion of, and ftrongly fortified the

only ford, at which there was any probability of

our crofting.—But we luckily found out another,

where we got over ; and coming down upon the
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Americans, furprized them in their camp on the

other fide, from whence the fled, and left their

baggage, and kettles boiling on the fires, which
was a feafonable repaft to our weary troops, after

the fatigues of the day.

The Congrefs, immediately after the battle of

Brandy-wine, found that Philadelphia would be

little longer tenable j and therefore Resolved, that

it fliould be abandoned, and reduced to alhes,

rather than it fliould fall into the hands of the

enemy—But this was fo fpiritedly oppofed by the

majority of the inhabitants, as rendered it altoge-

ther impracticable ; upon which, the Congrefs or-

dered all their good friends to leave the city : and
having fent a number of people, who were well

affeded to the Britifh government, prifoners to the

back fettlements of Virginia, they fled by the way
of Lancafler to York-Town, which became their

chief place of refidence for that winter.

The Britifli army, having deftroyed the heavy

artillery, found in the American batteries, moved
towards Germane-Town, where General Howe
fixed his head quarters, while Earl Cornwallis,

with part of the army marched into Philadelphia,

on the 2 6th day of September, without oppofition

;

where they were received with acclamations of joy,

by thofe who had long wifhed for their arrival.

Admiral Howe, on landing the troops at Elk,

had gone out with the fleet; and, on being in-

formed that Philadelphia was in pofleflion of the

troops, came up to Reedy-lfland and New-Cafilc

;

but could come little further for the cheavaux-de-

frizes and a chain, which were acrofs the river.

Y 2
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A few days after the Britifh troops had been in

polTeffion of Philadelphia,—the Delaware, a fine

new frigate of 3 2 guns, came up with an intention

to play upon the town ; but the artillery which

were fixed below the city, attacked her with fuch

fury and fuccefs, that £he was in a fliort time

brought to and taken, having previoufly run a-

ground.—Colonel Stirling was then fent over the

river Delaware, with a detachment of troops, to

take poffellion of Billings-Port, which was then

kept by a few militia, who, on his approach, fet

fire to, and abandoned the fort ; and after, with

difficulty, he had collected a quantity of forage

and cattle at Billings-Port, he was next day or-

dered over to Chefter, to affift in efcorting up a

quantity of provifions from the fleet.

It was faid, that the commander in chief, was

advifed, by fome of his principal officers, to allow

Colonel Stirling, when at Billings-Port, to take

polTeffion of Red-Bank, oppofite to Fort-Mifflin

;

and, at that time, only defended by about 30 mi-

litia.—But it appeared, that our brave Generalif-

fimo was too wife to admit of council; and there-

fore declined it, while the Americans, obferving

it to be a very material poft, fortified it in fuch a

manner, that it was the great caufe of keeping our

fleet below, for more than fix weeks after ; which

had almoft obliged us to leave Philadelphia for

want of provifions.

The divifion that I belonged to, had been fl:a-

tloned at Germane-Town, under the direction of

the Commander in Chief, where we remained,

without molcftation, till the morning of the 4th of
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O6lober, when we were aroufed from our fleep,

by the hideous and terrifying noife of the rage of

war : and having fprung up, in the greateft allo-

nilhment, we beheld fuch a fcene as almoft made

us imagine at firfl, that all nature was going into

ruin.

Generals, aid-de-camps, and other oiEcers,

were raging about with fury, and diforder in their

faces, muftering up their refpeclive departments

with dreadful oaths, and terrifying imprecations,

while multitudes of drums were bellowing TO
ARMS, with redoubled force; and the battle

roared in our ears, not far diftant, and feemed to

approach us with rapid progrefs.

We foon, however, were convinced that it was

no very trifiling affair, that fo much alarmed us

;

for General Wafliington, with about 12,000 men,

had, about day break, attacked and drove in

our out-pofts and infantry ; and was then making

terrible havock in our camp.

Our divifion, confiding of about 2,500 men,

being turned out, were found to be inadequate to

the purpofe ; for they proceeded to advance into

the town of Germane-town, and, as they faid, in-

tended to dine in Philadelphia that day.

But in this they were difappointed : for, the

gallant Colonel Mufgrave, with the 40th regiment,

taking pofTeffion of a Hone church, upon which

their principal column advanced, fo effeclually

retarded their progrefs, that we had time to be

reinforced from Philadelphia, being only four miles

diftant, when the line of battle was formed: and,

after a moft terrible and furious engagement, a.»
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bout ten o'clock they were forced to leave us mat
ters of the field, and fled with their waggons and
artilery fafter, than we, with nothing but our

arms, could purfue.

In this hard-fought battle, the lofs of the Bri*

tifh, befides General Agnew and Colonel Bird,

amounted to fomething more than that at Brandy-
Wine, being about 530, including killed, wound-
ed, and taken.—-The lofs of the Americans, befides

General Nafii, was allowed to be near 300 killed,

600 wounded, and about 400 taken prifoners.

—

Among the captives, was a moft amiable youth,
of uncommon accomplifhments, of whom I had
clear intelligence of the ftate of the American army

;

and whofe untimely fate, I fliall ever remember
with extreme regret : for, having unfortunately

gone from the Britifli army, on their firfl: landing
at Bofton, before the commencement of hoftilities,

he had been advanced to a lieutenancy in the A-
merican army ; but being unhappily taken, he was
next day taken out, while he fhed a torrent of
tears, and hanged as a deferter, although he ftre-

nuoufly aflerted to the laft, that he had given
himfelf up.

The army having purfued the Americans, for

fome miles, to little purpofe, they returned to

their quarters, where I obferved daily proofs of the
improper exercife of arbitrary power, inverted in

the officers of the army : and at laft it extended to

me in fuch a manner, as not only drove me from
that ftage of honour; but almoft deprived me of

my life.

For, one day being fcnt upon a foraging party.
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under the command of one General P ne, a
moft cruel, imperious, and overbearing tyrant,
who had been lately elevated to a ftatibn above his

capacity, and had fecretly determined my deftruc-
tion, having rather too fuccefsfully rectified fomc
of his miftakes.—But, as we enjoyed a halt on
our way home, befide a very fine houfe, I went in
about the time I expeded we Ihould march, to fee

if any of the men under my command were lurk-
ing there.

Having fent them all out of the firft flat, I went
up flairs to the fecond, where I had not been three
minutes, when I obferved the before-mentioned
bravo, advancing up-flairs, with eyes like flaming
torches, and a voice like that of a trumpet, hauling,
ANT MORE THIEVES HERE; ANT
MORE THIEVES HERE,^V^on which, I

modeftly anfwered, that I believed they were all

gone ; and had fcarcely done fpeaking, when, in

a moft furious manner, he feized me by the
throat.

Not relifliing fuch treatment, I difengaged my-
felf in a trice ; and told him, that I could walk
down flairs without his afliflance He, not beino-

accuftomed to fuch freedoms from his inferiors,

here intended effe(flually to prevent my further in-

folence; and, twirling a knife from his fide, to
my great confternation and furprife, aimed a moft
deadly flab at my breaft.

The point had juft reached my veft, when I had
hold of his aflaflinating wrift, with both my hands,
and happily prevented my immediate death.—And
being now exafperated to the laft degree, as I held
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him in this manner, I pulhed him down ftairs be-

fore me, while he roared, curfed, and blafphemed,

like a frantic bedlamite, till fuch time as I had

him clear out of the houfe, where the prefence of

the party, prevented his further attempts.

But here my troubles were only beginning;

for, I had been feen dragging a general officer out

of the houfe, and not having received the King's

commiffion, was immediately fent prifoner to the

Provoft-Marfhal's guard, and there committed for

the capital and deadly crimes of mutiny and violence

to an officer on duty, where I was depoiited among
a parcel of raiferable criminals, who feemed to

anticipate their deaths by their dejeclion. |

I alfo foon caught the infedion ; and being to-

tally confounded by my unhappy and fudden tran-

fition, I fpent the firft night in the keeneft vexa-

tion and anguifh; and had almoft fallen into a

flate of delirium, when I came to recoiled, that

my life entirely depended upon the critical tenure

of my unprincipled accufer*s oath ; who, I well

knew, was fully capable of fwearing to the grof-

feft falflioods his rancour and malice could fuggeft.

While I remained in this difmal habitation, I

was daily convinced of the alarming nature of my J

fituation, by the numbers of poor creatures, I fre-l

quently faw taken from befide me, and executed
|

for crimes much more trivial than mine was fup-

pofed to be.—And on? day, obferving a foldier

belonging to the 10th regiment, lying in irons be-

fide me, I aiked him, Wherefore; and how long he

Iiad been in that fituation. Upon which he readily

began the following relation.
\
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" That the day before the battle of Brandy-

wine, as he was palling a houfe, deferted by its

inhabitants, he happened to take up a piece of an

old fliirt to mend his troufars, which an aid-de-

camp obferving in his hand, ordered the colonel

of his regiment to have him confined. But he,

being a man of experience and candour, thought

it an offence of fuch a frivolous nature, that he

took no further notice of it, till the fame aid-de-

camp returning fome time after, and finding him
in his ranks, ordered him to be taken before the

Commander in Chief, who procured his condem-

nation, and ordered him to be hanged immediate-

ly, in confequence of a promife he had made,
" That the firft who fliould be found taking the

fmalleft article, belonging to the inhabitants,

Ihould be forthwith executed in a fummary
majiner."

Being then delivered over to the Provoft-Mar-

fhal, or Executioner-General, he was met on his way
to the place of execution, by the very humane
and magnanimous Colonel Maitland, whofe fym-

pathy induced him to enquire into the particulars

of his crime ; while obferving him to be a North

Britain, aiked the place of his nativity: and no

fooner underftood, that he was a fon of one of his

brother, the Earl of Lauderdale's tennants, than

he begged of the Provofl-Marflial to poftpone his

execution, till he lliould return from fupplicating

the Commander in Chief in his behalf.—But ic

appeared, that notwithftanding that gentleman's

intereft with the Commander in Chief, he was fo

very obferyant of his promife, th^t he would only

Z
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orant a reprive for a few days, which, by the in-'^

terpofition of the battle of Brandy-wine, and other

public occurences, had been now prolonged to

more than three weeks, from which he imagined,

that he was totally pardoned."

This poor creature had fcarcely finiflied the tragi*

cal narration, and made fome moral reflections oa

the fervitude and uncertainty of a military life,

when the Adjutant-General came in, and with

great folemnity, pronounced, " That he was doomed

to die, by to-morrow at t€n o'clock, and might

prepare accordingly."

In all my former viciffitudes of life, I never had

beheld a more affecting or pitiable object.— The

fentence had pierced his heart as an envenomed

arrow, and threw him into the fevereft internal

agony. Neither could I help trembling through

my v/hcle frame, when I obferved the trifling efti-

mation of life, by thofe inured to bloodflied and

flaughter.

After fome little time, he relapfed Into a flood

of tears, and exclaimed, " that he had been in mod

of the principal engagements fnice the commence-

ment of the war ; and curfed the bullets of the

enemy that had not found their way to his heart,

and prevented him from falUng an inconfiderate

prey to the general decifion of arbitrary mandates

;

while he fervently prayed, that he had been cxe-.

cuted in confequence of his firft fentence, as he

had carelefly mifpent the precious prolongation of

his life, in full confidence that he was thoroughly

forgiven."

At laft, as a psrfon fmking in a ftream, grafps
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at even the fhadow of relief, he fixed his eyes upon

me, in a manner not to be expreffed ; and earneft-

ly begged that I would write a few lines in his be-

half, to one of the aid-de-camps, attending the

commander in chief.

I told him, that if he intended to fupplicate at

all, it would be by far the moft eligible method to

begin at the fountain head; as thefe fubordinate

officers always fet a higher value upon their trouble

of interceflion, than the commander in chief would
upon the ad of indemnity itfelf.

He concurred with me in opinion. Upon which

I procured paper, pen, and ink, and petitioned his

Excellency, in the name of this unhappy criminal.

—After which I endeavoured to reconcile him to

the feverity of his fate, by various obfervatlons

;

at the fame time imagining that a few days would

put me in the very fame fituation.

Next morning, however, to his inexprelfible joy,

inflead of being executed, he was reprived^ an,d

remanded to his duty : but by what happy means

I never yet could learn, although I Imagined it to

have been effecluated by the importunity of the

tender-hearted Colonel Maitland.

Since my incarceration, I had feverally applied

for the benefit of a trial ; and at laft, after waiting

two long weeks, to me the great and important

day arrived, pregnant with my happy relcafe or

final diffolution : on which I was carried under a

proper guard, before the auguft tribunal of a general

court-martial, compofed of fourteen apparently

formidable heroes, who, on my approach, fecmcd as

if they would frown me into annihilation.

7 '«
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The judge-advocate, having read my indidment,

put to me the ordinary queftion j to which, with

propriety, I pled. Not guilty.

General P—ne being then fworn, gave in fny

profecution by a fpeech, compofed of the eflence

of fallliood, malice, and revenge ; in which he be-

gan to deviate from the fubjeft in hand, and ex-

patiate upon his great merit in preventing morod-

ing, as he had frequently intercepted people, be-

longing to the artillery, catching of flieep and hogs.

This obliged the judge-advocate, who was an

officer in that tremendous department, to fet him

to rights, by telling him, that he was to accufe

none befides the prifoner before them.

His loquacity being now confined to me alone,

he hefitated at nothing, that his malignant imagi-

nation could invent ; and gave in fuch an accufa-

tion as, in all human probability, mull have put a

period to my life.

I being now called, opened my defence by a

candid and ingenuous detail of the matter, as it had

happened ; and, when I came to the tragic part of

the recital, I obferved, the afpe6l of the prefident,

and fome more, my venerable judges, relent into

pity, while their eyes flafhed indignation and con-

tempt, at my already feli-convicted accufer.

Animated by thefe favourable profpeds, I con-

tinued my exculpation for about a quarter of an

hour; and concluded with refigning myfelf over

to their candid confideration and mercy, in the

mofl pathetic and expreflive terms my imagination

could invent.— And was again remanded to the

place from whence I came, where I fpent the night
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In a fituation ealier to be conceived than defcrfbed

;

waiting with impatience and fufpence till the morn-

ing, for the promulgation of my fentence.

At laft, about ten o'clock in the forenoon, I was

given out, in general orders, as honourably acquit-

ed, and to return to my office.— But being now
heartily fick of this barbarous and tyrannical life,

I went and demanded my pay, which was accord-

ingly granted ; and I returned to Philadelphia,

where I found the inhabitants and army, almoil in

a ftate of ftarvation ; the fleet, with the provifions,

being as yet detained below, by the ineffediual o-

perations of the Britifh army.

The reducllon of the forts upon the Delaware,

with the removing of the cheavaux- de-frizes, feem-

ed to be a talk, for fome time, more than adequate

to the united exertions of both land and naval

forces.

Captain Hammond, of the Roebuck, had found

means, fometime before, to cut a paflage through

the lower row of cheavaux-de-frizes, whofe defen-

five batteries were not compleated ; by which, vef-

fels had come up near the fecond, which extended

between Fort-Mifflin and Red-bank.

Batteries were therefore erected upon the Penn-

fylvania fide of the Continent, in order to play up-

on Fort-Mifilin behind, while it was to be power-

fully attacked by the fleet in front.— At the fame

time, Colonel Dunop was fent acrofs the river, v/ith

a large detachment of Helfians, to ftorm the fort

at Red-bank, which was alfo to be attacked by the

fleet.
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Every neceflkry preparation being made, on the

2 2d of Odober, this great and general attack com-

menced, and formed a moft dreadful cannonade,

which fhook the city of Philadelphia from its loweft

bafis, for great part of the day.

A number of war-fhips, mounting 42 pounders,

lay in the river, and furioufly attacked the forts,

which were alfo canonaded and bombarded by the

batteries behind.

Forts Mifflin and Red-bank, both mounting a

great many very heavy artillery, with a number of

gallies and gandalos, carrying 32 pounders, re-

turned the fire with great intrepidity and fuccefs ;

for, during the adion, the Augufta war-fhip, and

the Merlin floop of war, had run aground ; and the

Augufta taking fire, they were both haftily aban-

doned, in order to evite the efFeds of the explofion

:

but, in fpite of all expedition, feveral officers, with

a vaft number of men, perifhed.

In the mean time. Colonel Dunop had bravely

attacked the fort on Pted-bank, and carried an ef-

fential out-poft, when he was mortally wounded,

and his troops repulfed with a very great lofs.

This unfuccefsful attempt feemed to affedb the

inhabitants and army, with an uncommon degree

of dejeclion and defpair.—Winter was faft ap-

proaching, and there was now as little profpecl of

the fleet getting up as ever j from which it began

to be generally apprehended, that the army would

be under the fatal neceffity of leaving the town,

as they could not fubfift for the winter, upon a

precarious fupply of provifions, ftole paft the walls

of Fort-MiiTiin, in boats, with muffled oars, in the

night.
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The redudllon of Fort-Mifflin, feemed to be at-

tended with uncommon difficulty, being fituated

upon an illand of mud, and altogether unaffailable

by land.

New fchemes were, therefore, concerted to be

put in execution, with new vigour; in confc-

quence of which, heavy artillery were brought up
from the fleet, and ftrong batteries ereded upon
Providence-Ifland, where they had a better com-
mand of Fort-Mifflin, than thofe upon the conti-

nent.

The troops having been previoufly called in

from Germane-town, and quartered as convenient-

ly as poffible, in and about the town, on the

morning of the 15 th of November, the Ifis and

Sommerfet war-lhips, with a number of frigates

and other veiTels, drew up in front of Fort-Mifflin,

while it was forcibly attacked by the batteries on

land j all which it relifted with great fortitude and

fpirit, till the Vigilant, a flat bottomed war-fliip,

carrying 42 pounders, got round by an unfufped-

ed pafs, to an unguarded place of the garrifon,

where flie raiked their plat-forms acrofs, and dif-

mounting their artillery towards the evening,

entirely filenced the Fort, which was fet on fire

that night, and totally abandoned.

In two days after, Earl Cornwallis, with a de-

taoliment, crofTed over from Chefter to Billings-

Port, where he was joined by a party of troops

from New-York, who proceeded along with him

to Red-Bank, which was alfo abandoned on their

approach, and the works entirely demolifhed.

The American fliipping having now loft all pro-
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teclion, a number of them took the opportunity

of a dark night, and efcaped up to Trenton, while

the reft were fet on fire and burned.

The Britifh forces, having thus far fucceeded,

all they could do for the feafon, was to remove

the chain and open a narrow paffage through the

cheavaux de frizes, by which the wharfs of Phila-

delphia, v/hich had lain fo long defolate, were on

the morning of the 24 th of November, crouded

with tranfports and merchant veffels, to the uni-

verfal joy and relief of the inhabitants and army.

Forage being provided fufhcient for the winter,

a chain of ftrong batteries were erected all round

the city ; while General Wafhington, being greatly

reinforced, had ftrongly fortified his camp at a

place called White-Pine Marfh, within about 14
miles of Philadelphia ; which, it appeared, General

Howe imagined would be immediately abandoned

on the fmalleft appearance of his prefence; and

accordingly marched out on the 4th day of De-

cember, with a formidable force, to Cheftnut-hill,

within a little of Wafhington's works, where he

prefented himfelf to their view for fome days, in

imitation of Goliath of Gath, before the camp of

the Ifraelites : but finding their timidity inadequate

to his expectations, he returned to Philadelphia

;

where I ftiall leave him for fome time, fpending

the winter in licentious araufenients, and turn

my attention to the brave, but unfortunate

Northern Army.
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C H A P. IX.

Tbe command of the Northern army given to General

Burgoyne.— His fpeech to the Indians, and 7nani-

fefto to the inhabitants,—He gets pojfejjion of Ticon-

deroga, and furfues the Americans to Fort-Edward,

which is alfo reduced.—Arnold arrives with a re-

inforcement, and takes the command,—'The cruelty of

the Indians,—General Burgoyne tran/ports his prO'

vifions and Jlores with great difficulty,—A detach-

ment of his troops defeated at Binington.—— Colonel

St. Leger invejls Fort-Stanwix, and his troops de-

feat a party of militia,—He is deferted by the Indi-

ans, and obliged to raife the ftege,—General Bur'

goyne croffes the Hudfon*s-river, andencamps at Sara*

toga.—A fevere engagement between the two armies,

—General Burgoyne is promifed affiflancefrom Nezu-

Tork.—He abridges the foldiers rations, and at'

tacks the Americans ; but is obliged to retreat.—He
jnoves his encampJiient, and is abandoned by the

Canadians,— He is almojl furrounded, with only

three days provifions .^^—He calls a council of war,

who agree to a Convention with General Gates.^-^

'The articles of capitulation.—General Clinto'n*s ex-

pedition up the North River.—The Congrefs fufpend

the embarkation of the prifoners,—General Burgoyne

returns to Britain on parole,

THE command of the Northern expedition

had been taken from Sir Guy Carleton, go-

vernor of Caaada, to whofe military genius may be

A a
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afcribed the former prefervation of that Province^

and given to Lieutenant-Gencral Burgoyne, whofe

great abilities and enterprizing fpirit, as well as

thirft for military glory, could not pollibly be ex-

ceeded.

The miniftry feemed to have been fo very con-

fident of the effectual operations of this campaign,

that they had not only invariably prefcribed the

general route, but determined every material de-

tachment, which was to be made ; and fent over

large quantities of arms and accoutrements to equip

the great number of loyalifts, who were expected

to join the royal army on their penetration into the

Province.

Although it was faid, that Governor Carleton

fcnfibly felt the difappointment, in this new arange-

ment
;

yet his magnanimity and ardour for the

public welfare, induced him to forgoe every punc-

tilio of private refentment, and to ufe his utmoil

exertions and energy, in making every preparation

fo.r opening the campaign.

The forces employed in this expedition, coniifted

of near 4,000 Britifh regular troops, about 3,200
Germans, a fine train of brafs artillery, near 2,000

Canadians, including watermen, and other work-

men, with about i^coo Indians.

The principal general officers, under General

Burgoyne, were major-general Philips, of the ar-

tillery ; brigadier-generals Frazer, Powel, and Ha-

milton, all diftinguiihed officers ; beiides the Brunf-

wick major-general baron Kiedefel, and brigadier-

general Spicht.

The araiy being at length affembled at the river
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Bouquet, on the weft fide of Lake-Champlain, and

a little north of Crown-point. General Burgoyne

there met the Indians in Congrefs, on the 21ft of

June 1777.; and, according to cuftom, entertain-

them with a war-feaft, and a fpeech expreffed in

thofe powerful ftrains of elocution, for which that

gentleman is moft eminently confpicuous ; being

calculated to excite their ardour in the common
caufe, and to reprefs their natural barbarity.

For this purpofe, he was at particular pains in

explaining the difference between the prefent war,

in which good fubje6ls were mixt with rebels, and

that carried on in a country, in which the whole

inhabitants were hoftile.

Upon this principle he laid down feveral rules

for the regulation of their conduct: particularly,

" That they fhould only kill thofe who were op-

pofed to them in arms ;—that old me'n, women, and

children, as well as prifoners, fliould be held facred

from the knife and hatchet, even in the heat of

actual conflid ;—that they fliould only fcalp thofe

whom they had Hain in fair oppofition ;—but that,

under no pretence whatever they fhould fcalp the

wounded, or even dying.— And they were pro-

mifed a compenfation for prifoners ; but informed,

that they fhould be called to an account for fcalps."

He foon after difperfed a proclamation, or raani-

fefto, through the country, calculated to intimi-

date thofe who were contumacious, with the

flron^eil apprehenlions of the number and ferocity

of the Indians, as well as their ardency to be lv>

loofe upon their prey.

.
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The great force of the powers employed by fea

and land, in order to crufh the rebellion on all

Udes, was difplayed in the moft lofty and expreflive

ftrains.—The fomenters of rebellion, and pretended

legiflators in America, were exhibited in the higheft

colouring of cruelty, injuftice, tyranny, and perfe-

cution.—Protedion and employment were offered

to thofe who fliould return to their proper allegi-

ance, and exert their abilities in redeeming their

country from flavery and oppreflion ; and all the

calamities and horrors of war denounced againft

thofe who fliould perfevere in hoftility.

The army having ftaid fometime befide Crown-

Point, for the ellablifliment of magazines, hofpi-

tals, and other neceffaries, proceeded in concert

with the naval armament towards the firft object

of their deftiiiation, being the invefligation of Ti-

condcrogi, fituated only a few miles North of the

narrow pafs, which joins Lakes Champlain and

Saint George, being furrounded on three fides by
water, and on the fourth by an almoft impaflible

marlh.—Oppoiite to Ticonderoga, on the other

fide of the pafs, ftands Mount-Independence;

which was alfo ftrongly defended by a Star-Fort,

and fevcial other works.

The Americans, with their ufual indullry, had

joined thefe two material pofls by a bridge acrofs

the inlet, fupported on 22 funkcn piers of large

timber, placed almoft equidiftant from one another.

• The fpaces between thefe were filled wi^i fe-

parate floats, about fifty feet long and twelve broad,

each being faflened to the piers, and to one ano-

ther by ftrong chains and rivets of iron.—This
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ponderous bridge was ftrongly defended by large

booms, and ferved not only as a communication

between the two points of land, but to prevent all

naval intercourfe between the two Lakes.

Several of thefe pofts were haflily abandoned on
the 2d of July, on account of the rapid approach

of the Britifli forces, which had by that time

invefted great part of their works, and were
cxpeditioufly ereding a ftrong battery on the top

of Sugar-hill, which entirely commanded Ticon-

deroga.

General St. Clair, who commanded the Ame-
rican troops in that place, finding all hopes of

defending Ticonderoga at an end, called a council

of war on the 5th, in which it was unanimoufly

determined to evacuate the place, and was
accordingly put in execution that very night,

leaving behind them about 128 pieces of ordnance,

with fome military ftores, and a vail quantity of

provifions.

Next morning the Britifh army, having cut the

bridge of communication, General Burgoyne in

perfon, purfued them by water towards the falls

of Skenfburgh, while they were eagerly purfued

by land by Brigadier-General Frazer, and a large

body of troops, upon whofe arrival at Skenfburgh,

the Americans fet fire to their fi:ockaded Forts,

Milns, and Batteaux, and fled through the

woods in the greatefl; precipitation and dif-

order.

In the mean time, they continued to be warmly

purfued by General Frazer, who, coming up with

them on the 7th, a hot engagement commenced.
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in which they were routed, with the lofs of

Colonel Francis, who commanded the rear of their

army, and feveral other officers, with about 200

privates.—General St. Clair, with the van of the

army, afraid of being intercepted at Fort-Anne,

made the beft of his way towards Fort-Edward,

whither the reft of his army found means to

efcape, by the way of Wood-Creek, after being

attacked, and roughly handled, by Colonel Hill,

with the pth regiment.

Thefe repeated loffes, on the lide of the Ameri-

cans, obliged the Congrefs, in order to keep up

the fpirits of the people, to lay the whole blame

upon the timidity and ill condu6l of General St.

Clair, which brought on a long difcuffion of the

matter between them and that General.

The Britifli troops being elated with fuccefs to

the higheft degree, proceeded with the greateft

animation and fortitude, in conveying their ar-

tillery, waggons, and baggage towards Fort-

Edward, through a pathlefs marfhy defart, which

the enemy had rendered almoft impenetrable, by

numberlefs artificial difEculties, which threw it

towards the end of July, before they arrived at

Fort-Edward, which General Schuyler abandoned

on their approach, and fled with his troops to

Saratoga.———And, although the rapid progrefs of

the Britilh Army had greatly dejected the people

of the New-England provinces, yet they did not

fhow the leaft indication of complaifance, or fub-

mifiion to the royal army.

General Wafhington had difpatched Arnold,

with a train of artillery, to take the command of
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the Northern Army, who, on his arrival, called

them over from Saratoga to Still-water, imagining
it to be a more convenient fituation for retarding

the progrefs of Colonel St. Leger, who was now
advancing along the Hudfon's-river.

The Indians, in fpite of all the endeavours and
regulations of General Burgoyne, had broke out
into feveral barbarities

; particularly the murdering
of a Mifs M'Crea, whofe father was faid to be
deeply intereiled in the royal caufe, and herfelf to

have been married to a Britifli officer, on the fame
day that Ihe was maffacred.

This tragical cataftrophe was drawn by the

Congrcfs in the moft odious colours, while they
equally reprobated the caufe, and the government
which could call forth fuch favage auxiliaries into

a civil conteft.

The cruelties of the Indians, inftead of intimi-

dating the inhabitants of New-England, rather

infpired them with indignation and revenge, to

iuch a degree, that the militia poured from all

quarters of the country, in farprifing numbers,
in order to repel, or capture their vidorious in-

vaders.

In the mean time, General Burgoyne and the

army had been conftantly employed, fmce their

arrival at the Hudfon's-River, in tranfporting

thither from Fort-George, batteaux, ammunition,
and provilions, for the eftablilhment of magazines

and flores.— And although the diftance was only

labout eighteen miles, yet fuch was the diiHculty

of conveyance through bad roads, un tradable

jdefarts, by the fcarcity of horfes and carriages,
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and heavy rains, that after labouring with inceffanti

ardour, from the 30 th of July, to the 15 th of

Auguft, they had no more referved from the cur-

rent confumpt of the army, than four days provi-

fions in ftore, and only about ten batteaux in the

Hudfon's-river.

During thefe diftrefling exigencies of the Britifti

army, General Burgoyne was informed, that the

Americans had depolited a large quantity of provi-

fions, wheel- carriages, and other ftores, at a place

called Binington, about twenty miles eaft of the

North, or Hudfon's-river.

In confequence of which, Lieut. Colonel Beaum,
was fcnt with a party to feize them ; but being re-

tarded longer than he expeded by the difficulty of

the paffage. General Stark, who commanded at Bi-

nington, had time to be reinforced, with a large

body of militia ; and fallying out on the 1 6th of

Auguft, attacked colonel Beaum and his detachment

in their encampment, within four miles of Bining^

ton ; who, although greatly inferior in number,

bravely refifted a numerous militia, who poured

upon them on all fides, till at laft, being aban-

doned by moft of his men, except a party of

Kiedefel's dragoons, with whom he charged the

enemy, fword in hand ; but being wounded, he-,

was taken prifoner with great part of his furviving

troops.

The Americans being elated by this fuccefsful 1

enterprife, boldly attacked Colonel Brymau, who
!

had juft arrived too late to the aOiftance of Colonel

Beaum ; and although his troops were greatly fa-

tigued, yet they bravely repiilfed the enemy at
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the firft onfet, and having fired forty rounds, be-

ing all their amnxjinition, they were obliged to

retreat in the beft manner they could.

The American Northern army, which had been

fuccellively unfortunate, fince fome time before the

death of Montgomery, began now to find, That

the Britifli and Germans were by no means fo in-

vincible as they had imagined ; and therefore pro-

ceeded, with great alacrity, while General Wafliing-

ton, then apprehenfive of the effects of General

Howe's daily expelled invafion, took the opportu-

nity of magnifying their fuccelTes at Biningtan, as

a, great victory ; and in order to infpirit his troops,

caufed great rejoicings to be obferved in his camp.

During thefe unfortunate operations. Colonel

St. Leger had laid fiege to Fort-Stanwix, now
named by the Americans Fort-Schuyler ; and being

informed, that a General Harkimer was coming to

the relief of the garrifon, with a convoy of provi-

fions, efcorted by about 900 militia, he did not

think proper to ftay till he fhould be enclofed be-

tween two fires j but judicioufly detached Sir John

Johnftone, with a party of regulars, and all the In-

dians, then under his command, to ly in ambuili,

and intercept them as they advanced.

General Harkimer, and his party, proceeding fe-

curely along, without either flanking or reconnoi-

tring party, were enclofed in the ambufcade, before

they were aware ; and, after a fevere engagemen-t,

in which the Indians did great execution, they were

totally routed, and only about one third of iheir

number found means to makq; their efcape.

Bb
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Immediately after this fuccefsful expedition, Co-

lonel St. Leger difpatched a fummons to Colonel

Ganfevort, who commanded the garrifon, greatly-

magnifying the number of his troops, and affuring

them of the moft perfed fafety from the cruelty of

Indians, and humane treatment, in cafe they fur-

rendered ; but, at the fame time, threatning them

with the utmoft barbarity of the favages, if they

periifted in obftinacy.

The commander of the garrifon returned him
for anfwer, " That while he was entrufted with the

charge of the Fort, by the united States of America,

he would defend it to the laft extremity ; neither

would he at all concern himfelf about any confe-

quences that might attend a proper difcharge of his

duty."

The Indians, ha^'ing had a great many killed and
,

wounded in the engagement with Harkimer, among
whom were a number of their principal warriors

;

and coming lliort of the plunder they expected, be-

gan now to grow fullen and untractable, and give

great indications of a rcfolution they began to en-

tertain, of returning home to their refpeclive places,

of abode.
,|

Colonel St. Leger, alarmed at thefe diftrefUng '

appearances, ufed every endeavour to reconcile them

to the fervice ; and, in order to flatter their vanity, I

called a council of war, of their chiefs and captains,

and pretended to confult them on the plan of his

future operations : but, while they were fitting,

the main body of the Indians went off, and carried

along with them a great deal of the ollicers bag-

gage.
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Some little time, previous to this unfortunate

defertion. General Gates had arrived, and taken

the command of the American Northern army, and

had difpatched Arnold with a large detachment of

troops, to the relief of Fort Schuler.— Upon
hearing of which. Colonel St. Leger, was under

the difagreeable neceflity of ordering a retreat;

and, on the 2 2d of Auguft, retired in confiderable

diforder and precipitation, only two days before

the arrival of Arnold.

In the mean time. General Burgoyne had con-

tinued his camp on the eaft fhore of the Hudfon's-

river, nearly oppolite to Saratoga, where, by un-

remitting induftry and perfeverance, he had

brought from Fort-George, about thirty days pro-

vifiona, and other necelTary ftores : and, having

thrown a bridge of rafts acrofs the river, he

conveyed them over to the heights of Saratoga,

about the middle of September, where he fixed

his camp, while the enemy then lay in the neigh-

bourhood of Still-water, towards whom General

Burgoyne marched his whole force, and arrived

on the 19 th, within a little of the enemy's

lines.

The American army, under the command of

Gates and Arnold, turned out on their approach,

when a fevere and well-fupported conflid enfued,

in which the Britifh acquired great honour, by

their inferiority in number ; and after an ardous

llruggle, and hard-fought battle, of about four

hours inceflant fire, jull as the light clofed, the

Americans retreated, and left their opponents

Bb 2



1^6 A VIEW OF Chap. IX;

barely mafters of the field, who lay upon their

arms all that night, and in the morning ftrongly

fortified their camp, almoft within canon-fliot of

the American lines.

Both armies had lofl: confiderably in this en-

gagement ; and although the Britifli had acquired

great honour, yet they had now grappled with fuch

an enemy, as they had fcarcely expelled to have

found in America.—And the Indians, who as yet

adhered to their leader, being difappointed in the

acquifition of the plunder they expe^led^ perfide-

oufly deferted their undaunted commander, at the

critical period on which their fervice was moft

eflentially neceffary ; while great numbers of the

Canadians, and Britifli Provincials, followed their

example*

la this diftrefilng fituation, General Burgoyne,

who had crofTcd the Hudfon's-river, in complaifance

with his orders, which, he fays, were to proceed

to Albany at all hazard ; and had all along been

fully confident of fuccour from New-York,
received, with great difficulty, a letter in cypher

from Sir Henry Clinton, advifing him of an

intention to make a diverfion up the North-river

in his favour, by attacking Fort-Montgomery,

and fome other works, which the Americans had
erected on the river, in order to cut off the

communication between Albany and New-York.
General Burgoyne immediately returned the

meffenger ; and difpatched two officers in difguife,

by different routes, to inform General Clinton of

his having only provifions for the army till the



Chap.IX. North America, (d^r. 197

12th of next month j and of his fixed determinatioQ

to hold out till that time.

General Lincolin, having collected a large body
of New-England militia, had made an attack upon
the Forts of Ticonderoga and Moimt-Independence,

intending to cut off all communication between

Canada and the Britifli Army ;—but after fcveral

bold and defperate attempts, he was repulfed by
the bravery of Brigadier-General Powel, who then

commanded in Ticonderoga.

General Burgoyne, about the beginning of

Oftober, was under the difagreeable neceflity of

abridging the foldiers rations; which, however

difcouraging to an army, was now fubmitted to

with great relignation and fortitude, and reflefls

the higheft honour and merit upon that diftrelTed,

but pel fevering army.

Matters continued in this forlorn ftate, till the

7 th of October, when there being no intelligence,

or appearance of the intended co-operation, and

the limited time of the army's remaining in that

fituation, within a few days of being expired.—It

was thought advifeable to make a movement to

the enemy's left, not only to difcover whether

there was any poffibility of forcing a pafTage,

ihould it be requifite to advance, or pradicable to

diflodge them for the convenience of retreat.

The detachment alotted for this purpofe,

confided of 1500 of the flower of the army, with

feveral pieces of artilery, and commanded by the

General in perfon, feconded by his heft and moft

experienced officers.

The troops having arrived at the enemy's left,
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they were boldly attacked, on the left wing, by a

great fuperiprity of force, which they refifted with

great intrepedity, till they obferved that the

enemy were marching a ftrong detachment round

their flank, in order to cut off their retreat.

This obliged the light infantry, and fpme more

of the troops to form into a fecond line, in order

to prevent them from being cut off from their

camp. But while this motion was in agitation,

the enemy pufhed on a ftrong reinforcement, to

decide the adion on the left, which being at laft

overpowered, by a great fuperiority of force, was

obliged to give way ; upon which the light in-

fantry, and 24th regiment, by a happy move-

ment, preferved that wing from immediate ruin.

In this critical lituation, the troops were oblig-

ed, by every exertion, to endeavour to effectuate

a regular retreat ; and, although very hard preffed,

returned in tolerable good order to their camp,

leaving behind them, fix pieces of canon, great

part of the artillery-men and horfes being killed in

the adion.

The enemy now puflied on their fuccefs with

great ardour and impetuofity, ftorming the lines

with uncommon fiercenefs, expofed to a well-

fupported fire of grape-fhot and fmall arms, which

did great execution.—The entrenchments, defend-

ed by Lord Balcarras, with the light infantry,

were boldly attacked by Arnold, who being at

laft grievoully wounded, his troops were repulfed

with great difficulty and confiderable lofs.

But during this general and obftinate conteft,

colonel Bryman, who commanded the Germans,
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being killed, the entrenchment defended by that

corps was carried by ftorm, with the lofs of their

baggage, tents, and artillery. — The night at laft

put an end to the conflicb, while nothing could ex-

ceed the diftreffed and calamitous ftate of the Britifh

army, which they neverthelefs bore with a degree

of fortitude and unconquerable firmnefs, peculiar

alone to Britifh veteran troops.

Nothing could now prevent them from inevitable

deftrudlion, on the enfuing day, but a total change

of polition in the night, which was planned with

fuch judgment, and carried into execution with fuch

filence and order, that the whole Britilh army de-

camped from their ground in the dead of the night,

and took an entire new pofition, without being

obferved.

Both armies had fufFered feverely on this fatal

and unfortunate day; for, befides General Frazer

and Colonel Bryman, the Britifh had lofl Major

Williams of the artillery. Major Ackland of the

granadiers, who were taken, and Sir James Clark,

aid-de-camp to General Burgoyne.

r The Britifli army, being now convinced, that

nothing lefs than a general and decilive aclion could

extricate them from their prefent calamities, con-

tinued, without effect, in their new pofition, to

offer battle to the enemy on the enfuing day.—But

this they as carefully avoided, except fome flvlr-

mifhes, while they were endeavouring to enclofe

the right of the Britifh encampment, by which

they would have had them entirely furrounded.

Nothing now remained, but for the Britifli army

to effectuate a retreat to Saratoga j and according-
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ly they began to move about nine o'clock at night,

carrying off their whole baggage and artillery, al-

though they were obliged to leave the lick and

wounded in the hofpitals, which of courfe fell into

the hands of General Gates, who ufed them with

great humanity and attention.

From the various obftruclions of the march, the

army did not pafs the fords of Filh-kill Creek,

which lies a little to the north of Saratoga, until

the third day on the morning, when they found

part of the enemy already arrived, and throwing

up works on the heights before them, which how-

ever were abandoned on their approach ; and the

parties retired over a ford of the Hudfon*s-river,

and there joined a greater force, ftationed to pre-

vent the palling of the Britifli army.

No hope was now left, but that of effectuating

a retreat, at leaft, as far as Fort-George ; and, for

that purpofe, a detachment of artificers, with a

ftrong gviard, were fent forward to repair the

bridges, and open tlie road to Fort-Edward : but

they were fcarcely begun to work, when they ob-

ferved a large body of the enemy marching towards

them; upon which their provincial guard made
their efcape, and left the workmen to Ihift for

tliemfelves, the bell way they could, who never-

thelefs got moftly fafe in.

Councils of war were now held, to determine

upon what was beft to be done, in thefe diftrefling

and alarming circumftances, and to conlider of the

practicability of a further retreat : but finding all pof-

libility of repairing the roads at an eiid, it was re-

folvedj tliat the army Ihould carry their provifions
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on thcrr backs; and, by a night-march, difficult

and dangerous as it was, to gain Fort-Edward.

But while preparations were making for carry-

ing this defperate refolve into execution, they were

informed, that the enemy had, with great adivity

and vigilance, cut off every poffible means of retreat,

by being ftrongly polled at the fords, where they Vv^ere

obliged to pafs, as Vv'ell as on t^he high grounds be-

tween Fort-Edward and Fort-George, while thejr

parties every where furrounded, and watched the

motions of the army.

Words can by no means exprefs the deplorable

and calamitous ftate to which the Britifh troops

were now reduced ; being worn out with a long

feries of hard toil, incelTant effort, and ftubborn

action ; abandoned by the Indians, and difcouraged

by the defertion of the Provincials and Canadians,

in their greateft neceflity and diftrefs :—reduced by

repeated and heavy lofs of fome of their beft officers

and foldiers, to the number of only about 3,500

efieclive fighting men, not quite 2,000 of whom
were Britifh: their proviiions juft exhaufted, and

excluded from all poffibility of retreat, by being

invefled with an army more than four times their

number, who, from a knowledge of their conditi-

on, refufed to fight them, and who could not pof-

fibly be attacked on any part ; and obliged to ly

conftantly on their arms, while a continued fhower

of rifle and grape-lliot pervaded every part of their

camp.

But as real magnanimity and courage fubmits

to defpalr, with great reluctance, the troops bore

C c
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all thefe calamities with unparalleled conftancy,

temper, and fortitude, ftill hoping for the promif-

ed afliftance from New-York ; or, at leaft, of being

able to bring the enemy to an engagement, and

either extricate themfelves with honour, from im-

pending ruin, or glorloufly die in the daring at-

tempt.—This, however, could not poffibly be ef-

fected : for the enemy carefully evited every fvich

opportunity, while their numbers were daily en-

creafmg ; the militia pouring in from all quarters,

eager to partake of the glory, the fpoil, or the plea-

fure of capturing thofe whom they had formerly

viewed with terror and difmay.

Being now reduced to the laft extremity, no

appeatance of relief, and the provilions within three

days of being entirely out ;—General Burgoyne

thought it expedient, in fuch an important affair,

to take the general fuffrage of the army ; and there-

fore called a council of war, not only of the gene-

ral and other field officers, but of the principal cap-

tains commanding detachments ; in which it was

tinanimoufly determined to open a treaty, and en-

ter into a convention with General Gates.

Few fcenes can be more affecling, than thus to

behold a brave and enterprizing General, apparent-

ly del'litute of thofe lucrative or mercenary views,

that might have induced him to fpin out or protract

the war, for his own private emolument, but e-

mulous to bring it to a happy termination by a vi-

gorous exertion of the powers committed to his

truft ;—led on by pofitive orders, and the delufive

hopes of promifed affiftance, into the interior parts

of a wild and barbarous country, and there defert-
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ed by perfidious auxiliaries j—difappainted of relief;

—his brave and perfevering army greatly exhaufted,

with the terrible monfler Famine, itaring tnem full

in the face ;—at laft obliged to capitulate with thofe

whom he had formerly held in fuch contempt and
dirifion.

At length, upon the 17 th day of October, after

feveral altercations refpe6ling military honour, the

convention was concluded ; and, exclulive of the

provifion of the army, on its way to, and accom-

modation at Bofton, the principal articles of the

treaty were, ' That the army fhould march out of

* the camp, with all the honours of war, to a fixed

' place, where they were to depofite their arms

;

' to be allowed a free embarkation and paffage to

' Europe from Boflon, upon condition of their not
' ferving again in America, during the war.—The
' army not to be feparated, particularly the men
* from the officers ; roll-calling, and other duties of

' regularity to be admitted : the officers to be al-

' lowed their parole, and to wear their fide-arms

:

* all private property to be facred ; and the public

' ftores delivered upon honour : no baggage to be

' fearched or molefted: all perfons of whatever

* country, appertaining to, or following the camp,

' to be fully comprehended in the terms of capitu-

' lation : and the Canadians to return to their own
' country, liable to its conditions.'

It is generally allowed, that General Gates ful-

filled all thefe articles with great puncluallty and

honour, fo far as he had it in his power; and be-

haved with great moderation and politenefs,

through the tranfaction of the whole matter.

C c 2
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During the execution of this humiliating alter-

native, General Sir Henry Clinton, with about

3000 men, and a proper naval force, commanded
by Comodore Hotham, had gone up the North-

river, and invefled Forts-Montgomery and Clinton,

which were both carried by ftorm, after a furious

and conjundl attack of the fleet and army, while

another guarrifon, called Fort-Conftitution, and

two frigates were fet on lire, and precipitately

abandoned on the approach of the Britifh forces.

In thefe garrifons were found about 67 pieces

of canon, befides a boom and chain acrofs the river,

which was faid to have coft about ^'70,000, in

making ; and was, upon the whole, an extraordi-

nary proof of American induftry.

Animated with thefe fuccefles, Sir James Wal-
lace, vv^'ith a fquadron of light vefTels, and General

Vaughan^ with a detachment of troops, continued

their excurfions up the river, for fome days, carry-

ing devaftation and terror wherever they went,

till General Gates was under the necefiity of mov-
ing towards them, with a much fuperior force.

—

Upon which they retired to New-York with the

fleet and army.

The trCops commanded by General Burgoyne,

being now unarmed, in the hands of the Ameri-

cans, were treated, on their way to Bofton, in

the moll daftardly manner : the Congrefs alledging,

as a pretence for their perEdy, that the exad
number of caliidge-boxes had not been delivered

np.—But this frivolous pretence, only ferves to

confirm, that people not really poffefTcd of good
principles, M'ill eafily metamorphofe the mofl imma»
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terial trifles, into eflential points, in order to pro-

ceed to the moft flagrant violation of jufl:ice.

This feverity of treatment, had drawn from
General Burgoyne, a long remonfl:rating letter to

Congrefs, complaining of their bad quarters, and
imploring redrefs: from which the Congrefs

thought proper to infer, that he intended to break

through the articles of convention ; and therefore

refufed to fulfil the terms on their part. This

unfair conftruflion, drew from General Burgoyne,

a long explanation of his letter ; and, in order to

convince them of thefincere intentions of his army,

the ofiicers flgned their paroles, which they had

hitherto refufed to do on account of their bad

ufage.

Notwithftanding of thefe convincing evidences

of fidelity and honour, on the part of the Britifh,

the Congrefs were unalterably determined upon

the retention of the troops ; and, for that purpofe,

nnammoufly refohed, to fufpend the embarkation

of General Burgoyne's army, till the convention

fliould be ratified by the Parliament of Britain,

imagining that others would foon be fent out in

their place, from the garrifons where they would

be relieved.

General Burgoyne imagining, that his prefence

would be neceflary in Great- Britain, not only to

vindicate his own character, and that of his army j

but, if pofllble, to procure the ratification of the

convention of Saratoga,—returned home, on pa-

role, for thefe purpofes. But, on his arrival in

Britain, he foon found, that he was no longer a

favourite of court, being denied accefb to his royal
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prefence, and iliown every other mark of difplea-

fure.

Mortified and nettled at this political affront,

he endeavoured to juflify his condud in a very

elegant fpeech in the houfe of Commons; and

ftrongly inlifled, that he fhould undergo a parlia-

mentary enquiry ; which, being partly refufed, he

peremptorily infilled, that he fhould be tried by a

court-martial, which was alfo declined, on pre-

tence, that he was a prifoner to Congrefs, and

ought to return to his troops. This harfh treat-

ment, however, induced the enemies of miniftry

to alledge, that they were afFraid to bring his

inflruclions to light, in cafe of fomething appear-

ing unfavourable to themfelves.

But, as every tender heart mufl feel for he-

roifm in diftrefs,—I fhall here leave this much
negle<^ed, though able and interprifing General,

wreflling with a reverfe of fortune, and return to

an army, who had hitherto taken it cool and eafy
j

fome of whom, being now drowned in diflipation,

neither feemed to wifh for, nor to be emulous

about the termination of the war.
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CHAP. X.

Proceedings of the Army in Philadelphia, during the

winter

.

— Colonel Abercromhfs expidition up the

Delaware,—^Various regulations eJlabliJJjed in Phi'

ladelphia,—Re/?edions on its new inhabitants.—
A plot difcovered for the deJ}ru6lion of the Britijh

officers.
—The Meeting-houfes converted into hofpitals..

—-Copies of the conciliatory Bill arrive at Phila-

delphia.—The effects thereof in the army.— Its

reception among the Americans.—^Mr.Deane arrives

at Congrefs, with copies of the treaty of commerce,

and alliance, between Prance and America.—The

articles of the Treaty,—General Clinton arrives at

Philadelphia, and takes the command,—A particu-

lar defcription of the Mechenza,—Preparations for

* evacuating Philadelphia,—The CommiJJloners arrive

from Great-Britain.—Their propofals to the Aiue-

ricans, which are rejected by Congrefs,

T'
H E Bridfli army having reconnoitfed the

American encampment, at the White-Pine

Marfh, as already hinted j and finding it impracti-

cable to diflodge them, they returned to Phila-

delphia, as if piqued at the inaufpicioufnefs of

Mars, and inlifted themfelves under the banners

of a Goddefs, whofe fervice was more properly

adapted to the inclemency of the weather, in that

cold feafon of the year.
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And as temples for the oblations to their favou-

rite miftrefs, the play-houfe, which had lain

unoccupied fince the firft refolves of Congrefs, was

now fitted up at a great expence ; and fome very

elegant houfes, which had been abandoned by their

owners, were converted into ball-rooms, and other

places for nocturnal entertainments, while every

other proceeding abundantly proclaimed, that

fome of the officers were more folicitous about the

hacknied fmiles of a coquet, or giddy girl, than

the general approbation of the people of Great-

Britain.

And a number of the fine ladies of Philadelphia,

feemed to be of opinion, that the lace and feather,

were accompliihments of a very fuperior nature

;

and that the affected rhapfodies, extracted from

comedy, were much more agreeable, than the

plain and ingenuous complaints of their American

lovers.

The general feftivlty being thus accelerated, by

every concurring circumftancc, one fmall difficulty

feemed at firft to arife, from the want of male

comedians, real aclreffes having come over along

with the army.—But this deficiency was foon fup-

plied, by a fet of officers, who were tolerably ver-

fant in the re-public of plays ; and appeared to be

nmch more in their real element, when fliining

upon the fi:age, than when afting upon the terri-

fying plains of Mars.

Notwithftanding of this general fufpenfion of

hoftilities, there were ftill in the army numbers of

officers, whofe military genius and infatiable thirft
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for honour and glory, induced them to perform

fome very dangerous, but fuccefsful enterprizes

;

particularly Colonel Abercromby, who went up

the Delaware, with a chofen detachment of troops,

and did great execution on both fides of the river,

cfpecially in the Jerfeys, from whence he brought

in a number of prifoners.

General Howe, on his arrival at Philadelphia*

was under the neceffity of borrowing a large fum

of the old paper currency, from the opulent inha-

bitants, in order to pay the troops, as the fliips

with the money could not be got up ; and had

iffued a proclamation, in order to inforce its cir*-

culation ; which, however, was attended with

conliderable difficulty.

A civil police was alfo eftablifhed ; and Jofeph

Galloway, Efq ; who had been formerly a member

of Congrefs, but had fled to New-York, on the

declaration of Independence, was appointed fuper-

intendent-general of the city ; and all the inhabi-

tants were required to come and take an oath of

allegiance to Great-Britain.

In the mean time. General Wafhijigton had

moved his camp from tlac Whice-Pine Marfli, to

the Valley-Forge, where, being cantoned in the

open fields, and his army exceedingly ill provided

with cloathing, and other neceffaries, all his in-

fluence was peceflary, in order to keep them to-

gether: and, for that purpofe, he encouraged

them with the hopes, that the next would be the

laft campaign ; while he circulated a long and fub-

miffive letter, to the people of the feveral colonies,

D d
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defiring them to provide cattle for the army ; and

adviling the young gentlemen to raife a corps of

volunteer light cavalry, to ferve in the army of the

United States.

Philadelphia, by its great fame, as a fine

city, had drawn thither, after the Britifii Army,

a vaft number of adventurers of various nations,

who formed a numerous and mixed multitude,

and exhibited a variegated fcene for fpeculation, in

order to afcertain the various ways and means, by

which different defcrlptions of perfons, according

to their natural capacities, and ordinary flrain of

thinking, were feverally grafping at thofe great,

but little underftood objects, happinefs and refpe6l,

A great majority, in a decifivc and confident

manner, feemed to lay claim to refped, from their

fituation in life, or the appellation of their em-

ployment in the world, without ever once confi-

deriug, whether they were entitled to it by their

internal real worth, good principles, or ordinary

demeanour:—and appeared to have placed their

principal happinefs in projeds adapted to the accu-

mulation of wealth, and the further advancement

of their worldly grandeur^-^While others, of more

confiftancy of thought, were altogether indifferent,

by what honefc and lawful method they procured

for themfelves and dependents, the neceffary and

agreeable comforts of life. And confidering them-

felves only as members of the great community at

large, differing from others in nothing, but in

the quantity, and employment of the talents com-

mitted to their truft, M'ere charitably difpofed to-

wards fociety in general, rejoicing in the hope of
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khe virtuous, and wifhing to reclaim the abandon-

cdly wicked.

But as a glaring contrail to thefc, another de-

fcription of perfons feemed to call loudly for public

attention, and may be fliortly fummed up in the

three almoft fynonimous terms, the coxcomb, the

/op, and the beaux.

Their principal happinefs confiding in the figure

and decoration of their perfons, they appeared to

be fully confident of refpe6l, from the tremendous

lingularity of their drefs, the haughty elevation of

their eyes, and difl:ortion of their whole features,

with their capering gefliiculation of walk; which

proclaimed a vacuity of good fenfe within, gene-

rally fupplied by vanity and felf-conceit, with o-

ther turbulent pafilons, which broke out in private

companies, by fufFocating petulence; and in the

aflembly-room, by threatening imprecations, iffuch

a 'Toafl fhould dance with any other than them-

felves.

But in taverns and top-rooms, they efFeclually

intended to command refpecl; particularly from

the waiters, by noify clamour, rude ringing of the

bell, difliking every thing that came to table, and

curfing the bar-keeper if he knew how to wait upon,

gentlemen.—While even, exclufive of thefe, it was

a very affecling fcene to obferve, fuch a number of

otherwife valuable young men, carelefly floating

down the ftream of debauchery, and ruinating

pleafures.

As I was naturally defirous of being thoroughly

acquainted with the ^ifpofitions of the people

D d 2
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where I happened to relide, I generally attended

the croud; where my natural taciturnity ferved me
in great ftead, particularly in political difputes,

which were fometimes carried on with great

warmth.

The play-houfe, which was duly attended, and

always full, was one night, as 1 happened to be

there, within a trifle of being blown up, by a dia-

bolical plot, laid by fome unprincipled mcendiaries,

who had found means to convey a large quantity

of gun-powder, into one of the cellars below the

theatre j by which^they would have had it in their

power, to have blown up the commanders in chief,

and principal officers of the army and navy.—But
happily this infernal delign was difcovered by the

fentinel, who flood over the houfe, obferving an

pld woman going towards the place, with fome
materials for the purpofe.

Strick enquiry being immediately made, one of

the favourite field- officers of the Britifh army, was
taken into cuftody; who, befides having an agree-

able woman to his wife, had taken a mils into

keeping, who had lately come in from Wafhing-

ton's camp, but had now turned evidence againft

Jiim,

A general court-martial being held for the pur-

pofe, this female evidence deponed, " That by her

means, the prifoner before them, had fent out fe-

veral letti^rs to General Wafhington, befides being

concerned in fending out goods to the American

army.**—This, however, was not long done, when
Ihe reverfed her evidence, and counter-fwore to all

t^jat fhe had bsfore given in. Upon which, tli^
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court-martial acquitted him for the time, for want
of fuificient evidence.

During this great and variegated bullle, a num-
ber of the inhabitants, who had hitherto been well-

afFecled to the Britilli government, began now to

entertain a very indifferent opinion of che army;
as out of contempt of the Prefbyterian profeflion,

they had converted all their Meeting-houfes into

hofpitals or barracks, except a fmall one, formerly

occupied by Mr. Telfer, which, with great diffi-

culty was procured from the commander in chief,

for the accommodation of a clergyman, who had
been one of the profeflbrs in Princeton-college, but,

like the reft of North-Britons, had taken refuge in

the Britifh army ; and, during that winter, confti-

tutted the only Prelbyterian meeting-houfe withia

the Biitifh hues.

In the mean time, the Britifh miniftry under-

flanding that the French were favourably aflecled

to Congrefs, had drawn up a conciliatory Bill for

America ; a rough draught of which arrived at

Philadelphia, about the middle of April 1778, and
was palled up in the London cofFee-houfe, contain-

ing fuch humiliating concelTions from Great- Britain

to America, that the very mentioning of its terms,

was generally accounted almoft equal to high-

treafon by the majority of the officers, till they had

gone and fatisfied themfelves, by occular demon-
flration, in reading its contents.

It is impoffible to defcribe the rage and afloniffi-

ment which thefe conceffions excited amono: theo
britifh army and its follov/ers.

The refugees, numbers of whom had left large
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eftates in America, found that they were at all e-

vents to fall a facrifice to the ineffedual operations

of Britain ; and therefore curfed the pride, ftupi-

dity, and pulilanimity of the M y, in going to

war with a people from whom they would hear no

petitions, till they were proftrate at their feet in

unconditional fubmifllon : and to be at laft obliged

to cringe for a peace, upon much more advantage-

ous terms, than had ever been alked at the com-

mencement of the war.— While a great many of

the officers of the army, being fully confident, that

the terms would be accepted, did not hefitate a-

mong themfelves, to curfe the timidity of P 1

:

-—alleging, " That they would foon be reduced to

the petty fubfiftance of half pay ; and have no op-

portunity of being advanced in the army."

Copies of the conciliatory Bill, had, by feveral

methods, been interfperfed through the country,

for the perufal of the people, which the Congrefs,

out of contempt, publiflied in their Gazette ; at the

fame time, " prohibiting any body of men, belonging

to the united States of America, from treating with

any Commiffioners that might be fent over from

Britain, till fuch time as their fleets and armies

were withdrawn, and Independence granted:"-—

while they recommended to the people of the feve-

ral States, to have their quotas of troops ready

early in the fpring, as Britain was endeavouring to

lull them into a fatal fecurity.

Governor Tryon, of New-York, had fcnt feveral

copies of the bill to General Wafliington, defiring

that they might be circulated among the officers

and men of his armv. In anfwcr to M'liich, Gene-
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ral Wafliington inclofed In his letter, one of their

newfpapers, containing the bill printed in the Ga-

zette, attended by the refolves of Congrefs on that

account.

And upon a iimilar application to Governor

Turnbull, he returned for anfwer, " That over-

tures of peace were generally made from, and to

the fupreme authorities of the. belligerent powers

refpeclively ; and that it was altogether new, to

make the firft application to the people on fuch an

occafion.

" The time has been, continued he, when even

this ftep, from our then acknowledged parent-

flate, might have been accepted with joy and gra-

titude; but that day is irrevocably paft.— The
repeated rejeclion of our lincere and fufficiently

humble petitions, the commencenTent of hoftilities,

the inhumanity which has marked the profecution

of the war on your part, in its feveral ftages, the

infolence which difplays itfelf, on every petty ad-

vantage, are all infuperable bars to the very idea

of concluding a piece with Great-Britain, on any

other terms, than the moft abfolute and perfect

independence."

At length, about the beginning of May, the

refolutions of Congrefs, and their feparation from

Great-Britain, feemed to be fatally ^caled, by the

arrival of Mr Deane, « xprefs from Paris in a royal

frigate, with the important intelligence of the

, king ot France, having ratified ihe treaties of

commerce and alliance, eventual and defenfive,

between them snd the thirteen United States of

America; copies whereof he had brought over
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for the ratification of Congrefs : the moft favour-

able articles of which were publifhed in the Ame-

rican Gazette, with long encomiums upon the

equity, generofity, and honour of the French

nation ; with the favourable difpofition of Europe

in general towards America.—-This great and long

"wifhed-for event, was received in the feveral pro-

vinces with uncommon demonftrations of joy and

exultation, while they began to imagine themfelves

as already independent, when they came to be

acquainted with the moft ejQTential articles of the

treaty of aUiance.— An abridgement of which,

runs thus

:

1. " That in cafe of a war between France and

Britain, during the conteft with America, his

Moft Chriftian Majefty, and the United States,

ihould make it a common caufe, and aflift one

another with their councils and forces, according

as the exigencies of affairs Ihould require.

2 .
'* The effential and direS: end of the prefent

defenftve alliance, is to maintain effe(flually the

liberty, fovereignty, and independence, abfolute

and unlimited, of the faid United States, as wcU
in matters of government, as of commerce,

3. *' The two contracfling parties, fhall each on

its part, and in the manner it may judge moft

proper, make all the effort in its power, againft

the common enemy, in order to attain the end

propofed.

^. " They mutually agree to aid and affift one

another, in any particular enterprize; and the

quantity and kind of fuccour, as well As the com-
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penfation thereof, to be fettled by a convention

for the purpofe.

5. " That if the United States ffiould think,

proper, to reduce the Britifh power, remaining in

the Northern parts of America, or the iflands of

Bermudas, that thofe countries fliould be confe-

derated with, and dependent upon the United

States.

6. " His Moft Chriftian Majefly renounces for-

ever, the poiTeffion of the iflands of Bermudas, as

well as any part of the Continent of America,

which, by former treaties,' may have been ceded

to Great-Britain.

7. " That in cafe his Moft Chriftian Majefty,

fhould be able to reduce any of the Britifli Iflands,

in the gulf of Mexico, that they fliall belong to

the crown of France.

8. " Neither of the two parties fliall conclude,

either truce or peace, with Great-Britain without

the formal confent of the other, firft obtained,

—

And they mutually engage not to lay down their

arms, until the independence of the United States

fliall have been formally, or tacitly affured, by the

treaty that fliall terminate the war.

9. " The contracting parties declare, that as they

are both refolved to fulfil the conditions of the treaty,

there fliall be no after compenfation on either fide,

whatever may be the event of the war.

10. " The Moft Chriftian King, and the United

States, agree, to invite or admit other powers,

who may have received injuries from England, to

make a common caufe with them j and to accede

Ee
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to the prefent alliance, under fuch conditions, as

fliall be freely agreed to, and fettled between all

the parties.

II." The two parties mutually guarantee to one

another for ever.—The United States to his Moll

Chriftlan Majefty, his prefent poffellions in Ame-
rica, as well as thofe he may acquire, by the treaty

of peace. And his Mofl Chriftian Majefty guaran-

tees to the United States, their liberty, fovereignty,

and independence ; abfolute and unlimited, as well

in government as in commerce: alfo whatever

pofi'effions they may acquire in America, now in

poffeffion of Great- Britain, as it fhall be fixed at

the end of the war.

12. " The intention or the preceding article,

fhail commence immediately, on the breaking out

of a rupture between France and England ; but, if

no fuch rupture takes place, it fliall not commence
till peace is concluded.

13." This treaty fliall be ratified by both par-

ties
J

and the ratifications exchanged in the fpace

of fix months, if poilible. Done at Paris,

Feb. 6th, 1778.; and figned, by Conrode, Alex-

ander Gerard,—Benjamine Frankline^—Silas Deane^—
Arthur Lee."

The Britifh Miniftry appearing not to be alto-

gether fatisfied with the tarde grade operations of

Sir William Howe, had appointed Lieutenant-

General Sir Henry Cunton, to be Commander in

Chief in America; who accordingly arrived from

New-York at Philadelphia^ about the 8th of May,

upon which, great lament'ations were heard in the

camp } as many of the ofiic ers now imagined, that



Chap. X. North America, i)'c. 219

their days of feflivity and eafe were drawing to an

end ; and that they would now be obliged to earn

their bread with the fweat of their brow.

But they being determined, to have one hearty

draught of diflipation, before tney fhould part with

their beloved mode of life,—fet about making fuch

uncommon preparations for the purpofe, as fully

convinced us, that we were to fee fomething not

only new, but very extraordinary.

Accordingly, the flats of a very large elegant

houfe, a little below Philadelphia, were thrown

into one very fplendid apartment each ;—befides a

Vaft number of artificers being employed, for feve-

ral weeks, in fabricating a large faloon, or a part-

ment with a ceiled roof, 210 feet long, 40 feet

wide, and 2 2 high ; one end of which was joined

to, and conneded with the houfe.

Thefe apartments were fitted up at many a

thoufand pounds expence ; and the city of Phila-

delphia ranfacked for looking-glafTes, to decorate

the whole, as fliall afterwards be defcribed ; while

mofl of the milliners in town, were conftantly

employed, for a confiderable time, in making

curious Afiiatic drelTes, for the knights and their

dulcineas, as well as trimmings for the vaft num-
ber of looking-glaffes, and branched candlefticks,

employed in the houfe, appointed for this very

extraordinary entertainment.

In the mean time, the inhabitants of the city

feemed greatly at a lofs, to account for fuch

remarkable indications of joy; as it then began to

be privately whifpered, that the Britifli forces

Ee 2
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were about to evacuate Philadelphia, a for-

midable French fleet being foon expelled upon the

coalls.

At length every thing being in readinefs, and

the expence of the vt'hole clubed by twenty-two

field oilicers, with four managers appointed to

fuperintend the entcrtaiDment, on the day appoint-

ed, almoft all the officers of the Britilh arniy,

except thofe upon duty, with a great number of

gay ladies, marched to the upper end of the city,

where they embarked in fine galiies, by three grand

divifions, as follows.

The firft galley, in the Regatta, had on board

feveral generals, and a number of ladies. The
galley in the centre, being the poft of honour, had

on board Sir Henry Clinton, Lord and Sir William

Howes, v/ith the officers of their fuite, and fome

ladies.- The galley in the rear, had on board

General Knyphafen, and the officers of his fuite,

three Britilh Generals, and a parcel of ladies.

—

On each quarter of the galiies, and forming their

divifions, were five flat-boats, lined with green

cloth, and filled with officers and ladies.

In front of the whole, were three flat-boats,

with a band of mufic in each, while fix barges

rowed about each flank, to keep ofi" the boats in

the river. The three galiies were curioufly

drefled out with colours and ftreamers.

All the fliips in the harbour had their flags and

penants hoifted ; and the Fanny armed fliip, which

lay oppofite to Market Street wharf in the middle,

v/as in a manner entirely covered over, with a vafl:

number of different fets of colours, while the Roe-
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buck lay a little diftant with the Admiral's flag

hoifted at the fore-top-maft-head.

The Regatta having arrived oppoiite to Market-

ftreet wharf, they there lay upon their oars for

fome time, and played, God fave the King ; which

was aulwered by three cheers from the people oq

board the fliips.

They then proceeded, and having got below the

city, oppofite to the houfe appointed, they landed

at the foot of an elegant walk, prepared for the

purpofe, upon which they were faluted by feven-

teen guns from the Roebuck, and as many from

the Vigilant war ihips.

The proceflion was formed by all the bands of

mufic in the front, the four managers next, and

the generals, with the reft of the officers and ladies

in proper order.—The lides of the walk being lined

with granadiers and light dragoons.

About half way between the river and the houfe,

was a large fquare, or field, lined with troops ; at

the head of which were two large pavilions, with

rows of benches, rifing one above another, where

the ladies and gentlemen ranged themfelves, while

fourteen of the greaceft Belles, dreffed out in

Turkifh habits, fat by fevens on two particular

benches in the front, to be contended for by their

refpective knights.

They were no fooner fet, than the found of

trumpets were heard at adiftance; and immediately

a company of knights entered the lifts, dreifed in

rich Aliatic habits, of red and uz/Vte fiik, mounted

on fine gray horfes, richly cftparifoned, in trappings

of the fame colour j and were preceded by four
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trumpeters, curioufly drelTed, with an herald in his

robes of ceremony, having on his Tunic the device

of two blended rofes, and for motto, We droop when

feparated.

The champion of this order of knights, capered

along on a fine managed horfe ; his ftirrups being

held by two black flaves, having faflies and draw-

ers of blue and white filk, with large filver clafps

round their necks and arms, their breafts and

Jhoulders being bare.—Two fquires, one on each

fide, elegantly dreffed in the fame tafte, walked in

a (lately manner, partly before him ; the one bear-

ing his lance, and the other his fliield, upon which

was the device of Cupid riding upon a lion, with

the motto of. Surmount by love.

The champion was followed by fix other knights,

mounted, dreifed, and attended in the very fame

manner, each having his different device and motto,

and appearing in honour of his refpeclive fair.—Hav-

ing rode round the fquare, they ranged themfelves

oppofite their own ladies, while their herald, with

a flourifli of trumpets, proclaimed, " That the

ladies of the blended rofe excelled all others of the

world, in wit, beauty, and every accompliihment;

and if any knights fiiould doubt or deny it, let

them enter the lifts, and difpute it by force of

arms."

At the third repetition of this challenge, an he-

rald, with four trumpeters, dreffed in black and

orange filk, galloped within the fquare, and rode

up in front of th^ pavilion, where, with a flourifli

of trumpets, he procldimed, '• That the knights of
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the burning mountain^ defpife the vain-glorious af-

fertions of the knights of the blended rofe ; and are

willing to prove by deeds of arms, that the ladies

of the burning mountain are not exceeded in wit,

beauty, and virtue, by any in the world.''

Having thus given defiance, the herald returned,

and immediately the knights of the burning moun-
tain entered the lifts, dreffed in black and orange,

in the fame tafte as the others ; their champion hav-

ing for device, a heart with a wreath of flowers,

the motto, Love and glory*—He was followed by fix

other knights of the fame order, mounted on black

horfes, and attended in the fame manner as the

knights of the blended rofe.

After riding round the fquarc, they came in

front of the white knights, the chief of which

threw down his gaunlet, and the chief of the black

ordered his fquire to take it up.

They then fixed on their fhields, took their lan-

ces ; and, taking oppolite fides of the fquare, met
with a carreer, and fhivered their fpears ; which,

by the bye, were made of wood and plates of tin.

—The fecond and third courfes, they fired piftols

;

and the fourth, fought with their fwords, which

were made of the fame materials as their fpears.

All the knights having, one way or other retir-

ed, except the two champions, who ftill continued

in furious combat, till the raarfhal of the field in-

terpofed, and told them, that the ladles were fully

fatisfied with their proofs of valour and love ; and

commanded them, as they prized the future fa-

vours of their miftreffes, to defift : which fummons,

being readily obeyedj they altogether, in a very
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peaceable manner came forward, and with great

grimace and ceremony, faluted the ladies.

It will here be neceflary to obferve, that on the

walk between the fquare and houfe, were two ele-

gant triumphal arches, finilhed in the Tufcan order,"

and fplendidly decorated.— The firft arch, in ho-

nour of Lord Howe, difplayed Neptune, with his

trident on the top ; a failor, with a drawn cutlafs

in his hand, on each fide ; and three plumbs of

feathers on the fummit of each wing.—The fecond

in honour of Sir William Howe, difplayed Fame on

the top, in figure of a^woman, with a trumpet in

her hand.—On the right was a boom, and on the

left a flaming heart.

The knights having faluted the ladies, as already

mentioned, rode through the firft arch, preceded

by the bands of mufic and their fquires; and

forming themfelvcs on each fide of the walk,

accompanied by a number of ftands of colours,

they again faluted their Turkifti ladies, who came

through firft, and then lighted downj and joined in

the proceffion.

After pafiing through the fecond arch, they

came into a fine garden, befide the houfc; and

afcending by fteps, went into a fine large hall,

elegantly finiflied, where tea was prepared ; and

in fide apartments were lemonade, and other cool-

ing refreiliments, while the knights came in, and,

on their knees, received of the ladies the favours

of their valour and love.

This great gambole, commonly denoniinated

the Mcchinza, was performed in prefence of near

50jOco fpedators, almoft every inhabitant of Phi-
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ladelphla, slotting that day to fee fuch a fight as

they had never feen before, and to have ocular

demondration for Britlfli difiipation, of which they

had been frequently informed by their patriots, at

the commencement of the war.

As I knew that the wonders of the day would
lill up a material paragraph in my obfervatory

journal, I paid particular attention to what came

immediately under my eye ; and informed myfelf

from the ofhcers, with whom I was acquainted,

concerning the particular tranfaclions in the houfe.

Tea being over, they afcended to a large ball-

room, richly finiihed, and bedded with gold,

having eighty-five large mirrors, and thirty-four

branches with wax-candles.

The knights and their ladies opened the ball

:

and the whole company danced till ten o'clock at

night, when th6 windows were thrown open, and

a fet of fire-works, which had been conflrucled

beiide the houfe, were played oft with great dex-

terity.

The figure of /^7 ;;.'?, on the top of General Howe's

triumphal arch, was now illuminated within, and

appeared as a ftary woman, blowing from her

trumpet, in letters of light, Tes Laurieiis sont

IMMORTELS.

Havinof diverted themfelvcs with the fire-works

till twelve o'clock, they went to fupper, in the

large faloon, already mentioned ; which was richly

decorated, having fifty-fix large pier looklng-

glaiTes, curioufly trimmed with filk and ribbons;

100 branches, with three lights in each, fprung

from the walls; and 18 luilres, with 24 fights

F f
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in each, hung from the ceihng : all which were

richly ornamented, while 300 wax candles were

interfperfed upon the table, which was fpread with

430 covers, and 1,200 dilbes of meat.

On each fide of the faloon, were three alcoves,

which ferved for fide-boards, <b'c. while 2 4 black

ilaves, in oriental dreffes, ranged themfelves on

each fide, and bended to the ground as the Ad-

miral and General entered.

Supper being almoil over, an herald appeared

at the end of tlie faloon, and, with a flourifli of

trumpets, proclaimed, " The King's health ;

the Queen, and Royal Family; the x4lRMY and

Navy ; the Knights ^ and their Ladies ; the Ladies

in general ;^ while each toaft was followed by a

flourifh of mulic. After which, they returned to

the ball-room and danced till four in the morning,

v/hich ended the Mechinza»

In a few days after, Sir Wilham Howe took hi?;

leave of the army, in order to return home ; while

the report of the evacuation of Philadelphia, began

to be generally believed ; and it now appeared,

that during the courfe of the winter, the Britifh

Army had found out garrifons of a more attainable

nature, and not fo ftrongly barrocaded, as thofe

commanded by General Wafliington at the White-

Pine Marfh, or the Valley-Forge : and, as a com-

penfation of their good winter-quarters, had been

railing up a race of brave Britilh heroes, to fupply

the deficiency of courage, which they had always

imagined to have fubfifted in that country.

But, as I afterwards underflood, this favour
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was not fo gratefully received, as it might have

been, by the American army, on their return to

town 5 for, finding a number of their toafis and

belks pretty far gone with young Britilh bravos,

they deemed it as a reproach to their bravery, and

accordingly held fuch patriotic ladies in the great-

eft deteftation and abhorrence.

At laft, upon the 26th of May, our apprehen-

iions, concerning the leaving of Philadelphia, were

effeclually confirmed by an order from the Com-
mander in chief, for all the (hipping to fall down
the river, on or before the 2d of June following.

This, however, was a moft unhappy manuoever,

not only for the merchants and followers of the

army, but for the inhabitants, who had remained

in the city ; as they were well alTured, that they

had now rendered themfelves odious in the eyes of

their countrymen ; which therefore obliged num-
bers to embark their families and effe6ls, and take

chance along with the Britiili.

In the mean time, the merchants, having only

a few days warning, were bufied in the greateft

buftle and confufion, in packing up and embarking

their goods j and were fo expeditious, that by the

time appointed, they had every thing on board,

when the fleet fell down to Reedy-Ifland, to wait

for further orders.

During: their refidence there, the Earl of Car-

LISLE, .Governor Johnstone, and William Eden,

Efq ; arrived exprefs from Great-Britain, as Com-
millioiiers, for relloring peace in America ; and

wi^re joined in the Commiilion by the Commander

in Chief, Sir Henry Clinton*.

Ff 2
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A few days after tlieir arrival, they difpatched

Dr. Fersfiifon their fecretarv, with the two acts of

parhament, and their corximiiTion, to Congrefs

:

but being rcfufed admittance, at the American out-

pofts, he was obhged to return, and fend the dif-

patches by common means.

The Commiffioners, in thefe difpatches, offered

fuch terms, as at a more early period would have

been thankfully received, and would have reftored

pence and felicity to the whole Britiili empire.

—

They offered '• to confent to an immediate celfation

of hoRiIities, by fea and land : to reftore a free in-

tercourfe; and to renew the common benefits of

naturalization, through the feveral parts of the

empire : to extend every freedom to trade, that

the refpedive interefls, on both fides, could require:

to agree, that no military force be kept up in the

different States of North America, without the con-

fent of the general Congrefs, or of the particular

AfTemblies : to concur in meafures for difcharging

the debt of America, and to raife the value and

credit of the paper Continental currency: to per-

petuate the common union, by a reciprocal depu-

tation of an agent or agents, from the different

States, who fliould have the privilege of a feat and

voice in the parliament of Great-Britain ; or, if fent

from Britain, to have a feat and voice in the affem-

blles of the different States, to which they may be

fent refpeftively : to eftablifh the power of the re-

fpe£tive iegiflators, in each particular flate ; to fet-

tle its revenue, its civil and military eflablifhmcnt,

aoi' to exercife a perfed: freedom of legiflation, and

lii teuigl government 3 fo that the Britifli flates.
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throughout North America, acting with Great-

Britain in peace and wai', under one common So-

vereign, might have the irrevocable enjoymeij'; of

every privilege, that was fhort ot a total feparation

of interefts, or conliftent with that union of force,

on which the fafety of the common religion and
liberty depends."

Although it M'as faid, that thefe favourable pro-

portions produced long debates in Congrefs, for

feveral days ; yet the anfwer that they returned by
Henry Laurens, their prefident, was, " That the

offers now made were founded upon the fuppoliti-

on, that the United States were dependent upon
Britain, which was altogether unadmiffible : yet

they were ftill inclined to peace, and would wil-

lingly enter upon the confideration of a treaty of

commerce, (not inconfiftent with treaties already

fubfifting) as foon as Great- Britain fliould be difpof-

ed to acknowledge the Independence of America,

or withdraw her fleets and armies."

Thus, by the interpofition of thofe then chime-

rical phantoms, fovereignty and independence, ended

that conciliatory fcheme, fo pregnant with the real

happinefs and welfare of both countries.—As by a

junction of their interells, and united forces, upon
fuch a folid bafis, they might not only have pre-

ferved liberty in its utmofl latitude, but have bid

defiance to all the world befides.



230 A VIEW OF Chap. XI.

G H A p. XI.

The Britijh army evacuate Philadelphia.— The fleet

goes round to New-Tork,—The army proceeds through

the Jerfeys.—The battle of Monmouth.—General Lee

fufpended for a year.— The army arrive at NeW'
TorL—A French fleet comes to Sandy-hook, and

blocks up the harbour.—The confirmation of the in-

habitants on that occafion.—The French fleet goes

round to Rhode-Tfland, and invefls the Fort.'-JThe

Britifh fleet appear off Rhode-Ifland.—Both fleets

put to fea ; and, after various manucevers, the

French fleet retire to Boflon.-^-The American troops

retreatfrom Rhode-Ifland.—The Britifhfleet return

to New-Tork.—A defeription of that city, with fome

accidents which happened there.—The Commijfioners

Manifefl» to the feverat Colonies.— So?ne fuccefsful

expeditions of the Britifh troops, which concludes

the campaign.—1 embark for Europe ; andy in fome

ii?ne after, arrive in Great-Britain..

THE departure of the Ifraelites from Egypt

was little more precipitate, than that of the

Britifh army out of Philadelphia: for, Sir Henry

Clinton, having made every neceffary difpolition

for the purpofe, the troops crolTed the Delaware

on the 1 8th of June 1778; and had juft got over

when the American light cavalry were fcampering

down the flreets.—It was confidently aflerted, that

feveral Britilh oilicers, who had been rather long
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in taking leave of their dulcineas, fell into the

hands of Wafhington's light troops. The Com-
miffioners having previoufly gone down to the fleet,

thofe who remained to the laft, went in boats re-

tained for the purpofej and were fired upon, to

no effefl, by fome of the American fcouts, who
had run down the Pennfylvania lide of the river.

In the mean time, the Britilh army, having got

fafe acrofs the Delaware, moved on but very flow,

on account of their vaft number of waggons, which

occupied almoft twelve miles of a line ; while Ge-

neral Wafliington had difpatched General Maxwell,

with a detachment of troops, to aflift in retarding

their progrefs, till he could get up with the main

army.

But, in fpite of all oppofltion, the Britifli troops

forced their way through theilrong pafs at Mount-

Holly; and, with great difficulty, got as far as

Allen's-Town, where they underftood that Generals

Wafliington and Lee, (the latter having been ex-

changed fome time before) had crofled the Dela-

ware, and were to be joined by General Gates, and

the Northern army, in order to oppofe their crof-

fmg the Rariton-river for Statca-Ifland.

In this diftrcfling fituation. Sir Henry Clinton

determined to pufli on cowards Sandy-hook : but

on his way to Freehold, he began to underftand

that the enemy were not far diflant, by the num-
ber of light i:roops, who had made their appearance

on his rear.—In confequence of which, he put the

baggage under the command of General Knyphafen,

who moved on, early in the morning of the 28th

of June, while he himfclf, with the main army,
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refolved to attack the enemy, who now appeared

on both flanks, with an intention to capture the

baggage.

But while preparations were making on both

fides, the Britifh light cavalry had totally routed

the American dragoons, upon which their main

army retired to Monmouth court-houfe, where they

were furioufly attacked by the Britifh, when a hot

engagement enfucd, in which the Americans were

routed with confiderable lofs, and retired behind a

marfh, where Sir Henry Clinton found that it

would be impofllble to bring them again to aclion;

and therefore retired to his former pofitjon, having

already loft a vaft number of men, befides the brave

Colonel Monkton.

' T'or the Jerfeys being naturally a dry fandy

country, with little or no water, but what is

brought up from dug-wells, which were then Hop-

ped by the inhaHtants, before they retired, on the

approach of the Britiili army ; and the weather be-

ing at that feafon of the year, particularly on that

day, moft intolerably hot, about fixty men had

died with the heat, and extreme thirft ; as no per-

fon can long exift in that country, in the midft of

heat and exercife, without having the fluid fupplied,

which is exjiaufted by the extraordinary perfpira-

tion.

Immediately after this fatal engagement, Gene-

ral Lee was laid under an arreft for difobedience of

orders, and d'lfrefped. to the commander in chief: for,

it feems, that he had been detached on the morn-

ing of the engagement, with the advanced army,

in order to harrafs the Britifh till the main bodv
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could get up.—But it appeared, that he had retir-

ed with little oppofition ; and was met by General

Wafhington, who repremanded him in pretty fe^

vere terms, in the face of the army, for being fo

calily repulfed.— This unprecedented behaviour,

extraded from General Lee, two very fmart letters

.to the Commander in Chief, for which he \yas

tried by a general court-martial ; and being found

in part guilty, was " fufpended for twelve months,

from holding any command in the army of the

United States of America."

The Britifh army having, at laft, arrived at

Saody-hook, were taken over to New-York, by

the fleet, which had got round only the preceding

day ; and had only been a few days gone from the

Delaware, when Count De Eftaign arrived with a

formidable French fleet, upon the coaft of Virginia j

where, having ftaid fome little time, he put round

and arrived at Sandy-hook, on the nth of July,

to the great confternation and terror of the inhabi-

tants of New-York, as it was perfectly evident, that

there was then no force in the harbour, fufiicient

to oppofe their coming up, and taking pofleflion

of the place.

As it was an event altogether unexpected, for

the Britifh fleet and army to be thus blocked up

by the French, a great many people, as well as

myfelf, had the curiofity to go down to Utrecht

aud Gravefend, upon Long-Ifland, where we had

a full view of the number and force of the French

fleet, which confifted of 12 hne of battle fliips, of

great force, and three large frigates ; all which
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were fald to have ii,ooo men on board, and had

then come to anchor, within four miles of the

hook, where they captured a great many veflels,

which not expecting to find fuch ftrangers there,

had run in among them before they found out

their miflake.

But, while they continued to block up the har-

bour, and were taking in water, and receiv-

ing fupplies of frelh provifions, from the inhabitants

about Shrevvfburgh, the fpirit of heroifm and de-

fence broke out to fuch a degree, among the re-

fpeclive crews of the numerous tranfports, and

merchant veffcls, which lay at the wharfs of New-
York, that, in a few days, better than a thoufand

volunteers turned out, in order to defend the place,

being almoll confident, that every following day

would bring in Admiral Byron, who had been

long expected with a large fquadroti of fhips, by

which the French would have been efFe(5lually en-

clofed between two fires, and confequently

taken.

Having entertained thefe delufive hopes for forae

time, to no purpofe, at laft, on the morning of

the 2 2d of July, the French fleet began to weigh

anchor, when it was expected that they were going

to attack : but, to the univerfal joy of the inhabi-

tants and army, they put to fea ; and, in a fhort

time, were out of fight on their way to Rhode-

liland, where they arrived and blocked up all the

inlets to the harbour, befides running up two fhips

and fome frigates, almofl: as far as the Fort.

This formidable appearance, immediately oblig-

ed General Pigot, who commanded aX Rhode-lfland,
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to blow up the King-Fifher floop of war, and fe-

veral other veffels, rather than they ihould fall in-

to the hands of the enemy, while he fecured all

the royal frigates, a conliderable way above the

Fort, and made every other preparation for an ob-

ftinate defence.

A few days after the departure of the French

fleet from New-York, Admiral Howe was rein-

forced by the arrival of the Renown, a 5 o gun
fhip from the Weft-Indies; the Raifonable of 64
guns, and the Centurion of 50 from Hallifax ; be-

fides the Cornwall of 74 guns, being one of Ad-

miral Byron's fleet, which had parted with the

reft in a ftorm.

His whole force now confifting of one 74, feven

of 64, and five 50 gun ftiips; befides a great ma-

ny frigates, and other armed veflels ; being all

well manned by volunteers and light infantry, he

put to fea, and fteered towards Rhode-Ifland, which,

by this time, was invefted by the French fleet,

and about 10,000 Americans, under the command
of General Sullivan, who had crofl'ed over, in or-

der to attack, in concert with the French fliips,

which had now gone up as far as the Fort.

At this critical period, Admiral Howe happily

appeared on the coaft, Vt^ith a pretty numerous

fleet, which Count De Eftaign, either miftook

for Byron's fquadron, or thought that there was

more honour to be acquired, by conquering the

Britifti fleet, than the reduction of Rhode-lfland ;

and therefore put to fea, in purfuit of them, at

the very time that the Fort could have been car»

Gg 2
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ried, as almoft all the frigates had been previoufly

burned, and the whole force collecfled within the

garrifon.

Admiral Howe being fenfible of the inferiority

of his force to that of the French fleet, which con-

fifted moftly of 80 and 74 gun fliips, had gone to

fea, where both fleets were fcattered and greatly

damaged by a moft furious gale, which came up

and prevented any general engagement from being

effected at that time.—The Langueduc, Count De
Eflaign's own fliip of 90 guns, having loft her

mafts in the fquall, was attacked in that Ihattered

condition by the Kenown of only 50 guns, who
notwithtlanding her inferiority of force, after a

furious battle, had almoft made her a prize, when
fome more of the French fleet, hove in fight,

which obliged the Renown to go off", and abandon

the enterprize.

Much about the fame time, the Prefton of 50
guns, commanded by Commodore Hotham, fell

in with the Tennant, a French 80 gun fliip; and,

in all probability would have taken her, had

not the night put an end to the engagement.

—

During which, the Ifis of 50 guns was chafed,

and overtaken by a French 74 gun flag-fhip, fup-

pofed to be the Caefar, when a hot engagement

cottimenced, which lafl:ed, with great fury, on

both fides ; in which time, the Ifis had obtained

fuch a fuperi'^)rity of fii e, that the French fliip

found it neceflary to have recourfe to her fails, and

made oif with ail expedition ; while the liis, being

much dlfabled in her rigging, was in no condition

for purfuing.
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The Britifh fleet, having fufFered a great deal

of damage in the ilorm, were under the neceflity

of returning to New-York, in order to refit-, while

the French, being alfo confiderably damaged, re-

turned to ilhode-Ifland, where they only. rJA a

few days 3 and then fet off for Bofton, being a

place of greater fafety for repairing their lofs re-

ceived in the gale, and in the engagement with

the before-mentioned fliips.

In the mean time. General Sullivan continued

to throw up works againft the garrifon of Rhode-

Ifland, in full expedation, that the French fleet

would return in time to effectuate the redudion of

that ifland.

But) Count De Eftaign, notwithftanding the

earneft folicitation of General Sullivan, did not

think proper to undertake an affair of fuch appa-

rent difficulty, in his then fliattered condition,

which, neverthelefs gave the Americans, engaged

in that expedition, no favourable idea of their

new allies, as they had drawn them, by delulive

hopes, into a moff: dangerous enterprize, and there

abandoned them, at the very time when fuccefs

might have been effedually obtained.

During thefe apprehenfions and difcontents.

General Sullivan was defertcd by the New-England

and Conneclicut volunteers, who compofed a con-

fiderable part of his army, which obliged him, in

that alarming lituation, to endeavour the preferva-

tion of his army, by the accomplifhment of a ge-

neral retreat.

He accordingly, on the 2 2d of Auguft, began

to fend off" his heavy artillery and baggage, and
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retired from the works in three days after; at

which time, he was vigoroufly purfued, and fu-

rioufly attacked by the troops from the garrifon:

notw'^thftanding of which, he made good his re-

tr^iV^to the North end of the Ifland, where, being

in a place of natural and artificial fafety, he pafled

over his army to the Continent, on the night of

the 30th, only a little before Sir Henry Clintctti

arrived with luch a formidable force, as would

have efFedually fixed the fate of his troops, had

they remained till that time upon the Ifland.

Admiral Howe, having refitted his fleet with all

poflible expedition, again put to fea in queft of

Count de Eftaign, who had fo effeftually fecured

his fleet in the harbour of Bofton, as to render an

attack to little or no purpofe. Upon which Lord

Howe returned to New-York with the fleet ; and,

in fome time after, failed for England, being re-

called from the chief command in the American

feas.

While the Britifh and French fleets had been

thus employed, at the game of hide and feek, the

army was encamped upon Long-Tfland, at King's-

bridge, and about the city of New-York, which

was, by this time, fo over-crammed with additi-

onal inhabitants, that a number of families, who
had come round from Philadelphia, were obliged

to take up their quarters in little temporary huts,

without knowing by what means to procure a fub-

fiftance for themfelves and children ; while vafl:

numbers of perfons, who had been opulent planters

and merchants in Virginia, or fome other of the

Colonies, were going about in the greateft indi-
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gence and deje<?lion, occaiioned by the fatal eflfeds

of the ill-fated war.

The city of New-York ftands upon the very ex-

tremity of the Ifland of that name, having a fine

fpaciouB harbour on both fides and one end, form-

ed by the North and Eaft Rivers, which feparate

it from the Jerfeys and Long-Ifland ; and are both

navigable for fliips of the largell burden.

On the very Point where the two Rivers unite,

and form the Bay, ftands a formidable battery,

which the Americans had ftrongly fortified before

its redu<fdon in the year 1776.

The plan of the city of New-York, which was
built by the Dutch, is but very confufed and irre-

gular ; having been formed according as chance or

circumftance produced, like moft of the towns in

Europe.— The ftreets are narrow, and generally

very dirty, having only one ftrand which runs a-

long the middle.—The houfes being moftly built of

wood, with fome of bricks, are not very handfomcj,

but tolerably tafty in their form.

The principal public buildings are the Gover-

nor*s houfe, and St. PauPs church ; the latter of

which is exceeded, in elegance and fplendor, by

few of its kind.

The inhabitants of New-York, owing to their

great intercourfe with people of all nations, and

their natural candour of difpofition, are even ftill

more open and hofpitable in their me.aners,thaa fome

of the c'.her large towns in America.—It is exceed-

ingly charming and a:r;rcjable to obferve the gene-

rous and contented iiniie which appears in the ge-
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nerality of faces, not only upon the flreets, but ii^

all public affemblies, or concourfes of people.

Thiscity-j which fuffered fo feverely by fire in

the year 1776; again, on the 3d of Auguft, dur-

ing my refidence there, had like to have under-

gone a total devaftation, by that very awful and

terrifying element : for, about two o'clock in the

morning, we were called up by a moft confufed

and hideous noife in the ftreets, among which we
could eafily perceive the alarming fcreams of Fire ;

and, upon going out, beheld a moft afFeding and

melancholly fcene : The ftreets were crouded with

people bringing up water from the river, and car-

rying off goods, while women and children were

running along, with terror and aftonifhment in

their faces, having UiU'rowly efcaped the fury of

the flames, which had broke out upon one of the

wharfs in the lower part of the city j where the

houfes, being moftly of wood, and, at that feafon

of the year, almoft as dry as tinder, had fpread a-

long with uncontrollable progref:», and burned down
fome armed veffels which lay in the wharfs, whofe

artillery being loaded, roared off with terrifying

explolion.

This fire, for a confiderable time, feemed to

baffle the utmoft exertions of the croud, principal-

ly owing to the affedation and arrogance of fome

of the officers of the army, who had taken the fire-

engines out of the hands of their proper keepers

;

and not knowing how to work them themfelves,

had rendered thofe very ufeful machines, in a great

meafure ufelefs : till at laft, by uncommon exerti-

ons, and with great difficulty, it was put a ftop to.
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after it had burned down about 100 houfes, in-

cluding a number of military ftores, with cloathing

and other accoutrements for the army.

The devaftation occafioned by this furious con-

flagration, was not only affefting, but exceedingly

diftreffing j for numbers of families had now loft

their all in the flames, and could fcarcely procure

the protedion of a roof.

However, it never could be properly afcertained,

by what means this unhappy accident v/as occaiion-

cd ; although it was generally fuppofed to have

been done by fome perfons, diabolically difpofed

and difaffed:ed to the Britifli army.

The commander in chief, being informed of the

interruption of the extinction of the flames, next day

ifliicd a threatning proclamation, prohibiting the

officers of the army from medling with the engines,

in cafe of a future fire.

The thunder-gufts, frequent in that country,

particularly in that feafon of the year, about thi$

time roared with uncommon fury ; and, the very

day after the fire, ftruck an ordnance floop, which

lay in the river, with about 250 barrels of gun-

powder on board, and blew up on the fame inflant

with the thunder-clap : both explofions forming

one of the moft tremendous roars that pofiibly ever

was heard, which had fuch an effed: upon the city,

that almoft all the orlafs-windows were fliattered too
pieces ; and St. Paul's church, which ftands at the

upper extremity of the town, was rent from top

to bottom.

While the city of New-York, thus fecmed as if

H h
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devoted to deftruclion,—the Commlflioners finding

their prppofals to Congrefs reje^ed, began to make
long and folemn appeals to the people at large; en-

tertaining the fame delufive and groundlefs opinion

with the parliament and people of Great-Britain,

" That the bulk of the people of America, were

well affected to the Britifh government ; and that

the reft were held in a ftate of delufipn by
Congrefs."

Thefe publications were held in the greateft

contempt by Congrefs, and publiflied in their

Gazette with lonoj comments and refolves of their

own ; in which they held forth to the people,

" That they could not confident with their folemn

treaty with France, accept of the terms offered by

the CommilTioners from i^ritain ; which, at the

fame tinie, were not to be trufted, as the parlia-

ment was under no obligation to ratify their tran-

faftions ; and even if they fhould, for the time, it

would only be the calling of a new parliament to

imdoe tlie whole."

It appeared that Governor Johnftonc, in confi-

dence of his former friendfhip to America, had

wrote a letter to Henry Laurens, prefident of

Congrefs, foliciling permifllon to pay them a pri-

vate vifit ; and hoping, " That they would not

follow the example of Great-Britain in her hour of

infolence, but allow him an opportunity of feeing

tlie many great characters which America had ex-

hibited."'

Henry Laurens returned for anfwer,—" That

they were greatly indebted to his former friendfliip;

and that nothing would give them greater pleafure.
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than the honour of a perfonal vlfit, could it be

done confiftent with public affairs : and although

he had but one vote in Congrefs, yet that fhould

be againft it."

The Congrefs at laft, in order effedually to blaft

the chara(5ter of the Commiflioners with the people,

and as a pretence for not entering upon the nego-

ciation of a treaty, thought proper to refolve,

" That Governor Johnftone had attempted to bribe

the virtue of Congrefs, by follciting a lady in Phi-

ladelphia, to ufe her influence with one Colonel

Ried, a member of that body, to accept of a con-

liderable fum from Great-Britain ; and that it was

therefore incompatible with the dignity and ho-

nour of Congrefs, to tranfaft any bufinefs with a

body of men, connected with fuch an inliduous

perfon."

This immediately brought on a literary war be-

tween the Governor and Congrefs ; and, in a long

and fpirited remonftrance, he endeavoured to vin-

dicate himfelf from fuch afperfions, by " alledging,

that a body of men, who were capable of violating

the moft folemn convention, upon the frivolous

pretence, that a few catridge-boxes were awanting,

were alfo capable of fabricating the grofleft fal-

flioods."—And, in order to remove their pretence,

for not entering upon a treaty, he reiigned his

commiiTion, obferving, " That they feemed to have

no objections to the Earl of Carlifle, Sir Henry
Clinton, and V/illiam Eden, Efq."

At laft, before the Commiflioners fhould return

to England, in order to leave the Americans inex-

cufeable, they drew up a long manifefto to the

Hh 2
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people of the feveral Colonies, again advifing them

to accept of the terms of peace, and enforcing their

arguments, by long details of the former clemency

of Great-Britain ; and charging them with the de-

Iblations intended to be carried through that coun-

try, as lince they were to become an acceffion to

France, that Great-Britain would render it as ufe-

lefs as poflible to her enemies.

They further afTured them, that they had no

fuch powers as independence ; and that it would

be to no purpofe to procraftinate their real inten-

tions with any fuch hopes.—" Alfo declaring, that

any particular province, or provinces, who fhould

accede to the terms of reconciliation, ftiould have

g. full reftoration of their ancient laws and privi-

leges, never to be taxed by Great-Britain : and,

at the fame time, offering a free and unlimited

pardon to eyery defcription of perfons, who
ihould be difpofed to return to their former alle-

giance,"

Thirteen copies of this manifefto were figned,^

and fent to the Affemblies of the feveral colonies,

with forty days to confider of its contents ; but

rnet^yith the fame reception as the former addreffes,

while they highly reprobated the inconfiflency of

granting a pardon to thofe who were, at the fame

time, acknowledged to have never offended, by
being offejed more advantageous terms, than ever

3iad been afked, at the time when they were driven

to the horrid refource of going to war.

In the mean time, Lord Cathcart, who, by his

great merit in a mihtary capacity, had raifed him-

felf to be firfl Aid -de-camp to the Commander in
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Chief, was alfo appointed to the command of a

new raifed legion, coniifting of fome more han

looo cavalry and foot, with whom he bnArely

routed a numerous body of Americans, who ad

aflembled near King's-Bridge, with an intent'pn

to attack the out-pofts of the Britifh encamp-

ment.

Much about the fame time. General Gray went

out to Bedford and Fairhaven, where he deflroyed

a number of military ftores, and about feventy

fhips and privateers, befides blowing up the bat-

tery, where he found about eleven pieces of canon,

and brought in a large quantity of arms, and live

flock.

About the beginning of 06lober, Sir Henry

Clinton croiTed over to the Jerfeys, with a confider-

able detachment, and arrived at a place called Egg-

harbour, a refort for American privateers, where

he deflroyed a number of flores and falt-works ; and

took, and fent round to New-York, a fine large

frigate; while about 250 of his men, furprized

and totally defeated a party of Americans, under

the command of one Count Polalki, a cruel, adive,

and enterprizing enemy, who, at this time, had

ordered his men to give no quarter ; but was now
paid in his own coin : for great part of his infantry,

and fome of his principal officers, were put to the

bayonet.

Sir ?Ienry Clinton having, in this expedition,

deflroyed a vafl number of vefTels and fmall craft,

returned to New-York, and began to provide for

the accommodation of the troops during the

winter.
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Although I had lived exceedingly happy, thro*

the courfe of the fummer in New-York, and might

havVflajd there with fuccefs and comfort; yet as

I p^w deemed myfelf tolerably equipped for return-

ing, with propriety to my native country,—I em-

burked in a tranfport-fleet for Cork, on board of a

large well-manned fliip, mounting 26 great guns,

beiides fome fwivels ;—and, towards the end of the

year 1778, with a mixture of joy and regret, bid

a long adieu to the once happy Continent of North

America.

In about two weeks after we had left New-York,
one morning as we were feparated a good way from

the fleet, we obferved, at a great diftance, a three-

mafted fliip, with all fail fet, bearing down upon

us, right before the wind.—Upon which our cap-

tain determined to rifque an engagement; and

immediately the whole crew were in a buille in

preparing for battle.

The pafTengers were all ftationed on the quarter-

deck, and accoutred with arms to act as marines

;

while fome, who had before talked very high, be-

gan row to look pale and Ikulk into the hold, but

were foon chafed up by the mates, who fwore that

every hand on board fhould be employed in time

of the a6lion.—The ftrange Ihip, having rapidly

advanced, we foon obferved her to be a fine new
frigate-built veflel, mounting 2 2 great guns, be-

sides fwivels.—But fhe no fooner obferved our

force, than flie altered her courfe, and put away

as near to the wind as flie could.—We immediately

gave chafe ; and, in a little, got within random

fliotj when a fort of running engagement com-
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menced, without effecl on either fide, till flie at

laft cut us out of the wind, and got clear off.

Being, by this time, a confiderable way from

the fleet, we were next night terribly alarmed, by

the fecond mate calling down the hatch, that the

fhip was on fire ; and having gone upon the deck,

we underflood that it had begun among a parcel

of oakum, and was now blazing away in a moft

triumphant manner : but by the adivity of the of-

ficers and crew, it was at laft extinguilhed, to the

inexprefiible joy of all on board.

At length, after a pretty rough paffage of near

five weeks, we arrived at Cork ; from whence, by

feveral ftages, 1 got over to Greenock, and imme-

diately proceeded to the pleafant banks of the river

Forth, where I found my friends and relations

much in the fame fituation, and rully as well as I

had left them.

Here I fhall, in conformity to my plan, conclude

this volume ; and, with permifllon, the hiftory of

the war.—The fubfequent tranfaclions being per-

fectly recent, while its prefent fituation is fo ap-

parently myfterious, us to exclude all conjefture,

when, or in what manner, it may draw to an end.

FINIS.



1/













;

• ::.'.! ',!?'T':'ii!;iH!ill!il!i


